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DIRECT 


the DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deve copr- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) Is a centre at which information on 
aH subjects of commercial interest is collected and ciassified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, 
enquiries by traders on conmercial matiers. 


replies are given to 
As far as 1s 
possible, tle Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Coionial Contracts open to Tender, 
aad other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Volomial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations cen- 
eerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
atc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 


} . 
uoine 


Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, will be held 


in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 


COMMUNICATION 


TELEPHONES \ London Wall, 4713 and 4717. 


(Private Branch Exchange,: 


WITH TRADERS. 


which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
with Fair matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, 
H.C. 2. 

in order that British manufacturers may have an opper- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN ANT 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the -Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghail Streci, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index lias been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence}, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, I.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


COUNTRIES 


ABROAD. 


Confidential Informaticr, 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 

The Speciai Register aliords early information to mani- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad betore 
they become public property. it is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on fereign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
tredes. The information, which is private and confidential, 
ss supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
sountries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
unickiy as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payinent of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It as not open to non-PBritish traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

These British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-Generai, Department of Overseas Trade 
‘Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 

[3.M. Consular QOiitcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Departinent of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





aud tinanciai status of the firms concerned, their loeal and 
furopean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of cvu-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Develupment and Iitelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘lorm K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with ths 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the [ederation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


FURTHER RELAXATIONS. 

We publish to-day a further list of relaxations in 
export prohibitions, which are announced by the Board 
of Trade to take effect at once. Previous lists were 
published in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 14th, 21st and 28th 
November, and Sth, 12th, 19th and 26th December, 
1918, and 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd January of this year. 

















THE TIMBER CONTROL. 





A Notice has been issued by the Controller of Timber 


Supplies under Clause 3 of the Pit-wood Order, 1918, 
reducing as from 17th February next the maximum 
prices for imported Pit-wood which have been opera- 
tive since 29th July last. The Notice appears in our 
‘“ Government Notices |’ Section. 

The four announcements by the Controller of Timber 
Supplies: which appear below will be readily understood 
in the light of the statement of the Timber Contro! 
position which appeared in our last issue. In one 01 
these Notices the Controller announces his willingne:s 
to grant permits to purchase Pit-wood from Spin, 
Portugal, Newfoundjand, Scandinavia and Finland, to 
iecommend Import Licences for Pit-wood so purchased 
from the first three countries named to Bristol Channel 
ports, and from the two last named countries in sailing 
ships to North-East Coast ports. It may be imterred 
that applications for Import Licences not coming with- 
in the terms of the Controller’s Notice will be considered 
on their individual merits. Another Notice refers to 
Overlying Wood Goods, and disposes of any suggestion 
that the Controller of Timber Supplies might contem- 
plate taking over these stocks. It is clearly stated 
that permission will be granted on application to bring 
in these goods and that they can be sold subject to 
maximum prices in force on arrival. The Third Notice 
indicates that Timber Firms who have disposed of their 
allotments out of the National Stock under the ration- 
ing scheme for Imported Soft-woods may, on showing 
cause, obtain further allotments. Another Notice 
points out that applications from rationed firms to 
purchase particular quantities of National Stock within 
the amounts allotted to them should be made direct 
to the Government Buyer instead of passing through 
the Controller’s Office. 

The Controller has recently expressed himself as 
desirous of relaxing the regulations as rapidly as cir- 
cumstances admit, 





TIMBER FROM THE NATIONAT, STOCK. 

The Board of Trade announce that in view of the 
abolition of Consumers’ Permits for Timber announced 
on 27th December last, all applications for the pur- 
chase of timber from Government stocks should now 
be addressed to the Government Timber Buyer, Mr. 
Montague L. Meyer, Salisbury House, Tinsbury 
Cireus, London, E..C.2, and not to the Office of the 
Controller of Timber Supplies as hitherto. 


tATIONING OF IMPORTED SOFT-WOODs. 

Registered firms who have exhausted both their first 
and second rations, and who require further supplies 
to satisfy their customers’ needs, are invited to com- 
municate with the Controller of Timber Supplies, when 
their applications will receive due consideration. 

Communications should be addressed to Controller 
of Timber Supplies (A.C.T.S.1), 80, Newman Street 
London, W.1, and marked ‘‘ Rations.”’ 


, 





OVERLYING WOOD GOODS. 


Permission will be granted by the Controller of 
Timber Supplies on application ‘under the Timber 
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Control Order, 1918, for shipment and disposal here 
of overlying wood goods belonging to traders in this 
country. Such goods can be sold subject to the 
maximum prices in force on the arrival of the goods 
in this country. 

Applications for permits and import licences should 
be addressed to the Controller of Timber Supplies 
(A.C.T.S.5), 80, Newman Street, Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, W.1, by whom recommendations for import 
licences will be made to the Department of Import 
Restrictions, 





PIT-WOOD. 

It is announced that permission will be granted by 
the Controller of Timber Supplies on application to 
purchase Pit-wood from Spain, Portugal and New. 
foundland, and that licences will be recommended for 
the import of Pit-wood so purchased to Bristol Channe| 
ports. 

It is further announced that permission will be given 
to purchase Pit-wood from Scandinavia and Finland, 
and that licences will be recommended for the import 
in sailing ships of Pit-wood so purchased to North-East 
Coast ports, 

Applications should be made to the Controller of 
Timber Supplies (A.C.T.S.5), 80, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street, London, W.1. 





DEPARTMENT~- OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES IN BRAZIL. 

Details furnished by british exporters anxious to 
be placed in touch with new connections in the bra- 
zilian market are sometimes inadequate, states H.M. 
Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, and he desires 
that firms writing to his Office should give the fullest 
possible particulars of their requirements in order to 
facilitate the task of inducing local merchants to in- 
terest themselves in their proposition. 

The export trade to Brazil is a matter requiring 
considerable experience, both of the tariff and of local 
methods. He suggests that enquirers should furnish 
the following minimum information :— 

(1) Exact nature of their business, e.g., manufac- 
turers, merchant, merchant shipper, etc., and fullest 
details of goods offered. Some indication of the volume 
of business that can be handled would be useful. 

(2) Exact nature of new connections desired, e.g., 
commission agent, buying agent, or list of possible 
customers. It should be noted that as regards the 
district of Rio de Janeiro there is really little prospect 
of business being done direct with the local Brazilian 
wholesaler, and in most cases it is preferable to appoint 
an agent. 

(3) As Brazil is three weeks from England it would 
save time to state the terms proposed, instead of 
inviting an offer. Hxporters should indicate whether 
they expect the agent to take the whole or part of 
credit risks. The normal terms of business here are 
90 days’ sight draft with merchants. 

Brazil, again, is an expensive country, and the cost 
of upkeep of a small office runs from £1,000 per annum 
upwards. An offer of 2} per cent. commission is there- 
fore not particularly attractive except in certain easily 
handled lines, as £40,000 business must be done to 
cover expenses. Without going into detail, it is sug- 
gested that there should be some arrangement for 
profit sharing for over-prices. 

(4) If exporters are already represented in the market 
and wish to make a change, they can inform H.M. 
Consul-General in confidence, in order to obviate any 
difficulties with the house holding their agency. 

Any other information of interest would be appre- 
ciated, such as normal time of delivery, whether the 
exporter is prepared to advertise or share the cost of 
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ublicity, extent of territory offered, whether samples 
will be supplied free of Brazilian Customs duty, ete. 





EXPANSION OF UNITED KINGDOM TRADE IN 
BOLIVIA. 

An important feature of the recent trade of the 
Riberalta district has been the decrease in the amount 
of direct imports trom the United Kingdom and 
the United States, due to the abnormal conditions in 
these countries and the necessity for the restriction of 
exports. The result has been, the British Vice-Consul 
states, that a far larger amount of merchandise than 
aver has been imported from Brazil; but this trade is 
only a war emergency, as to import goods from Brazil 
—paying Brazilian and Bolivian duties — does not 
allow merchants a sufficiently large margin of profit. 
Besides, the bulk of the merchandise imported from 
Brazil has its origin either in the United States, United 
Kingdom or Portugal, and as soon as normal conditions 
are re-established in the home markets direct transit 
trade will undoubtedly be resumed. The falling off 
in direct imports has added to the high cost of living 
in the locality and aggravated the crisis through which 
the district is passing. 

Prior to the war a large part of the import trade 
was in the hands of Germans. What is needed in the 
British interests, he adds, and what there is scope for 
is fresh capital, operating through Manaos or Para 
(Brazil), and having commercial establishments in 
Porto Velho (Brazil), Riberalta, Trinidad, Cochabamba 
and Santa Cruz. Besides engaging in a general import 
and export trade, there might also be instituted a 
banking business in conjunction, possibly, with either 
of the English banks which have branches in Manaos 
and Para. A return on the capital invested should 
not be expected, in his opinion, during possibly the 
firss two years of operation—so accustomed are the 
traders of the district to obtain from German firms 
long credits and easy conditions of payment. Under 
this system the native producer is in a continual state 
of indebtedness to the German merchant, who, once 
he obtains a customer, usually succeeds in maintain- 
ing a permanent hold over his business and his property. 
This statement applies alike to commerce in the agri- 
cultural provinces of the east, and to the rubber region 
in the north of Bolivia. 

Any company or syndicate intending to operate in 
these parts should consult with the Madeira Mamore 
Railway Company, which, at Porto Velho, Brazil, 
command the gateway to the entire Bolivian orient, 
with its agricultural and other resources, as well as to 
the immense rubber forest areas in the north, as by 
establishing, as far as possible, an ‘‘All British’’ com- 
mercial chain, German trade domination may be suc- 
cessfully attacked, and finally usurped, and financial 
results more firmly assured. 

INVESTIGATION OF THE BRAZILIAN MARKET 
FOR ENGINEERING PRODUCTS. 

With reference to the Notice which appeared in the 
“ Journal ’’ of 2nd January in regard to the investiga- 
tion of the Brazilian market for Engineering products, 
it is announced that firms who are not members of the 
British Engineers’ Association may participate in the 
enquiry, provided they are LPritish manufacturing 
engineers or shipbuilders, or British manufacturers of 
articles necessary to engineering plant, or producers 
of raw materials, or British companies, firms or indi- 
viduals who, while not possessing works of their own, 
hold patents or other proprietary rights in engineering 
plant or accessories thereto and contract for the manu- 
facture of their specialities with members of the British 
Engineers’ Association, on payment before receipt of 
the first report of the investigation of a fee of twenty 
guineas, 

(Communications should be addressed to the Comp- 
troller-General, Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
cay and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
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Special Articles. 





A. STANLEY ON THE INDUSTRIAL 
OUTLOOK. 


Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, 
made the following speech on Friday at the annual 
dinner of the Huddersfield Incorporated Chamber of 
Commerce. He spoke in acknowledgment of a toast 
of ‘‘ The Board of Trade.’’ 

SIR ALBERT STANLEY said it was almost exactly two 


years since he made his first and only other visit to Hudders- 
field. He remembered it very well indeed, because at that 
time it was only a few days after he had, in an almost 
thoughtless moment, accepted the invitation of the Prime 
Minister to the distinguished office he held, and at that 
time there was a very pressing problem engaging the atten- 
tion of the Board of Trade. He found this problem as one 
of the legacies to which he became heir, and it was because 
of that problem that he came to Huddersfield. In the 
exuberance which a long experience of business life had 
taught him—for many years it had been his privilege to 
have a good deal of personal authority and responsibility, 
and to be in the fortunate position of being able to give a 
decision and dispose of trade problems—he referred to the 
problem of the development of the dyeing industry of this 
country as an easy problem. He had thought that it only 
needed discussing to arrive at a decision, and that speedy 
and successful action would be taken. He must confess to- 
day to some measure of disappointment. What he had hoped 
had not been yet materialised to the extent he had hoped 
for, but he would like to take the opportunity of conveying 
to Sir Joseph Turner, Mr. Norton, and Mr. Levinstein, and 
those associated with them in British Dyes, the thanks of 
the Board of Trade and his own personal thanks for what 
they had been able to do in advancing the interests of that 
most vital industry under exceedingly difficult circumstances. 
He was again at Huddersfield after two years, and he hoped 
that now they were about to see the results of their efforts 
during that time, and that they had now finally succeeded 
in establishing upon a firm and secure foundation one of the 
most vital industries of the country, securing its establish- 
ment so that it would be capable of not only meeting the 
needs of this country, but of taking a prominent place in 
the open markets of the world. They (the Board of Trade 
and the Government) were keeping a very watchful eye 
upon it; they were very. much interested in their trade, and 
he did not suppose they would be disappointed with the 
}:rogress made from now onwards. 


SIR 





A Stow Recovery. 

Just as the Government were keeping a watchful eye upon 
the dveing industry, so, too, were they, in this critical time, 
keeping a very watchful, he might say a very anxious, eye 
upon all the industries of the country. As they reviewed the 
situation to-day, they were unable to find that satisfaction 
with the condition of the trades of the country that one 
might have expected to find. It was of the first importance 
that they should see, in so far as it was possible, that oppor- 
tunity for employment should be given to all of our men as 
they were returned from the Army. Yet there was the fact 
that, so far as they could see at the present time, the trade 
of this country was not making that advance which they 
might reasonably have expected; there was not that life 
and vitality in the industries that might have been expected. 
It made one apprehensive when one came to consider the 
employment of the vast number of men at present in the 
services. It would, perhaps, be unwise that he should un- 
duly exaggerate this position. No doubt a good many, per- 
haps like himself, after the strenuous occupation of the last 
feur-and-a-half years felt the need of a short holiday, but 
whatever the reasons might be, more than two months had 
now gone by since the armistice was signed, and he personally 
would be much happier if he could see stronger indications 
of the development of our trade upon a firm basis than ke 
could see at present. So they must look about and ask 
themselves, every one of them, in the Government or out of 
it, what were the causes, if there were any, which were 
impeding the proper development of our trade. 


An Empty Wor .p. 


It would surely be agreed by everybody that there was 
plenty of trade in the world to be obtained. After four-and- 
a-half years of, in some instances, complete cessation of 
trade, of enormous devastations created by the war, it was 
no exaggeration to say that we had hefore us practically an 
empty world remaining to be re-filled. The demand was 
there, it would be agreed, and he thought they must look 
for reasons why that demand had not been met with a 
greater measure of enterprise. They should first look at 
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home and see if there was anything the Government could 
do which they had not done, or anything they had done 
which should be undone. 

Tue RemovaL or ContRo.s. 

First of all he might take for consideration the question 
of the controls—the restrictions which had been placed upon 
our trade during the war. It was the deliberate policy ef 
the Government that these controls should be removed as 
rapidly as possible. Obviously this could not mean 
in every instance that they should lock the doors otf 
these control departments and throw away the keys; that, 
he was sure, would be a mistaken policy. Oddly enough the 
experience they had had during the last few weeks in their 
efforts to remove these controls was that they had met with 
almost as much opposition to their removal as they met 
with when they were first established. They had removed 
already a good many of the restrictions ailecting exports, 
but the restrictions upon exports must be maintained with 
respect to those things that were vital to our existence, and 
we must maintain the blockade until we had secured the 
peace for which our gallant men had fought. ‘That blockade 
invoived more than the placing of a restriction upon the 
exports to enemy ccuntries—it affected countries bordering 
upon enemy countries. So far as they could, consistent with 
the maintenance of the blockade, it was the intention of the 
Government to urge—and if possible to secure the co-vpera- 
tion of our Allies to that end—the restoration of the trade 
of those countries which were not enemy countries. 

PRIORITIES AND SHIPPING. 

The Board were proposing, too, that the system oi priori- 
ties should be brought to a speedy end, and he was hopeful 
that it would be possible tu arrange that no more priorities 
should be issued except under very special circumstances, 
and that the priorities now in existence should ke brought 
to an end some time in the early part of March. As to the 
shipping question, there was to-day more shipping available 
than we had cargoes to carry, and it was expected that in 
the summer of this vear there would be at least as much 
tonnage afloat as existed prior to the outbreak of war— 
he was referring, of course, to the world’s tonnage, 
and not to British shipping alone. It would take 
a few months longer before British shipping had reached the 
maximum of tonnage which obtained before the war, but it 
was at least very satisfactory to know that, so tar as shipping 
was concerned, traders need have no tear now of any lack 
of faciiities for bringing goods to this country or taking 
them away. He thought we might look forward in the very 
near future to a big slump in our shipping rates. There 
were very few raw inaterials inadequate for our needs. So 
far as essential raw materials were concerned, there was 
suilicient in the world for our needs, or, alternatively, we had 
been able to secure the command of a sufficient quantity to 
meet the full demands of our manufacturers. 

Control OF JMrorts. 

Speaking of the restriction of imports, Sir Albert said it 
was within the knowledge of all that the Government found 
it necessary during the war, either because there was in- 
sufficient tonnage, or for reasons of exchange, to impose 
severe restrictions upon a large proportion of the imports 
brought to this country. The time had come to consider the 
relaxation of these restrictions, and it had been suggested 
by various interests that they should retain for a time their 
ecntrol. The reason advanced was that owing to the demands 
which the Government had made upon manufacturers, and 
to the enormous changes which had taken place, the Govern- 
ment should for a time keep a restraining hand upon the 
flow of imports until our manufacturers had had an oppor- 
tunity to re-establish themselves on a peace tooting. He 
thought that was a fair proposition, and one that should 
have the acceptance ot the Government. At the same time 
they all desired to continue on the same close and friendly 
relations with our Allies. Friendly rivairy there must be, 
but there was plenty of room in the world for everybody, 
and by close co-operation, good understanding, and a friendly 
spirit we should secure the peace of the world better than iu 
any other way. As to the subject of excess profits, he was 
sure they would all sympathise with the task that would fall 
upon Mr. Austen Chamberlain, and he hoped some way 
would be found whereby the demands of the Treasury might 
be met without imposing any undue taxes upon the country’s 
industries. 

A Ministry or ComMMERCE. 

As to the equipment of a new Ministry of Commerce, he 
believed this was about to be realised. The Board of Trade 
was a huge department. It had too many activities and 
responsibilities to do them al! well. Some of them were 
going to be taken awav and the Board of Trade would 
become a new department, to which leaders of our great 
industries might come and find a staff competent to deal 

with the questions brought forward. 


It would not be the 
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function of this department to control or interfere with 
trade interests, but representatives of trade and commerce 
would be able to come to it with their problems for advice. 
He trusted that those who sought its advice would come 
representing the views of a whole industry and not a part 
of one, as often happened in the past. Into this new depart. 
ment they proposed to bring men from outside otf wide 
experience, competent to advise on trade matters. 
Tue Prostems Berore Us. 

The problems before the country were not easy. We had 
got facing us competition more intense than any experienced 
in years past. We had tacing us also the question of higher 
wages and better conditions of employment, and on top of 
that the enormous burden of debt arising out of the war, 
How were these problems to be met? Obviously there was 
but one answer, and that was by increased production and 
low costs of production. He thought it would be agreed 
that there was a willingness on the part of employers to give 
the best possible wages and afford the best conditions of 
ex:ployment. He was satisfied himself that good wages and 
reasonable hours uf employment were a good business pro- 
positicn provided that in return the workmen gave a fair 
day’s work. 

It was very disturbing that at this time we should find 
such a spirit of unrest throughout the country. Thore ap. 
peared to be a feeling among working people and among 
some of their leaders that the only way of advancing their 
interests was by going on strike. 

Lasourn Unrest. 

“T cannot myself,’’? said Sir Albert Stanley, *‘vconccive 
anything more disturbing to the proper development of our 
trade and industries than to have these constant outbreaks, 
One is otten asked why it so often happens that the settle 
ment of a labour dispute only comes after a strike has taken 
place. Again, this may be one of the problems arising out 
of the war. [ must contess there have been instances when 
it seems very difficult to find a reason why things are 
allowed to go to a final issue, and men are out before a 
settlement is reached. I am not pretending to judge the 
merits of any dispute; there may be reason in them, or 
otherwise. I am only suggesting that this method of secur- 
ing the redress of any alleged grievance is not in the best 
interests of the men or of the trade cf the country, and 
some way must be found sooner or later whereby these 
great que-tions affecting labour may be settled without resort 
to a strike.” 

Concluding, Sir Albert mentioned that one of the first 
matters to be dealt with in the new Parliament would be to 
stop ‘‘dumping”’ in this country, and said he could not 
understand why it had been allowed so many years. 





THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


INCREASED SUPPLIES. 

The third meeting of the Wool Council was iield in 
the Central Hall, Westminster, last week, under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Arthur Goldfinch, K.B.E., Diree- 
tor of Kaw Materials, with a large attendance of 





members. 

In opening the proceedings the CuairMAN referred to the 
recent appointment of Mr. Andrew Weir, Surveyor-General 
of Supplies, to be Minister of Munitions. Lord Inverforth, 
as he now was, had received a commission from the Prime 
Minister to transform the Ministry of Munitions into a 
Ministry of Supply, which would become a_ permanent 
Department of the Government, and would take charge of all 
the Government’s buying and selling operations. As a first 
step in this rearrangement, the Contracts Branches of the 
War Office would immediately be transferred to the Ministry 
of Munitions, and before the Council again met it would 
depend on that Ministry instead of on the Army Council, as 
uv to the present. This would make no effective change as 
regarded the wool industry, and it removed the prospect ol 
change which had been hanging over them for some time 
past, as everyone recognised that the War Office would not 
continue to look after trade matters after the treaty of 
peace was signed. It might now be reasonably expected 
that those who had taken the very serious responsibility of 
making the wool contracts with Australia and New Zealand 
would remoin in charge until the liquidation was far ad- 
vanced. The Chairman did not expect the Wool Council to 
be enthusiastic about Wool Control or Wool Controllers, but 
he hoped thev would regard those now in charge as possessing 
good intentions and average ability, and on that suppositien 
it might he considered an advantage that continuity of 
management was now assured for some time longer. 
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Woot Imvorts. 

The Chairman then gave particulars of the recent heavy 
arrivals of wool and ot the large quantities now afloat, and 
referred also to the shipping arrangements for the future. 
He proceeded to say: ‘“‘l am very thankful to be abie now to 
assure you that we have definitely put behind us the danger 
of short supply which has been hanging over our heads for 
the past two years, and which on many occasions has given 
us the deepest cause tor grave anxiety. Whatever other 
troubles 1919 may have in store for the wool textile industry 
in this country, shortage of raw material will not be one of 
them. We are now safe to receive not only sufticient wool 
to keep all the miils in this country working at full time, and 
to provide a comfortable stock, but we shail also receive 
suficient wool in our ports to provide, a little in advance of 
the probable date of reyuirements, all the wool which France, 
Belgium and Italy are likely to wish to take from the British 
Empire. We estimate that 40,000 tons per month for a 
period of six months will meet the case, and later on we shall 
decide according to the movement of stocks what the rate 
of shipment should be in the second half of the present year. 
Probably something below 35,000 tons to Kngland will then 
prove to be sufficient. 


RELAXATION OF CONTROT. 


The Chairman proceeded: ‘I have again to refer to the 
reporis of the two sections oi the Council regarding the 
matters dealt with at the meeting of 19th December, which 
J referred to in my remarks to the Standing Committee on 
%h January. These reports have continued to engage the 
earnest attention of the competent authorities. <A final 
settlement has not vet been arrived at with the India Office 
with respect to low wools, or with the Treasury as to wool 
from South America, but this Department now teels that the 
position is sufficiently clear to lay down the broad general 
lines on which Wool Control is to be liquidated, and 1 do not 
doubt that the co-operation of the other Departinents con- 
cerned will, in due course, be obtained. I wish to assure 
the Trades Union members cf the Council that very care- 
jul and sympathetic consideration has been given to the 
arguments which they have so ably stated in favour of con- 
tinuing Wool Control, but we are not able to agree that this 
is desirable or necessary under the greatly altered circun- 
stances. Wool Control was instituted because there was ¢ 
great risk of,a serious deficit in our supplies of raw material, 
and because the State required for Military purposes almost 
the whole product of the Mills. Both these reasons have 
completely disappeared. We share ihe opinion of the Labour 
members that speculation in the raw material should be 
discouraged, and that prices should be stabilised as much 
as possible. The Governments of Australia and New 
Zealand have clearly indicated that they wish their Wool 
Clips to be handled in such a manner as to produce, so far 
as possible, those results. We think we see our way to do 
this without prolonging for more than a few weeks any of 
the existing measures of Control, and to limit ourselves for 
the future to the careful marketing of Australian and New 
Zealand Wool owned by the Government. It is our inten- 
tion early in April to commence selling Australasian Wool! 
by auction and to continue to sell by that method as large 
a quantity as the Market requires and as the brokers are 
able to handle. We shall put reserve prices on our Wool at 
these Auctions somewhat lower than the present Bradford 
Issue Prices. It is not expected that more than 80,000 
bales can be handled in the April Auctions, and though 
larger quantities will be dealt with in the tollowing months 
there appears to be no hope of handling efficiently anything 
like the quantity of Woo! which wiil be required month by 
month if france, Belgium and Ltaly are to draw largely upon 
London for their supplies. We propose, therefore, so long 
as may be necessary to continue io issue Wool outside the 
Auctions at fixed prices. Throughout April at least these 
prices will be the same as those at which Wool is now issued. 
No doubt as time goes on alterations will have to be made, 
both as regards the general level of prices and the propor- 
tionate values of the different grades. The influx into the 


markets of free Wool from a variety of sources, and the re-: 


sults of the Government Auctions will in due time give a 
clear indication as to the lines on which the Bradford Issue 
prices should be revised, but it is not our intention to make 
any changes until we have a clear and well-marked basis for 
so doing, and we shall thereafter endeavour to avoid having 
frequent changes. It will be clear to the Council that both 
British and Allied consumers will therefore have three 
alternative sources of supply :— 


(1). Purchases at Government Auctions. 

(2). Purchases at the Government fixed Issue Prices. 

(3). Purchases of free Wool from all sources of supply 
except Australia and New Zealand at prices fixed 
by unrestricted bargaining. 
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We believe that a safeguard will be provided against ex- 
cessive competition at the Auctions by the knowledge that 
Government Wool is available at any time at fixed prices 
which will, in practice, therefore constitute a maximum. 
We further believe that the inflow of free Wool will keep the 
British market in touch with all the ether markets of the 
world. IFinaliy, it wiil lie in the hands of the Government 
by regulating the quantity of Australian and New Zealand 
Wool offered at the Auctions to keep the market well 
supplied without ever allowing it to be over supplied. ‘This 
we consider to be in the best interests of the Australasian 
producers as well as of the British traders and consumers. 
ijt must not be forgotten that under our Contracts with 
Australia and New Zealand those Dominions have a partner- 
ship interest in the results of the re-sale of the Wool. They 
are entitled therefore to know that we are marketing the 
Wool carefully in their interests, but they will not, of course, 
forget that it would be against their interests to curtail the 
heaithy flow of their produce into the consumptive channels. 

Sheep growers of Australia and New Zealand are 
interested not only in the result of this year’s clip and the 
next, but also in maintaining a good market for all the 
clips that are to follow, and in that respect they are as much 
interested in the healthy development of the British Wool 
Textile Trade as the people of the West Riding. 


BrRitisH Woo.. 


The Chairman explained that the Board of Agriculture 
had demanded assurances that Australasian Wool would be 
so marketed as to allow British Sheep Farmers to sell their 
1919 clip at not less than 60 per cent. over the 1914 prices. 
The Board, after careful consideration, had decided to ac- 
cept the policy he had just outlined as offering all reasonable 
safeguards to british Wool producers. He _ therefore 
definitely announced that the Government would not pur- 
chase the next British clip. 


Soutu AFRICAN WOOL. 


The total quantity registered by the South African farmers 
under the terms of the Government’s offer was under 15,000 
bales. The scheme of purchase was therefore abandoned 
and every facility would be given for the export of South 
Atrican Wool to England free as far as possible from all 
restrictions, and it lay with the Wool Council and Board ot 
Control to indicate whether any of the rationing restrictions 
should be maintained. He hoped this would prove un- 
necessary. 

Kast INptAN Woot. 

The India Office were in communication with the Govern- 
ment of India. It was fully expected that the distribution 
taking place at Liverpool this week would be the last under 
controlled prices, and that thereafter the Wool would be 
auctioned under the conditions recommended by the East 
India Wool Association. — 


SoutH AMERICAN Woot. 


fhe opposition of the Treasury to the unrestricted im- 
portation of South American Wool had not been withdrawn. 
It might, therefore, be some time longer before River Plate 
competition was brought to bear directly upon this market, 
but the Council would appreciate that France, Belgium and 
Italy would be in a position to draw such supplies as they 
chose from South America, and therefore the effect of any 
fall in prices would soon react on this market. ‘The Chair- 
man, however, regretted very much the loss of valnable 
British trading connections which the long interruption of 
importations from South America implied. 


GENERAL DISCUSSIONS. 

A long discussion followed the Chairman’s statement. Mr. 
Ben Turner, Mr. Shaw,. Mr. Mackinder, Mr. Titterington 
and other Labour members protested that insufficient atten- 
tion had been given to the memorial which had been pre- 
sented by the Labour section advocating a continuance of 
the existing methods of control. They thought a serious mis- 
take had been made in not circulating the memorials pre- 
sented respectively by the employers and the Labour section, 
and they resented the Chairman coming to the meeting to 
declare the Government policy without waiting for the dis- 
cussion. The Chairman regretted that he had not realised 
that the circulation of these memorials would be desired, 
and pointed out that the present statement of policy had 
been very accurately foreshadowed at the Committee Meet- 
ing on January 9th, and that nobody had then suggested 
that the memorials should be circulated. He gave reasons 
why the decision as to South African Wool could not possibly 
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be postponed without grave consequences, and no ene in fact 
had suggested any alternative line of action that could be 
taken. 

As regards British Wool an early decision was called ior 
by all those interested in order that preparations might be 
made for the incoming season. The Government had given 
very careful attention to the views so fully expressed in the 
memorials by both sides, and it was with no disrespect to 
the Wool Council that when it was almost equally divided tlie 
Government adopted in a large measure the views oi the 
majority, introducing as tar as possible certain safeguards 
which were intended to meet the views of the minority. 
More than this he did not see that the Government could 
possibly do, and of course the responsibility for executive 
action must necessarily remain with them. If, however, the 
Wool Council after hearing all that had been said, were to 
recommend any other policy by a considerable majority he 
would be glad to try and procure a re-consideration of the 
decisions which had been taken. Hedid not see that it wouid 
be any help to have a resolution passed by a bare majority 
as was done at a previous meeting. 

Aiter a lengthy discussion it became evident that the 
division of parties was precisely the same as at the meeting 
five weeks before. On the motion of Mr. Ben Turner, it was 
agreed that the protest of the Labour Section should be duly 
recorded, and that the memorials of both sections should be 
circulated for the guidance of all the members. 


Tor MAKING AND CARBONISING. 


The Chairman said that the Department intended to make 
no further allocation of Wool to be manipulated for Goyern- 
ment account after 30th April. Top-makers and Carbonisers. 
etc., would thereafter buy their wool through the same 
channels as other users, and would sell the products in the 
same manner as they did before the control was established. 
Mr. Mackinder protested that this was a change for the 
worse in the Department’s policy since the Chairman’s state- 
ment of January 9th. The Chairman admitted that this was 
the first intimation of the Government’s intention to stop 
their mamipulating operations after 30th April, but he 
thought that on full consideration it would be found to fit 
in with the general policy and with the interests of all 
Sections. 

Sir Wm. Raynor, answering one of Mr. Mackinder’s 
observations, enquired from the Chairman whether it would 
not be open to the Government, in the improbable event of 
Top-iaakers and Carbonizers abusing their position, to step 
in and re-impose control toe the necessary extent. The Chair- 
man said the situation would be watched very carefully until 
entirely normal conditions had been re-established, but he 
thought before May next Top-makers and Carbonizers would 
not have any more opportunity or any more temptation to 
exact excessive profits than they had in pre-war days, 
abundant supplies and pressure of competition would keep 
the margin sufficiently low. 


Ixrort oF Raw anp Sievi-Manveracturep MATERIALS. 


Communications had been received from several trade 
bodies to urge that the free export of Wool and its products 
should at once be re-established. The Chairman said he 
viewed these recommendations with the keenest sympathy, 
his experience of rationing by international agreement hay- 
ing been far from encouraging. The fact, however, reniained 
that in spite of all the known disadvantages such limitations 
had been vitally necessary up to the present, and the question 
was, at what date and to what extent in each individual case 
the limitations might be safely removed now that supplies 
were pretty rapidly increasing. 

Mr. Williams and Mr. Shackleton stated emphatically that 
the free export of Yarn could not be permitted for several 
months to come without .endangering the British weaving 
industry. 

Mr. Carter pressed for the free export of shoddy. Mr. 
Rae thought the time would very soon come when tops 
should be freely exported. 

By the Chairman’s suggestion it was agreed to form a 
Committee (with power to add to its members), to examine 
and report upon all questions connected with the export of 
raw and semi-manufactured materials. The following memn- 
bers were elected to form the Committee :— 
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Colonel Willey (Chairman). Mr. W. Mackinder. 
Colonel Hoffman. .. R. F. Smith. 
Mr. W. Turner. M. EF. Titterington. 
.. H. Whitehead. W. J. Riley 
H. B. Shackleton. I. Dickinson. 
WO. R. H. Williains. (in addition a Noil Merchant 
fr. A. Corry. to be chosen by the Noil 
A. J. Hull. Committee). 
(’. E. Carter. 
Exports oF YARN TO FRANCE. 


The Chairman referred in detail to the existing pos:tion 
with regard to the export of Yarn to France. The French 
manafacturing districts which have never been occupted by 
the enemy had been accorded by agreement between the two 
countries a bulk allocation which had not been greatly varied 
and had tended gradually to increase. It had recently been 
disclosed that sales of Yarn to those parts of France had been 
made to a far greater extent than the agreed ration. Two 
months ago on very strong and urgent representations trom 
France a special extra ration had been accorded to the dis- 
tricts just liberated from the encmy. There had been some 
delay in taking up that ration, but the French Government 
still maintained that it was urgently necessary and should 
be supplied. The Department had no objection whatever to 
additional rations to France, but the French Government, 
The Treasury and the British Weaving interests ail had to 
be consulted, and he was noi yet ina position to assert that 
supplementary rations could be arranged. This was cone of 
the questions on which the Committee would have to advise, 
and he repeated that the larger they could make the ration 
and the more quickly they came to the period of abolishing 
rationing altogether the better he would be pleased, but of 
course they must a¢t within the limits of safety. 


Exvoerrts or MAaNurActurED Goons. 


Mr. Corry referred to the serious injury being done tv the 
exporting interests by the severe cutting down of the per- 
initted iniports of piece goods into France. The Chairman 
said he thought this was a matter principally for the French 
Government, but he would be glad to transmit to the Foreign 
Office, the Treasury and the Board of Trade any resolution 
which the Council agreed upon. Mr. Corry moyed, and Mr. 
Titterington seconded the following resolution :— 

‘That as the import rations of piece goods inte 
France have been considerably decreased since Ist 
December, the Wool Council respectfully suggest to 
H.M. Government the desirability of approaching the 
French Authorities with the view of increasing, cr at 
least maintaining the rate oi ration at the level ot that 
existing before Ist December until the present contracts 
are completed. This matter is most urgent, and there is 
at present a large quantity of piece goods ready for 
shipment, and only waiting import licences.”’ 

The resolution was nnanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Williams said that he thoughce the Couneil should urge 
upon the competent authorities the necessity of encourag- 
ing by every possible means the export of fully manufactured 
woollen goods which would now be available in great quan- 
tities owing to the reduction in military require:..cnts. 
Several members pointed out that valuable business was be- 
ing lust in many established British markets, and especially 
in Scandinavia. The Chairman pointed out that blockade re- 
strictions applied to Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and 
Holland, but several members argued that the United States 
were apparently exporting to these countries without re- 
striction, and that Great Britain should not be placed at any 
disadvantage. 

Mr. Williams moved, and Mr. Corry seconded the tollow- 
ing resolution which was carried unanimously :— 

‘That representations be made to the Foreign Office, 
ihe Treasury, Board of Trade and the War Trade De- 
partment urging pon the authorities that in the altered 
situation due to the stoppage of military requirements 
every effort should at once be made to re-establish 
British exports to Foreign markets, and that so far as 
possible all licensing restrictions should be moditied or 
abolished. 

“The Wool Council is of opinion that any restrictions 
attached to specified destinations should apply equally to 
all exporting countries, and should not be stricter in 
this country than in competing countries.”’ 

It was agreed that the next meeting should be held on 
20th February. The Meeting then adjourned. 
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BANKING BUSINESS IN COLOMBIA. _ was drawn for on special cheques. Gradually the 

country districts seemed to absorb this silver, and the 
OPPORTUNITY FOR BRITISH ENTERPRISE. banks abolished the system of special accounts; but 
The general system of banking in Colombia is more | NE SG SONA SA BO wi, nears 
ant similar to that of the United States than to that of in silver and half in notes, and they will only wee ev 
| st ... Bi nice erage " a as a deposit to the credit of a current account half 

Europe. ‘There are no large banks with branches in wn sive anne in cllens 

different parts of the country, the only institutions ; This eneninas od tae Cees. wen. extinaiin 
being comparatively small local banks established in ~ | | - 


clita theiens Sn the 1 £1 aimed (1) at making a profit on the issue of coinage, 
» principal towns. » larger ns re are 3 
the principal towns. in the larger towns there are and (2) as a means of increasing the amount of cur- 
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0: ae banks, and in the smaller ones sometimes rency, which the Constitution prohibited them from 
ra only a fica b 1 te sailiaeititl doing by the issue of notes. It has resulted in con- 

at sca ¢ y * ava) ‘ ‘ TV YL? ‘ ‘ > 7 e . . 
pie. _ These banks have no branches and work absolute y siderable annoyance and inconvenience to traders and 
rei independently of each other, so that there is prac- to the public in general 
ried tically no financial intercourse between one part of ” ee 
es the Republic and another. As a result one often sees OLD VOINAGE. . 
een Under present legislation the gold £ sterling and 


the peculiarity of the exchange rate being in one part 














si of the country four or five points above or below that 10s. piece are Colombian legal tender, and below the 
= ruling in another part. ‘Then, as a natural conse- re ong — * these —— beer, ane 
ie quence of this system, all the banks have compara- Withm the last few years a es ager walla yapaeee 
waly emall capitals and reserves. in Medellin, and gold coins to the value of about 
— _— ;, £40,000 are being issued thly from this. The coin- 
- Ba A C40, are being issued monthly from this. 1e coin 
— Tne Native Banks. age is identical with the £ sterling, but with a Colom- 
“7 On the whole, banking is in a very primitive state, |  bian emblem and coat-of-arms. ‘The following was 
ripe and 00 to 70 per cent. of the activities af the aves ABe the estimated total of curreney in Colombia in August, 
i Colombian banks consist of actual cash transactions. 1918 :— 
a It has been estimated that 80 to 90 per cent. of the Colombian Government notes ......... £10,000,000 
es commerce of the Republic is carried on in actual cash Sterling gold (estimated) ............... 2,000,000 
nie —cheques playing only a very minor part. ft Colombian gold ........ cece cece c cece eee es 1,000,000 
ing Again, practically all the native banks have nullified Colombian silver  ..........cccccccccscsccess 6,000,000 
t of their usefulness to the commercial community by lock- Nickel 5, 2 and 1 peso pieces ............ 1,000,000 
ing up by far the greater portion of their liquid capital | sine 
in mortgages and shares in commercial companies. £20,000,000' 
This policy into which all the Colombian banks have | Taking the population of Colombia at five and one- 
the entered—evidently | lured by the seeming vennianggydl half million, this is a very low figure, and in view of 
aio [ ness ol senianaaiii, | I2 , te cent. interest en for the very little use made of cheques and other credit 
nin 5 an advance on first-class real estate—has had a very cakenmnsities. ih. in -coee, inehameae See dhe. nenle-al 
neh detrimental effect on the general commercial progress ine ania: iin ies WON ete ete. mei crisis, 
ign of the country. The banks have not sufficient liquid eget ieimeaanadl + rid cutting off of all Euro. 
i capital left to oe yor the ordinary annap-ageedl and pean credits on account of the war. The legislation 
ie current account Ww ork, which is a re le ee which prohibits the further’ issue of paper money 
country. In fact, it may be said without exaggeration under the Constitution (which wags incorporated into 
— that even the best of firms find it impossible to obtain | the Constitution after the disastrous civil war ended 
. egy. 4 limited overdraft for temporary purposes, and = in 1901), has peend very inconvenient. There is an 
ac it is also practically impossible to discount an ordinary undoubted lack of currency in the country, for the 
ah trade obligation. 1 B ‘< 19 oe seneral trade has increased fourfold since this measure 
oe The rate of interest in ogota Is 2 - —_ _ cis, tion: 
sie annum in the banks, but the resources of these anks Several proposals have been made in Congress to 
o is being so limited, a large number of people of — get around this difficulty, all of them more or less 
for paratively good credit have to wees sources were | similar and based on prohibiting the export of gold 
[et is anything from FS to 0 per cont. per (of which about one million sterling is exported 
3 annum. In the provincial towns the banking rate is smalls. 
ge : never less than 18 per coms. and the private rate is A measure which has already been adopted is that 
ag- Gon as high = aah an omy of issuing small mortgage notes guaranteed by the 
red CURRENCY IN COLOMBIA. banks on real estate and earning 4 per cent. interest. 
an- The currency in Colombia consists of Colombian {| These ‘‘ Cedulas’’ have hitherto been treated as bonds 
6. notes of obligatory tender. These are based on an | for investment purpose, and are of the denomination 
be- equivalent of one dollar (gold) of 4s.—being 5 dols. = of £100 and £200, but the present plan has been to 
ly to the £ at par, and exchange generally fluctuates | issue in the denomination of 1 dollar gold (4s.) and 
a | between 5 per cent. under or 5 per cent. over par. On | treat them as a form of currency. Until August last 
tes the whole, during the last eight years exchange has only about £20,000 worth of these have been issued 
reef been very stable. Under the constitution of the Re- | by the Banco de Colombia, and it remains to be seen 
ny | public no further issues of paper money of obligatory | whether the public in general will accept them. In 
tender can be made, any case, it would seem that this measure is of little 
wee Srnver CURRENCY. importance, and that such bonds cannot under any 
| ” ' ate - 9 circumstances take the place of legitimate currency 
ce, The silver currency consists of half-dollar pieces at sage litesiensiontiiiielicans iat 
de- par, equivalent to 2s., also smaller pieces. In late r senile 
ed years there has been an enormous increase in the _ DANKING LEGISLATION. 
os 3 ; a ieiin ae i Janking legislation in Colombia is very deficient. 
- amount of silver currency. Before the recent rise in Banking legis lage Sse me 
pn | the price of silver the Colombian Government was In fact, there Is = real law to define ‘geo vid om 
= : authorised by Congress to gradually increase the silver of banks, = to — a and provide for 
issue. They bought Q quantity of silver in England adequate rovernment inspection. 
ns 2 and the United States, which they coined at a con- Foreign BANKS. . 
to siderable profit. It cannot, however, be said that this About three years ago the International Banking 
7 measure has been a@ success. For several months after | Corporation, who are under the auspices of the National 
( each issue the banks refused to accept it, except as a City Bank of New York, opened a branch in Medellin. 
oS deposit in special current account, so that in practice | Tt appears that they are doing a. fair business, but 
a dual system of coinage was instituted. Silver coinage | they show no sign of extending their operations to 


was handled by the banks in separate accounts, and | Bogota and other towns. 
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MercaNTILE DANK OF THE AMERICAS. 

li the autumn of 1916 the Mercantile Bank of the 
Americas, which is controlled by an American group, 
appointed as their agents the Colombia Nailways 
and Navigation Company, (represented in Colombia 
by Pineoa Lopez and Co.), and started a business 
in the export ot coffee, mortgages on coffee estates 
against delivery otf coffee crops, and the buying and 
selling of exchange. ‘This arrangement, which was 
for a period of five years, came to an end on the Ist 
May, 1918, both parties agreeing to cancel the con- 
tract—Pineoa Lopez and Co. to receive the carrying 
of all freight controlled by the bank both up and 
down the river, and the bank on their part to be free 
to open their own banking branches. 

In accordance with this agreement, the Mercantile 
Bank of the Americas proceeded at once to float a 
subsidiary company to handle their Colombian busi- 
ness. This bank, which is registered in the United 
States, is called the Banco Mercantile Americano de 
Colombia, Inc., and has a paid-up capital of 500,000 
dols. In addition, it naturally counts upon the sup- 
port of the controlling group. 

This bank is opening out in a very enterprising way. 
A large building has been rented in one of the prin- 
cipal positions in Bogota, where business is to be 
handled. In addition, branches are established in 
Barranquilla, Cartagena and Medellin. 

In the name of another subsidiary company, “ The 
Mercantile Overseas Corporation,’’ they handle a busi- 
ness in the export of coffee and hides and the importa- 
tion of American merchandise in bulk. They plan to 
handle a very large proportion of the coffee crop of 
Colombia in the future, and with this end in view 
they have established agencies for the buying of coffee 
in Giradot, Honda, Medellin and Manizales. 

Everything points to this bank being one of the 


principal factors in Colombian trade in the near future. . 


The employees are, with a few exceptions, new to the 
country, being accustomed to some of the Republies 
of Central America, which are less commercially 
independent and more under the immediate tutelage 
of the United States. 

GERMAN BaANKs. 

Some six years ago the ‘‘ Banco Aleman Antio- 
queno ’’ was established in Medellin, largely through 
the enterprise of Victor FMdward Sperling, of Leipzig. 
The eapital is said to be approximately 75 per cent. 
German and 25 per cent. Colombian, the latter being 
composed of Medellin merchants. This bank, true to 


o 
ci 


Ui 
German trade policy, from the beginning adopted 
methods in every way the opposite to those of the 
Mercantile Bank. They laid themselves out to be 
popuiar, and by studying the peculiarities of the 
country they had, just before the war, gained by far 
the greater part of the banking business in Medellin. 
Since the war their business has been gradually 
declining, due to their having been included in the 
Statutory List and their business being dormant: but 
the goodwill is there, and their competition will un- 
doubtedly have to be reckoned with after the war. 
OPPORTUNITY FOR British ENTERPRISE. 


The Colombian banks do a business of their own, 
practically consisting of mortgage business. The 
German Bank in Medellin will be a strong competitor 
in the future. The American institutions are very 
active, and the mercantile group in particular will 
very shortly be in a powerful position. British banking 
alone appears to be at a standstill, although at the 
present an opportunity exists for some strong British 
banks, accustomed to South American trade, to make 
preparations for obtaining at least a share of the bank- 
ing business of the Republic. 

That such a bank, well managed, would be a success 
is undeniable. Interest rates are high, and the country 
seems to be on the eve of large developments in 
petroleum and mining. 
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Notes on Trade. 


‘While every care ts exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula. 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ tt must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them. 


selves.] _ 


NORWAY AND AFTER-WAR TRADE 
ORGANISATION. 

The commercial community in Norway is fully alive 
to the need for organisation to meet the competition 
in overseas trade which is to take place in the chief 
markets of the world after the signing of Peace. At 
a congress of Scandinavian leaders of Industry and 
Handicraft, held at Christiana at the end of November, 
various speakers stated that, although there will be a 
favourable demand for Norwegian timber, fish and 
‘anned goods, nevertheless importers and exporters 
will meet with a huge and well-organised competition 
abroad. During the war the course of development 
has everywhere been in the direction of concentration, 
cartels and the formation of monopolies. In all the 
most important countries and markets in which Norway 
is interested competition, it was stated, will be en. 
countered from strong private combinations, and also, 
to some extent, from rings enforced or supported by 
the State, with the obiect of controlling the entire 
foreign trade. 

Confronted by great organisations In overseas mar- 
kets, the work of placing surplus exports at the most 
advantageous prices, and of buying articles of con- 
sumption at favourable prices, must be carried out 
by organisation and unity. Exporters were urged 
to operate in a body, whilst importers were advised 
to resign themselves to collective operations even on 
the foreign markets, where the individual would very 
frequently be subordinate and compelled to accept un- 
favourable prices. 

Finally it was stated that the conditions of the future 
will demand a higher mercantile culture all round. 
Co-operation with the importers and exporters of neigh- 
bouring countries—Sweden and Denmark—would also 
strengthen Norway’s position as buyers and sellers. 

This form of economic co-operation in the North will, 
is is considered, undoubtedly come to the front in 
future, and gain the greatest significance side by side 
vith the interchange of goods between the _ three 
countries. 

LIGHT MINERAL OIL FOR LIGHTHOUSES. 

Tenders are invited by the Trinity House, Tower 
Hill, London, E.C.3, for the supply of about 182,600 
gallons of Light Mineral Oil. Specifications and forms 
of tender may be obtained at the House between the 
hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. No tender can be 
entertained that is not made on the form provided. 

Tenders, enclosed in envelopes, marked outside 
‘ Tender for Light Mineral Oil,’’ should be addressed 
to the Secretary and delivered at Trinity House on 
or before Monday, the 10th February. The Corpora- 
tion does not pledge itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 

THE “ TECHNICAL SUPPLEMENT.” 

One of the tasks of the General Staff of the War 
Office during the war has been the issue of a ‘‘ Review 
of the Foreign Press,’’ the scope of which has been 
extended from time to time by the preparation of Sup- 
plements dealing with special subjects. 

The ‘‘ Technical Supplement ’’ covers the whole 
range of Engineering, Aeronautics and Chemical In- 
dustry, and is compiled with the co-operation of prac- 
tical engineers and with the support of several technical 
institutions. The information is presented in the form 
of short articles or summaries and the contents are so 
arranged as to enable the reader not only to pass in 
review the substance of all that is being published in 
the current technical press of foreign countries, enemy, 
allied and neutral, but also to seize at once upon what 
may specially interest him. 
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NOTES ON TRADE —contenued. 





The articles are classified under the following divj- 

sighs :— 
[.—-Engineering Construction and Transportation. 
[1.—Mechanical Engineering and Materials, 
Ili.—AMining and Metals. 
LV.—Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering. 
V.—Electrical Engineering. 

V1l.—Aeronautics. 

Vil.—Chemical Engineering and Industry. 
VIII.—-Miscellaneous. 

TX.—Recent Publications. 

\.—Engineering Index. 

The last section comprises a Bibliography of articles 
not only in foreign but also in English technical pericdi- 
cals. The original of any article can be lent or a trans- 
lation prepared on application. <A service is available 
to answer enquiries for technical information. 

The ** Technical Supplement ’’ has already proved 
of considerable value, not only in official circles, but 
also to engineers and manufacturers throughout the 
country. It is issued fortnightly, and may be obtained 
from H.AM. Stationery Office, eitner direct or through 
any bookseller (including all Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Sons’ branches), price sixpence. 





ANTHRAX: DISINFECTION OF MATERIAL. 

The Home Secretary has appointed a Committee— 

(1) To advise as to the arrangements to be made tor 
the establishment of a trial disinfecting station as 
recommended in the Report of the Departmenial Com- 
mittee on Anthrax; 

(2) To carry out therein the disinfection of such in- 
fected materials as may be directed by the Home 
Office, and, subject to any instructions which may be 
given by the Home Office, to control the working of 
the Station: 

(3) To make recommendations as to the construction, 
equipment und working of the Stations to be erected 
for carrying out completely the disinfection of infected 
material as recommended by the Departmental Com- 
mittee ; anc 

(4) To advise on any other matters which may be 
referred to them from time to time in connection with 
the scheme. 

The members of the Committee are:— 

Sir William Middlebrook, M.P. (Chairman). 

Mr. Wialter Barber. 

Mr. G. Elmhirst Duckering, one of H.M. In- 
=pectors of Factories, . 

Mr. George H, Feather. 

Lieut.-Commander E. H. Foster, R.N.V.R. 

Mr. W. Morton Jackson. 

Mir. Wiliam Mackinder. 

Dr. G, W. Monier-Williams, F.I.C., represent- 
ing the Local Government Board. 

Mir, Samuel Walker. 

The Secretary to the Committee is Mr. G. KE. Dueker- 
ing, and any communications on the subject should 
be addressed to him at 72, Bridge Street, Manchester. 





NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOURNAL OF 
a COMMERCE. j 
The Northampton Chamber of Commerce has issued 
the first number of their ‘‘ Journal of Commerce,’’ 
Which will appear monthly, as from January. The 
publication covers the boot and shoe industry in North- 
ampton and the County. Its informative articles, deal- 
ing with the problems of the industry and reviewing 
the market conditions for export trade, will be of assist- 
ance to the commercinl community both in this country 
and overseas. ' 
The editcrial and publishing office is at Barclay’s 
Bank Chambers, Northampton, and the annual sub- 
Scription is 5s, aeen 


FOREIGN TRADE DEPARTMENT. 
As from Friday, 24th instant, the Foreign Trade 
Department has been transferred from Bridgwater 
House to the Foreign Office, Downing Street, S.W.1. 


—_— 
= <@—<—“ 











Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTIIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 
The Indian Trade Cominissioner in London has received 
the following cabie, dated 23rd January, trom the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta : — 











SEASON. 

Widespread general rain in Central India, Central 
Provinces, United Provinces, Kast Punjab and East Raj- 
putana. Also general rain in Madras, Baluchistan, Assam 
and Bengal. Local rain in Bihar and Orissa. 

MARKETS. 

Fully good Breach April-May quoted €05 rupees a candy. 
Piece Goods quiet. Calcutta Gunny Market quiet, sellers 
optimistic. No change in raw jute market since last week. 

INDUSTRY. 

Work not yet fully resumed in Bombay Mills, though 

strike shows signs of terminating. 
RaILWays. 

The detailed survey instead of the original reconnaissance 
survey has been sanctioned of the Chord Line trom Perbati- 
pur to Bonarpara (metre gauge) Eastern Bengal Railway. 
Dinajpur and Rangpur districts. 





AUSTRALIA. 


LEGISLATION AFFECTING INSURANCE 
BUSINESS. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Melbourne has forwarded 
copies of various Acts from the different States relating to 
insurance businesses in the Commonwealth, which may be 
consulted on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

A short memorandum is also available showing tlie taxa- 
tion to which insurance companies (other than life), are 
liable in the Commonwealth, and giving particulars of 
legislation affecting insurance companies (other than life) 
in the various States. 

The taxation statement is interesting, beeause in Victoria 
and South Australia, under the Stamp Acts, special taxation 
is levied on insurance premiums, and in Western Australia 
also a tax is imposed on premiums under the Dividend 
Duties Act. This special taxation on gross income involves 
a very different principle to taxation under the ordinary 
Income Tax Acts, under which insurance companies stand 
ou the same footing as other commercial concerns and pay 
« tax on actual prolits, and are not taxed if in any year the 
business shows a loss. In Queensland and Tasmania, how- 
ever, although nominally taxed ynder the Income Tax Act, 
there is a special provision that insurance companies are to 
he taxed, in the former case on 25 per cent., and in the 
latter case on 50 per cent. of their premium income, and 
this also is in effect a tax on premium income and not on 
profits. 

The memorandum gives particulars of the State competi- 
tion which insurance companies have to face in Victoria and 
Queensland, and of the deposits required in these States 
as well as in Western Australia. 








CANADA. 


FORTHCOMING HOUSING LEGISLATION IN 
ONTARIO. 

The provisions of the revised housing legislation which 
is to be introduced in the forthcoming session of the 
Ontario Legislature, have been announced by a member of 
the Ontario Railway and Municipal Board, who is in charge 
of the Government housing scheme. The provisions of the 
proposed legislation in brief are as follows :— 

Municipalities and companies incorporated under the 
Housing Accommodation Act may acquire land and construct 
houses fer returned soldiers, and also for working-men and 
women, and those of small means. The Act mentioned will 
be amended to include all municipalities. 

The type of house to be constructed shall not exceed 2.500 
dols., in cost for the construction of each house. Tho 
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aximum cost of each house, together with the cost of the 
land and interest during construction, is not to exceed 
3.000 dois. 

The building scheme of each municipality, including the 
laving out ot the land and the plotting of the buildings 
thereon, the plans of the houses, the form of construction, 
and the location of the land to be ,developed, shall be 
approved by the Director of the Bureau of Municipal Affairs, 
or such other body as may be designated for that purpose. 

Buitpine Loans. 

fhe building loan will be for a period not exceeding 
twenty vears, at ) per cent. 

Municipalities are not to make loans to individuals, firms 

companies, except companies incorporated as mentioned 
above, and to persons who own their own land and desire to 
erect houses thereon for their own occupation, and tu 
tarmers for the erection of houses tor their employees. 

[fr a municipality itself acquires land and constructs 
houses, it will be loaned the full amount required therefor. 

The loan to be made to a housing company shall not 
exceed 85 per cent. of the value of the land and buildings. 

Loan For Fut VALvue. 

A loan may be made to a farmer, and to a person who 
owns his own land and erects a house thereon tor his own 
eccupation, to the full value of the building; also to a 
person for the erection of a house, on land owned by the 
municipality, provided he contributes in cash to the value 
ot the lot, or 10 per cent. of the whole cost. The loan will 
be made by the province to the municipalities on progress 
estimates as required. 

,EPAY MENTS. 

lt is suggested that all houses be sold on the monthly 
repayment plan. The period of repayment must not exceed 
twenty years, and the rate of interest 5 per cent. The 
monthly repayinent for twenty years to cover interest and 
repaynient of principal will be about 20 dols. per month for 
a 8,000 dols. house. Interest will be charged on arrears. 
The whole or any part of the principal may be repaid at any 
time during the twenty years. 

Municipalities and housing companies must enter into 
agreements for sale of such houses, and give deeds for 
same when the payments are completed. Such agreements 
tor sale may be cancelled on default for three months, but 
a person can sell his interest in the property at any time 
betore default. 

Pcrcenaser Covenants To ReEpatr. 


A persen taking a house must covenant to repair, and to 
pay taxes and insurance. 

Municipalitiés are to repay the province monthly at the 
same rate as the above monthly repayments, these repay- 
ments to begin one month after the houses are completed. 

Housing companies are to repay a municipality in the 
same way, and to give the municipality a mortgage upon 
all the land and houses for which the loan was secured. 
Interest to be charged on arrears in both cases. 


INSURANCE BUSINESS IN QUEBEC 
PROVINCE. 

A copy of the Quebec Insurance Act, together with the 
revised statutes of the Province, may be cersulted at the 
Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 

The publication also contains the Acts concerning Diocesan 
Mutual [nsurance Companies, and Butter and Cheese 
Factories’ Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. 





EGYPT. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN OCTOBER. 


The Oficial Egyptian Customs Returns of imports and 
exports again show increases in value as compared with the 
same month, 1917. 

[MPorTs Exports. 
Total value 1917 £2,711.844 Total value 1917 £2.198.618 
Total value 1918 £3,223,231 Total value 1918 £2.98().858 











£782,24( 


_—_ 


Increase £511.390 


-— + ---—-— -—_ ___ _ 
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Increase 





from the Ist January to 3lst October the figures were :— 


IMPORTS Exports. 
Total value 1917 £25,024.410 Total value 1917 £29 836.1419 
Total value 1918 £41,036,208 Total value 1918 £38 942 967 


Increase £16.011.798 


LS 


Increase £91.068.818 
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° PrincivaL Iuports—OCcTOBER. 

Cotton piece-goods.-— £633,795, of which £534,356 trom the 
United Kingdom and £83,295 trom Italy. 

Woullen textiles.—£51,737, of which £47,249 trom the 
United Kingdom. 

Cotton yarn.—£159,136, of which £15,822 from the United 
Kingdom, and £140,384 trom British India. 

Raw silk and thread.—£53,975 from China. 

Sugar.—-£124,571 trom Java. 

Ccffee.—£78,/99. 

‘Vea.—£59,150. 

lron and steel manuiactures.—£130,952, of which £50,522 
from the United Ningdom, and £44,681 from the United 
States of America. 

PRINCIPAL Exports—OCTOBER. 

Cotton raw.—-£2,305,001, of which £1,089,291 to the 
United Kingdom, £705,378 to the United States of America. 

Cotton seed.—£184,847, all to the United Kingdom. 

The balance of experts is made up of hides, rice, gum, 
sugar, and cigarettes. 

Of the total imports, £23,573,131 came from the United 
IKKingdom since Ist January. 

Ot the total exports, £25,554,129 went to the United 
Kingdom. 

| Notr.-—Lhe above figures are in Egyptian £ of £1 Os. 63d.) 





EUROPE. 


SWEDEN. 
AFTER-WAK IMPORT TRADE. 


(From M.M. Consul-General.) 
GOTHENBURG. 

Sweden’s requirements, especially in view ot the growth of 
new war industries and the increased purchasing power of 
the people, should be studied by United Kingdom manufac- 
turers and exporters. The following is an endeavour to 
analyse the position in various industries, together with an 
estimate of some of the import requirements. 








HLECTRICAL Goops. 

Electrical fittings, ¢.y., lamps, fuses, switches, etc., also 
electric motors, were almost exclusively imported froin 
Germany before the war. The electrical industry, which was 
strongly established in Sweden, has taken the opportunity 
afforded by the limitation of German production to extend 
its borders. ‘These branches of the electrical industry will 
certainly survive the war. 

The extension of industrial activity has greatly increased 
the demand tor mechanical and electrical appliances of all 
kinds. Thus electrical power is being increasingly supplied 
to all industrial concerns, and will eventually be extended to 
many of the railways. 

All sources of water power in Sweden have recently passed 
into the control of the State, and such power will in future 
be tully utilised. This has created a great demand tor 
electric fittings and appliances of all kinds. 

LUBRICATING O1Ls, Fats AND GREASES. 


Lubricating oils and greases, and fats for the manufacture 
of soap, are now being made from meat and fish offal. It is 
anticipated that this manufacture will continue, and it will, 
doubiless, affect the import of oils, but only to a very 
limited extent, as the demand will always be greatly in 
excess of local supplies. 

There will be a great demand for all kinds of oils directly 
supplies become available, as stocks are completely exhausted. 
This applies also to manufactured articles, such as margarine 
and soap. Sweden was, before the war, an increasingly large 
consumer of margarine, which was imported or manufactured 
within Sweden to release butter for export. 


SHALE OIL. 


The Government has concluded contracts with a_ shale 
crashing company, thus granting the equivalent to a bounty. 
Chis industry will be permanent. 

Rosin. 

Rosin is now heing extracted from the refuse from saw: 
mills and other wood. Rosin is very largely employed in 
Swedish industries and local production. It will probabiy 
he continued after the war, and may even be extended, but 
it will not be able to supply the demand, which must con- 
tinue to be met by import. 

Parer TEXTILES. 

Paper yarn, or spun paper, has during the war been 
employed in many directions as a substitute for wool, cotton, 
hemp and jute, and has been used for all textile purposes, for 
floor coverings and machine belting. When the embargo 
was placed on the export to Sweden of wood, cotton, etc., 
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spinners began to look about for substitutes, and paper -_ 
found to present a partial solution. It has been used wit 
some success in the manufacture of sacks and wrappings, 
but cannot compare with jute, being very susceptible to 
ip. nA 
pconitty spinning of paper may develop, but in its present 
stage it is quite unable to successfully compete with cotton, 
wool, etc. Backs made of paper twine or ol sheet paper will 
robably continue to be used for packing certain ciasses of 
yoods and in cases where exposure to the weather can be 
avoided. Judging by the present quality of paper textiles, 
here would seem to be very little prospect of the paper 
cloths continuing to be used in the making of wearing 
apparel. No means have yet been devised of spinning a 
really fine paper thread. 
CaTTLE Foops. 

Cattle foods are being prepared from various materials, 
¢.g., cellulose, heather, fish offal, and meat offal. Seed- 
crushing mills have been erected for the treatment of im- 
ported seeds, when such again become available. 

These experiments with substitute cattle foods have not 
been successiul, though all continue to be used for want of 
the genuine articles. Foods made from meat and fish offal 
are found to be of more value than the other substitutes, and 
will continue to be made after the war. Considerable 
capital has been invested in factories for the treatment of 
these oifals, and the promoters are evidently persuaded that 
these foods have a permanent value, and will be in demand 
after the war. Though the output of the Swedish seed- 
crushing milis, together with the substitutes above referred 
to, will meet some proportion of the demand, there will still 
be a considerable demand for imported cake, etc. 

Suie’s Paint. 

Ship’s paint, hitherto almost exclusively imported, is now 
being manufactured in Sweden. The demand is at present 
sreatly in excess of the supply, but, given the necessary 
materials, the production will expand, and there seems little 
reason to suppose that independence of foreign supplies may 
not eventually be achieved. 

Ervrect oF Prices on New INDUSTRIES. 

ft is doubtful whether enhanced prices have materially 
contributed to the above developments and expansions, as 
raw materials and labour have been very costly. The chief 
factor has been the cessation of overseas supplies and the 
consequent necessity for finding substitutes for the imported 
articles. 

JXLECTROLYTIC COPPER. 

Production has been directly assisted by Government 
subsidy in the case of electrolytic copper. A company pro- 
ducing this essential substance received a subsidy from tne 
State. Before the war this material was not produced in 
Sweden. This industry will certainly be permanent. 

Import SITUATION. 

There are no stocks of imported manufactured goods in 
Sweden. The small supplies which from time to time 
become available are at once absorbed. Increased prices 
will not materially affect the demand as the demand will 
continue to be great tor all classes of goods. The increased 
price of all commodities is, on the whole, compensated by 
the increased wealth of the community. The building trade 
is prokably the orly industry which has been stopped on 
account of the high cost of materials. As a result there is 
a serious dearth of housing accommodation, and large 
numbers of people are housed in temporary hutments. 

Export SITUATION. 

There is litle or no accumulation of manufactured goods 
awaiting export, with the possible exception of glass. Such 
small stocks as may exist will certainly be absorbed without 
any great fall in prices. The facts and figures relating to 
stocks of pulp, paper and timber are probably well known in 
the United Kingdom. 


AFTER-WAR COMPETITION. 

During the earlier period of the war the United States 
secured a considerable market for textiles, ete., but this 
import has now ceased. More lately Switzerland has greatly 
extended her sales of silk and cotton gcods, and this trade 
is still maintained. There is no doubt that the United 
States will make every effort to improve her position in the 
Swedish market and will be a keen competitor in cotton 
textiles. 

MetaL Goons. 

Certain classes of metal goods, such as door and window 
tvrniture, small tools and ironmongery generally, previously 
purchased in Birmingham and elsewhere in the United 
Kingdom, have, during the war, been obtained from the 
United States. 
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CoFFEE. 


Coffee, previously purchased via Hamburg, is, and will be 
increasingly, shipped direct from producing countries. 

Importing firms with large capital amd bank credits have 
been formed, and these have apparently purchased abroad 
large quantities of raw materials out of all proportion to the 
normal requirements of this country. It is evidently the 
intention of these companies to undertake the re-stocking 
of the Central Powers and to establish an extensive transit 
traffic to Germany and Austria. 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 

Agricultural machinery is made by a large and well- 
organised combine of manufacturers. This combine is able 
to meet all home requirements, and will also have machinery 
available for export. Russia will offer a good market when 
order is restored. 

The productive capacity of the combine has been greatly 
increased during the war and, when raw materials are again 
readily available, the industry will be very prosperous. 
Most of the essential materials are procurable within the 
country, but varnishes and paints are, for the most part, 
iniported. 

Tron anp STEEL MANUFACTURES. 

tron and steel are main productions of this country, and 
consequently the export is greater than the import. Steel 
rods, beams, and profile iron are imported from the United 
Kingdom, but rails, pipes, and a certain amount of pig-iron 
are imported from Germany. 

CopPeER. 

Electrical factories are dependent on a large import of 
copper tor cables, as the copper found in the Falu Mine and 
Atvidaberg does not supply a small proportion of Sweden’s 
requirements for electrical fittings. [or some purposes the 
electric and copper industries can do without copper; e.g., 
the Svenska Metallverkens use iron zine, and cover with 
galvanised process of copper and brass; also the A/B Jern- 
foradling has a manufacturing method which does away with 
copper. 

CifEMICALY. 

A great proportion of chemicals have been imported from 
Germany, the most important being carbonate of soda, 
caustic soda, oxide of potash, bicarbonate of potash, chloride 
of lime, sal volatile, chalk, borax, Glauber salt, waterglass, 
aniline dyes, including alizarin, mineral and metal dyes. 
Large applications have been placed in the United States for 
the following chemicals : —boracic acid, bichromate of potash, 
ceresin, Chrome alum, coconut oil, palm oil, varnish, row 
asbestos fibre and rosin. 

GLass. 

Sweden is a large producer of window and bottle glass, 
but imports medical and laboratory and optical glass from 
Germany. | 
CHINAWARE. 

China and earthenware are largely imported from 
Germany. Large orders have been placed in the United 
States for sanitary ware. 

LEATHER. 

Leather was previously imported from the United States, 
Russia, Germany and United Kingdem. During the war, 
owing to the supply from Sweden being insufficient, satis- 
factory substitutes have been placed on the market; e.g., 
Konstladerfabriken, has manufactured a composition for 
travelling bags, and A/B Tidan, of Mariestad, has pro- 
duced ‘‘Unica”’ trunks and requisites. Unica is a species of 
fibre, compressed and made hard, and a consistency between 
leather and sheet metal is obtained. It can be used for boxes, 
packing cases, flour coverings, and even for cog-wheels. 

Paver. 

Sweden has a great paper industry. The imports are 
negligible, chiefly art paper from Germany and copying 
paper from the United States. 





AFRICA. 


' MOKOCCO. 


AFTER-WAR TRADE PROSPECTS WITH 
TANGIER AND SPANISH ZONE. 
rom the British Agent and Consul-General.) 
TANGTER. 
A short review of local industries in the districts served 
by Tangier is of interest to traders desiring to study the 
import reyuirements of the Moroccan market after the war. 


New INDUSTRIES. 








’ 


| 
(i 


The only new industry started in Tangier during the war 
has been the manufacture of hydraulic lime by a Russian 
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resident, who has for some time been engaged in quarrying 
and found stone suitable for the purpose. The difficulty in 
obtaining lime from abroad and the high prices ruling 
doubtless induced him to start this industry. The works 
will presumably be maintained as long as the stone lasts. 
No assistance has been rendered by the Government. 

No new industries have been siarted in the Spanish Zone, 
nor has «ny local production of goods been developed. 

The manufacture of vegetable fibre, however, has been 
undertaken in both Tangier and the Spanish Zone, and thie 
industry may assume considerable proportions. 

STOCKS. 

The market, it is understood, is considerably overstocked 
with cotton goods, and the demand for cottons will be 
reduced in consequence of existing stocks. On the other 
hand, the reduction of shipping facilities appears to have 
led to a diversion of exports rather than to a cessation. 
There are, therefore, no stocks accumulated. It should be 
remembered that the enhanced value of the local currency, 
which is now at par with the franc, and will doubtless be 
kept so, has increased the purchasing power of the natives. 

Unitep Kincpom War Trave WITH TANGIER. 

tritish imports to Tangier have not diminished in value, 
and the percentage of British trade, as compared with the 
whole trade of the port, has increased during the war. As 
was to be expected, there was a falling off in the imports 
of flour, confectionery, and biscuits, oils, hardware, and 
woollen goods Otherwise our trade maintained its position. 
The increase in the total value of British goods is, ot course, 
due in great measure to higher prices rather than increased 
quantities. 

Spain has largeiy increased her trade with Tangier, as 
was to be expected trom her proximity to this port, and the 
maintenance of her daily steamer service with Algeciras, 
besides numerous small sailing vessels and other steamers. 
The high prices ruling enabled her to place on the market 
goods which in pre-war times were unsaleable. Except, 
however, in cottons, the increase in Spanish trade was not 
in articles formerly brought from the United NWingdom. 
The only encouragement given by the Spanish Government 
to this trade was to permit the shipment to Tangier of goods 
whose export from Spain was prohibited. 

Unitep Kincpom War TRAvDE WITH SPANISH ZONE. 


In the Spanish Zone United Kingdom trade has shown 
a steady falling oif since 1913. The cause is twofold: first, 
the general decline of the trade of the port of Laraiche 
as a point of entry for the trade of Fez and 
the interior generally, owing to the opening, to trade. of 
the Kenitra-Fez railway; and, secondly, Spanish competi- 
tion, and want of facilities in the way of steamship services. 

The first cause accounts in part for the steady decline in 
the total value of British imports, but not for its smaller 
percentage as compared with the whole trade. 

The principal falling off has been in the most important 
item of our trade, cotton piece-goods, which, notwithstand- 
ing the great rise in prices, have fallen from 4,729,578 franes 
in 1913 to 1,771,797 franes in 1917. Spain has only 
appropriated about 900,000 francs of this 3,000,000. A large 
increase in the British cotton piece-goods imported into the 
French Zone shows that, in their case, it has been a diversion 
rather than a loss of trade. The principal classes of these 
goods brought from Spain have been bleached and dyed 
goods. 

In other respects, taking into consideration the decline of 
trade between Laraiche and the interior of the French 
Zone, British trade with the Spanish Zone has been satis- 
factory, and there would seem to be no reason for any fear 
of permanent damage from the effects of the war. 


Exports FROM TANGIER AND SPANISH ZONE. 


Exports from this port have of late been almost suspended 
owing to the restrictions imposed in consequence of the war. 
Such goods as were exported before these restrictions became 
operative were sent principally to Spain and France owing 
to the shipping facilities existing in those countries. The 
most important items exported in 1917 were goat and sheep 
skins and ox hides. 

Owing to restrictions imposed by the Spanish authorities 
in the Spanish Zone, the exports from this zone were 
directed mostly to the Peninsula. With the advent of 
normal times, the export trade should return to its former 
channels. No new lines of steamers have been established. 


Raitways, Harsours anp Pusiic Works. 


The projected harbour works at Tangier were suspended 
on the outbreak of the war The scheme for a concession 
has, however, been studied and the matter will doubtless 
be taken up again as soon as circumstances admit. 

The study of the Tangier-Fez railway scheme was also 
suspended at first, but lately the project has been taken up 
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again, the plans, etc., proceeded with, and actual work 
commenced on some sections in the French Zone. The con- 
struction of the line will presumably be proceeded with as 
quickly as possible. 

The only other public work of any importance con- 
templated for speedy execution is the water supply. The 
matter has been under study for some vears, and it is under- 
stood that the concession has now been granted to a French 
Company. ‘ 

The only public works in progress in the Spanish Zone 
on the outbreak of the war were harbour works at Laraiche 
and a railway between that port and Alcazar, both of thei 
in the hands of a German company. The former has been 
handed over to the Spanish authorities in an incomplete 
staie, and the work on the railway has been practically a 
a standstill for some time. This railway, as also the Spanish 
Zone section of the Tangier-Fez railway, with which it wil] 
connect, will presumably be pushed on when circumstances 
admit. A light railway has been built connecting Ceuta 
with Tetuan, and a line to join up the latter place with the 
Tangier-Fez railway is contemplated. but is not likely to 
be taken in hand for some time. ; 





ASIA, 


JAPAN. 
IMPORTANCE OF THE RICE Chor. 


Krom July onwards, until after the harvest is completed 

in November, the rice crop and its prospects and progress 
are all-pervading topics in every circle of thinking people 
in Japan. This is so in normal years, and has been much 
more so in 1918, owing to the fact that considerable dis- 
turbances took place in the month of August in many 
districts, these riots having as one of their causes the high 
cost of this staple food. Consequently the amount of 
discussion and writing on Japan’s tood problems has been 
greater than ever. The one practical result, so far, is that 
the Customs duty on foreign rice has been removed by th 
new Ministry. 
_ Rice occupies such a position in Japan’s food supply that 
it 1s worthy of all the study of the best intellects in the 
country. While it is not possible to state all the factor: 
of the problem, the following are the principal :- 








Tue Lanp QUESTION. 

the area of unreclaimed land that could be economically 
converted into irrigated rice fields is comparatively small: 
on the other hand, by the growth of cities and of industrie: 
in localities outside of cities, a certain amount of land is 
heing taken away from rice cultivation. 

YIELD PER ACRE. 

The yields per acre of rice in Japan are high, when 
weather conditions allow of the full crop being reaped. In 
other words, seed selection, intelligent use of fertilisers, pest 
control, etc., have made considerable progress, and while 
a small margin of increase may be obtained trom the cultiva- 
tion side, it is generally recognised that the economic limit 
along these lines is not far away. 

Japanese rice in Japan may be said to occupy the same 
position in diet as white bread did at one time in Britain. 
To be a regular consumer of home-grown rice carries with it 
a certain social meaning. The population of this country 
is rapidly increasing and the standard of life rising equally 
rapidly, especially among the industrial classes. There is 
therefore pressure of population on the food supply from 
at least two causes. 

PREJUDICE AGAINST ImporTED Rice. 


Japan-grown rice is considered so very much superior to 
other rice that there is quite a prejudice against imported 
rice, part of which is probably unreasonable. Korean rice is 
nearest to the Japanese rice in taste and flavour, and rice- 
growing is being rapidly pushed in that country. However. 
the population of Korea is likewise a rice-consuining one, 
and rice consumption will naturally increase there as the 
population grows and the standard of living rises. 

The critical period of the rice crop coincides with the 
typhoon season, and periodically the calculations of the 
whole nation concerning the food supply for the next year 
are upset by Nature. The last two great floods were i= 
1907 and i910, but nearly every year a certain amount of 
local damage from weather causes loss. The year 1918 may 
be described as generally favourable to the rice crop. 

In years when the home-grown supply seems likely to be 
within sight of meeting the national requirements, Japan is 
2 most unwilling customer for foreign rice, although, per- 
force, in certain years a considerable amount has to be 
purchased. 
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ork Foreign-grown rice is most unpopular aniong all grades termination of this Act shall not affect any Act done, or any 
-0n- of consumers, educated as well as uneducated. No serious right or obligation accruing or accrued,” ete. It further 
1 as study has ever been made by anybody on methods of cooking states that “All rights or habilities under this Act arising 
| joreign rice, or of using a small percentage of Japanese rice betore its termination shall continue and may be enforced 
Th. polish to alter the flavour. According to American investiga- in the same manner as if the Act had not terminated.” 
“way tions, 15-16ths of the favouring substances of rice are con- The guarantee tor the 1919 wheat crop expires on Isi June. 
neh cained in that portion of the grain which is affected, and 1920, 
more ov less reinoved, according to the degree of polishing. LEGISLATION TO GUARANTEE Price. 
one Compared with wheat-consuming countries, the rice- Legislation to make effective the wheat price guarantee 
che consuming countries seem to tace a more ser1ous problem. tor the 1919 crop, and at the Samine time safeguard the 
eT) Everywhere in rice-consuming countries there are very Grovernmen, against losses, was recommended to Congress 
een strong, not to say bigoted, prejudices in favour of home- on 26th December by the Department of Agriculture and 
lete produced rice. The Tamil coolies of Ceylon, who come from the Food Administration. A memorandum sent to the 
Pr the Southern parts ot Madras, live on the imported par- Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture made these 
Msi hoiled Indian rice, refusing to touch the Sinhalese rice, recommendations : — 
ss which they say gives them indigestion ; while the rammaloee (1) Extension by Congress beyond Ist June, 1920, of the 
i say that there is no nourishment in the Indian rice. Jn date for the Government purchase of the 1919 crop. 
the foreees parw 0 India oe a amen that eangnEn Sian (2) Continuance of the Food Administration’s Grain Cor- 
, iid . 7 J “ ; d Store Ss n vl 
ra was much disliked until methods ot cooking were altered. tia salen ie Cp ea nn ai ase 
: ane , ee a ed poration, or creation of a new agency to buy, store, and sell 
In wheat-consuming countries there is a much more in- 1919 wheat that » aie tie et, tile denis t 
telligent use of wheat and of other grains, and the great see Cane ee heats — - mead cal te eits 
war has been a further education on the economic utilisation — , (5) Possible legislative provisions to protect the Govern- 
of all cereals. | ment against wheat or flour brought in from other countries 
: Rice For BREWING. | during the period ot effectiveness of the guaranteed price. 
are | and also to protect buyers of such wheat so long as the 
One subject to which increased attention particularly has | wheat is in this country and not consumed. 
been drawn in present conditions is the use bee ae bead | The memorandum was compiled with the approval ot the 
brewing. The national drink—sake—is derived entirely Piuciiead of tho Ulsitel Mintes. and white ceteateied 
ted irom rice, and about 20 million bushels of rice are utilised Pte <asng gga Boregel . cig earn a ree - 
a , . | anil vongress 1t was stated that ‘‘the Government has made a 
Ss in this way annually. Experiments have been carried out — , ne pec . . 
| Pa; oe ' a guarantee, and it goes without saying that it must be made 
pl at the brewing Experiment Station of the Finance Depart- offective,”? 
ach ment in the neighbourhood of Tokio on the possible utilisa- | , 
oes tion of foreign rice for brewing, and so far these experiments | 
al are encouraging. | THE TOY INDUSTRY. 
of Cost or Propuction oF Rick IN JAPAN. | At the annual mecting of the Association of Toy Makers 
en | ; _ of the United States, which was held recently in New York. 
1at The most varied estimates are tound in Japan as to the | it was stated that the toymakers of America aii to make 
thy cost of production—variations being due to value of land the United States first in the manufacture of playthings 
and the wages of labour debited against the crop. During and to give work to thousands of crippled soldiers. — 
he the last three years the oe amet py le lagen prt According to statistics compiled by the War Industries 
dite enormously, owing to the high price o iageee as ve Board, there were seventy-one firms in the United States 
great exodus of labour from the rural districts into _ making toys in 1913, and these had an annual business of 
industrial areas benefiting from war trade a “ 7,921,458 dols. The same firms in 1918 hoped to do a total 
figures just published for certain districts of the vinta husiness of not less than 13,000,000 dols. ‘The report of the 
lly of Nagona put the production costs at from 28 to 32 in War Industries Board shows that in addition to these 
I: per koku, or in Western figures, from 10 to 12 shillings pet seventy-one firms hinety-four other manufacturers have 
sn bushel. These figures are based on present cost of labour started to make toys since 1913. Some of these new tov 
: and material, and are far more than double what they were manufacturers represent simply. the addition of a toy depart- 
jour years ago. Again, Nagano is not a typical rice-growing men? to an existing factory, but a very high percentage of 
prefecture, and its figures are naturally somewhat higher these firms represents entirely new business. In 1917 these 
= ian te een ables enetl. firms did a total business of 7,202,032 dols., and a conserya- 
Th tive estimate indicates that the business in 1918 would not 
- he less than 7,750,000 dols. 
ile ESTIMATE OF POTATO CROP. 
wit H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Yokohama reports, under 
- date of 3rd December, that the official estimate of the Sweet HAWAIL. 
me Potato and Potato crops in Japan for 1918 is:-- 
in. 1917. 1918 — alga THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 
it Tons. ons. er cent. ie a oF 
ts ities Bites ....... 3,697,570 3,906,700 57 (Fron the British Consul.) H 
liy I Sadat eadlnsiy 1 284,000 1,463,220 10-4 7 oT : . venta 
- The whole ot the crop of the 1917-18 season, amounting 
asi to about 973,009 tons, has been shipped with the exception 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. of 5,000 tons awaiting shipment at the time of writing, and 
10,906 tons consumed in the islands. 
> ' mn ) The estimated crop for 1918-19 is 600,000 tons. The new 
to. GUARANTEED PRICE OF 1919 WHEAT CROP. price has been poate at 7°28 cents per lb., which means an 
ed The guaranteed price of wheat for the 1919 crop is to be increase of 20 dols. a ton to the planters. The nitrate 
- continued under the terms of the Lever Act, under which | — question is no longer serious, supplies up to the end of the 
“4 the United States Food Administration is at present operat- | pase March being practically assured. 
wm ing, according to a statement issued by the Food Administra- | Frem the 28th to the 3lst October the annual convention 
te ale ide adh Wiinicls | of sugar chemists was held. The most interesting papers 
The President’s proclamation of 2nd September stated that | read were those on os pivemeee~ vom we inehateial alcohol from 
he Tiles r sleet, tte Cateed Geane, | ee’ and on fertilisers. The latter report advised the 
i the ‘‘producers of wheat produced within tec Ps application of 250) lh. of nitrogenous fertiliser per acre as a 
ar .. . for the crop of 1919” are guaranteed the prices there- | minimum, with 50 Ib. each of phosphoric acid and potash. 
= in set forth, 2-26 dols. per bushel at Chicago, and tiie end of Photographs showed how the roots of the cane extend widely 
of the war or the proclamation of peace does not in any way around to a depth of 4 feet, and by rotting after the cane 
. affect this guarantee. is cut provide 14 tons of humus per acre to the soil. With 
Retin Ot alt thn Rover ok eoevtiies ‘That th o- | a cane crop of 45 tons tu the acre, there are about 14 tons of} 
" ection of the Lever z > es 1a wll, setuciaaaas | cane tops, 20 tons of dead leaves, and 14 tons of roots which 
of this Act shall cease to be in effect when the existing state | go back to the earth. Of nitrogen from fertilisers, averaging 
“ of war between the United States and Germany shall have 143 lb. per acre to plants as a whole, 20 lb. goes to the 
be terminated, and the fact and date of such termination shall rcots and so back to the earth. 
be ascertained and proclaimed by the President; but the 
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LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 
RUBBER CULTIVATION IN THE CORUMBA 
DISTRICT. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 











CoRUMBA. 
Exports of rubber from the Corumba district during the 
years 1912-18 have been as follows :— 
Year ended 31st July. Year ended 31st July. 


Kilogs. Kilogs. 
eee - 680,364 ED: oxcumusumaie 418,219 
eee 554,387 eens 291 ,652 
BE xknasesendes 534,213 BEE : taupiceneuns 317 ,435 
SP i cnnpscwnatele 349,178 


Firms at Corumba ship on consignment or act as forward- 
ing agents. Very little rubber is shipped by firms on their 
own account. A considerable part of the rubber exported from 
Corumba is received from Puerto Suarez, Bolivia. 

There are no local indications that enemy firms are tak- 
ing steps to extend their sphere of influence amongst the 
rubber gatherers. The rubber from the privately-owned 
plantations is obtained by the plantation owners. A small 
quantity is obtained irom private persons who work on some 
plantations. 

In the Brizilian district, of which Corumba is the outlet, 
all firms interested in the trade are Brazilian with one ex- 
ception {an Italian firm). In the Bclivian district the 
owners are Bolivian, British and German. 

No steck of rubber is held at Corumba; it is always 
shipped by the first available boat after its arrival from 
Cuyaba or Caceres. 

Only a very small proportion of the Brazilian rubber 
shipped from Corumba is “ Para.’ Para rubber is grown 
in the North of Matto Grosso, but is shipped via the 
Amazon. 

The Brazilian shipments from Corumba are of the coagu- 
lated (smoked) variety known under the general name of 
‘‘seringa’’ (hevea braziliensis) and sub-classified as ‘‘fina,”’ 
‘‘ entrefina,’’ and ‘‘sernamby.’’ From 8 to 10 per cent. oi 
the total quantity shipped from Corumba is known as 
‘‘mangaba.”’ 

The plantations in Brazil, of which Corumba is the out- 
let, are situated in the valleys of the rivers Arinos, 
Juruema, Tapajoz and their many affluents. No informa- 
tion is available as to the localities. 





BOLIVIA. 





RUBBER CULTIVATION IN PUERTO SUAREZ 
DISTRICT. 
(From the British Vtce-Consul.) 
PvEeRTO SvAREZ. 
Exports of rubber from the Puerto Suarez district during 
the years 1912-17 have been as follows: — 
Year ended 3lst Dec. Year ended 3lst Dec. 
Metric Tons. Metric Tons. 


UE. Sirliicserehiaian 182 SOE -Drennivinseeae 219 
BE txdtwarecteevas 164 PE Riukncrwieindes 214 
EE niinedelcumubies 104 BE . distcoseninsnes 185 


In Bolivia the barter system largely prevails, and the firms 
which obtain their rubber in this manner have usually im- 
ported their supplies of merchandise direct from Europe or 
the United States. Since the institution of the Statutory 
List enemy firms in Bolivia have, to some extent, through 
cloaks, obtained supplies from Brazil. r 

The Bolivian rubber shipped through Corumba consists of 
90 per cent. Para and 10 per cent. Sernamby. 

The bulk of the Bolivian rubber exported through Puerto 
Suarez and Corumba is grown in the Department of Santa 

‘ . . > m . ° - . 
Cruz, in the Province of Nuflo de Chavez, The forests are 
situated about 500 miles from Suarez. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or dtfficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelliyence). 

British firms may ovtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be pussible, 1t may be worth while for British 
firms tu open up communications now uith a view to future 
trade. | 








MARKET SOUGHT BY BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS. 

Enquiries have been received at this Department 
from firms who, possessing certain manutacturing 
facilities, are desirous of getting into touch with others 
who are seeking opportunities for having various manu. 
facturing reyuirements carried out. ‘Lhe names and 
addresses of these firms will be given by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade to applicants interested, who 
will quote the reference numbers. 





A British firm of exporters and shipowners are desirous 
of getting into touch with heating engineers who manufac- 
ture heating apparatus suitable for the drying of fish. 
(Reference No. M6.) 

A small works in Ireland, equipped with several lathes 
and drilling machines, is open to undertake suitable work, 
such as machining parts for subsequent assembly. (Reference 
No. M7 ) 

A small engineering works is open to undertake the manu- 
facture of small parts, and wishes to get into touch with 
firms who want small repetition work in brass, carried out. 
(Reference No. MS.) 

A large firm who are carrying out general stamped and 
machine-made brass founding are open to undertake repeti- 
tion work in brass and other metals, which can be done on 
hand or power presses. (Reference No. M9.) 

A firm wishes to obtain considerable quantities of brass or 
copper tubing, of 1 in. diameter, with walls of only0-004 
inch in thickness. (Reference No. M10.) 





BRITISH INDIA. 

MACHINERY FOR MANUFACTURE OF LAMP 
WICKS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has received 
an enquiry for the names of United Kingdom firms who can 
supply machinery for the manufacture of lamp_ wicks. 
(Reterence No. 120.) 

BUILDING MATERIALS, IRON AND STEEL 
PRODUCTS, ETC.—A firm of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers, with factories in this country and in the United 
States of America, desires to be placed in touch with a good 
firm of commission agents who have Indian connections, 
particularly those in any way connected with the steel 
industry or the building trade, in order to arrange for the 
sale of their products in British India. (Reference No. 123.) 





AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 
Strand, W.C., where replies should be addressed. 

DRAPERY OR HARDWARE.—A member of the Aus- 
tralian [Imperial Force, Survey Unit, now on service, desires 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
drapery or hardware, with a view to acting as their repre- 
sentative in Australia on an agency basis. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of 
the Agent-General for New South Wales, Sydney House, 
Cockspur Street, Trafalgar Square, S.W. 1, where enquiries 
should be sent :— 

BRUSHWARE, HARDWARE, CUTLERY, CROCKERY, 
is TC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Sydney, which las 
travellers periodically visiting each State of the Common- 
wealth, is desirous of being placed in communication with 
United Kinedom manufacturers of the undermentioned 
articles, with a view to being appointed sole agents in 
Australia: —Brushware. hardware, alumininm ware, electro- 
plate, cutlery, enamel ware, glassware, and crockery. 





—_—_-— - 


° CANADA. 


TEXTILES.—An agent at Montreal wishes to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of textiles of 
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ail kinds. The applicant left Glasgow four years ago, and 
has since been in the wholesale dry goods trade in Montreal. 
(Reference No. 147.) | ; 

COTTON YARNS AND COTTON GOODS.—A firm at 
\lontreal desires to take up agencies for United Kingdom 
nanufacturers of cotton yarns of all kinds, and cotton goods 
(grey, bleached, printed and dyed). The firm is stated to 
be of considerable financial strength and well connected. 
(Reference No. 148.) 

PeXTILES, HUSIERY, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents at Winnipeg desires to be placed into communication 
with United Kingdem manufacturers of hosiery, underwear, 
hats, caps, silk, cotton and woollen piece goods, who may 
be desirous of opening up or extending their Canadian 
business. The applicants possess an extensive selling 
organisation covering the whole of Canada, with offices at 
Winnipeg and Edmonton. (Reference No. 149.) 

MOTOR CARS, ACCESSORIES, TYRES, ETC.—A 
manufacturers’ agent at Winnipeg desires to be placed in 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of motor cars, 
accessories, tyres, etc., who contemplate entering the local 
market, with a view to acting as agent on a commission basis, 
with exclusive rights fer the territory trom the Great Lakes 
te the coast (Western Canada) He has a long experience 
with trade in this region, and he estimates that Manitoba. 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia will absorb 
over £22,000,000 worth of automobile equipment and tyres 
during the present year. (Reference No. 150.) 

ADVERTISING CONTRACTS IN CANADA.—A repre- 
sentative of a well-known publishing company at ‘Toronto 
and Montreal, who is about to visit the United Kingdom, 
desires to meet the representatives of firms who are con- 
sidering the placing of trade advertisements in Canada, 
and to discuss the matter of adequate publicity generally. 
He will arrive in the United Kingdom in March. The com- 
pany are the largest publishers of trade journals in Canada, 
covering the mining, pulp and paper, textiles, iron and steel, 
and fishing industries. (Reference No. 151.) 


— er 


NEW ZEALAND 

STEEL RAILS, IRON WIRE, ZINC SHEET, COPPER- 
PLATE WIRE, TUBING, ETC.—A _ well-known firm of 
merchants at Wellington desire to secure agencies of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of copper-plate wire and tubing, 
iron wire, steel rails, zine sheeting for cornices. (Reference 
No. 124.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS.—A business man at Wellington, 
who is arranging to work in association with leading elec- 
trical men in New Zealand, desires to act as agent 
in the Dominion for United Kingdom  manufac- 
turers of all kinds of electrical goods. The lines in which 
he is particularly interested are: Turbo-generators, trans- 
turiners, motors (A.C. and D.C.), house-service meters, wires 
and cables, metallic filament lamps, conduits, accumulators, 
small switches and accessories. He points out that the 
Government and various municipalities have planned large 
extensions and new installations, which will be begun as 
soon as conditions become normal, and he claims to be in 
a position to secure a considerable business. {Reference 
No. 125.) 

ENGINEERING STORES, STEEL WINDOW SEC- 
TIONS, ETC.—A firm at Auckland wishes to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of engineers’ supplies, 
including steel window sections suitable for manufacturing 
into steel casements in New Zealand, with a view to obtain- 
ing agencies. ‘The applicant was formerly employed as an 
engineer by a United Kingdom firm, whom he now repre- 
sents in the Dominion. H.M. Trade Commissioner in New 
Zealand considers the applicant a_ suitable agent for 
engineering lines. (Reference No. 152.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

KNAMEL WARE.—A firm of manufacturers’ representa- 
ilves at Capetown desire to secure the representations of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of enamel ware goods. A 
member of the firm is at present in the United Kingdom 
and is available for interviews. (Reference No. 126.) 

DRUGS, CHEMICALS, SURGICAL DRESSINGS, ETC. 
—A Cape Town business man, who is at present in London, 
desires to secure the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of chemists’ and druggists’ goods, sundries, 
a dressings, etc., in South Africa. (Reference No. 

4 
_ SHOVELS, PICKS, MATTOCKS, ETC.—A firm at Cape 
own desires to secure the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of shovels, picks, mattocks, forks, ete. The 
applicants are in touch with the hardware trade in South 
Africa, and are practical hardware men. (Reference 
No. 153.) 
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iMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued 
POTTERY, ELECTRO-PLATE, FANCY GOODS, E'tC. 


A business man, with considerable experience in selling 
electro-plate, pottery, fancy goods, ete., in South Africa, 
desires to take up agencies for United Kingdom manutfac- 
tures of these lines. The applicant is at present in this 
country serving with the South African force. (Reference 
No. 154.) 

MACHINERY AND PLANT.—A practical engineer at 
Cape Town, with considerable experience, desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom engineering firms for a part or 
the whole of the Union of South Africa. The appheant was 





‘a mechanical engineer, and has had twelve years’ experience 


with a well-known South African firm of merchants, for 
whom he has lately acted as assistant manager. (Reference 
No. 155.) 





BRITISH EAST AFRICA. . 


TEXTILES.—-A voung business man, lately serving with 
che British forces in British East Africa, and with four years’ 
experience of the soft goods trade in the country, desires to 
he placed into communication with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers with a view to acting as their agent ‘The apph- 
cant speaks Swahili. (Reference No. 156.) 





ALGBRIA. 

AGENCIES FOR UNITED KINGDOM GOODs.—The 
Consul-General at Algiers reports that the ‘Syndicat Com- 
mercial Algérien *’ would be glad to take up the representa- 
tion of United Kingdom firms. The Syndicate claims that it 
can always find an agent who has specialised in any par- 
ticular product for which it is desired to finda market. It 
includes ainong its members a large proportion of the best 
firms in Algiers, and its position is considered favourable for 
the furtherance of comercial relations between the United 
Kingdom and Algiers. Communications from United King- 
(om manufacturers and exporters should be addressed to the 
‘Syndicat Commercial Algérien, 6e Groupe (Voyageurs et 
teprésentates de Commerce), Palais Consulaire, Algiers.’’ 
Attention was called to the Syndicate on page 116 of the 
‘Journal’ of 28th October, 1917, where it is stated that the 
Syndicate has agreed not to represent any German or 
Austrian firm in future. 


re er i ee 


ARGENTINA. 

ELECTRICAL FITTINGS, FANCY LEATHER, LONG 
CLOTHS, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Buenos 
Aires are anxious to take up the representation of first-class 
tirms manufacturing electrical fittings and accessories. They 
are also open to take up agencies for fancy leather for the 
manufacture of best purses and small ladies’ handbags (not 
skivers), and long cloths, twilled shirtings, shirt cloths, 
plain and twilled sheetings, ete. 

One otf the partners, bearing a recommendation from 
ii.M. Commercial Attaché in Buenos Aires, is now in this 
country. (Reference No. 157.) 

PIANOS, TAPESTRY FURNISHINGS, ETC.—A Bir- 
iningham merchant intends as soon as possible to proceed to 
duenos Aires with the view of representing a number of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of pianos, tapestry furnish- 
ings, and any United Kingdom manufactures for which there 
is amarket in South America. The applicant, whe proposes 
to open offices in Buenos Aires, would be glad to be placed 
In communication with United Kingdom firms desiring to 
extend their connection in the South American market. 
(Reference No. 158.) | 

AGENCY WANTED.—<A business man, with long ex- 
perience in a British general importing house in Argentina, 
desires to secure agencies for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers who wish to extend their trade in that market. The 
applicant is at present in this country, having resigned his 
position in the Argentine to volunteer for active service. 
(Reference No. 159.) 





BELGIUM. 

TEXTILES, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—Two Beigian business 
men now in London desire to represent in Belgium United 
Kingdom manufacturers of various textiles (including piece 
voods and manutactures). They claim to have good con- 
nections in the Belgian textile trade, and are prepared to 
purchase for own account or to act on a commission basis. 
(Reference No. 128.) 

MACHINERY FOR PRINTING, BOOKBINDING, AND 
STATIONERY TRADES.—A merchant house at Brussels, 
a representative of which is at present in London, wish to 
secure an agency for the sale of United Kingdom machinery 
for the printing, bookbinding, and stationery trades, with 
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« view to placing these on the Belgian and Continental 
markets. (Reference No. 129.) 


BRAZIL. 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, DYES, OILS, GREASE, 
CASHMERES, #1TC.—A firm of exporters and importers at 
Sio Paulo desires to enter into relations with United King- 
dom firms for the sale of their manufactures in Brazil. The 
applicants are specially interested in chemical products 
(dyes and anilines), oils, grease, fine cashmeres, and any 
other goods which are of interest to Brazil. (Reference 
No. 130.) 

HARDWARE, CHEMICALS, DRY GOODS, ETC.—-An 
Kinglish-speaking Brazilian, who was educated in England, 
desires to represent in Brazil United Kingdom manuiac- 
tarers of hardware, dry goods, chemicals, drugs, etc. The 
applicant states that he is prepared, if sufficient Induce- 
ments are given, to open a showroom at Rio de Janeiro. 
({eterence No. 131.) 

MACHINERY, TRON AND STEEL, ETC.—A French 
‘irm at Bahia desires to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of machinery for sugar refining, also of tubes. 
iron bars, iron and. steel goods in general. The firm 
obtained its supplies before the war from France. It ts 
now desirous on account of the failure of supplies from 
france to purchase machinery trom the United Kingdom. 
(Reierence No. 132.3 


CUBA. 

MACHINERY. MILE SUPPLIES, BUILDERS 
SUPPLIES, PAINTS. ETC.—A_ British firm at Habana 
desires to secure agencies for the above United Kingdom 
manutactures, The applicant considers that these lines can 
he handled in the epen market to advantage. Imports ct 
machinery. into Habana during the month ending 23rd 
Decomber, 1918, are estimated at £530,000, (Reference No. 
1GO.) 


DENMARK. 
MACHINE TOOLS, BALATA BELTINGS, DIE HEADS. 
Danish firm, who are well-connected in shipbuilding 
und engineering circles in that country, desire to obtain 
sole agencies for Denmark of United Kingdom manutac- 
tures of machine tools, balata beitings, and die heads. 
(Reference No. 133.) 


> 
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FRANCE. 

FURNITURE, ETC.—A_ business man at Bordeaux 
desires to act as agent for United Kingdom manufactures 
ot furniture, ete., as well as accessories for the manufacture 
of spring mattresses, etc. The applicant has had a con- 
siderable manufacturing experience. (Reference No. 134.) 

REPRESENTATION AT- LYONS FAIR.—-An — old- 
established United Kingdom firm of engineers is prepared 
to represent United Kingdom manutacturers of machinery 
who are exhibiting at the forthcoming Lyons Fair. A 
member of this firm has been in business in France tor 
thirty years. (Reference No. 135.) 

THREAD, TWINE, ROPES, NETS, ETC.—An agent at 
Angers desires to secure the representation of United NKing- 
dom manufactures of threads, twines, ropes, nets, ete.. 
made from cotton, flax and hemp. (Reference No. 136.) 

LEATHER GOODS AND SADDLERY.—A busimess man 
at Marseilles desires tc take up agencies tor United King- 
dom manufacturers of leather goods of all kinds, including 
harness and saddlery. The applicant has a considerable 
experience with trade in his district. (Reference No. 161.) 

TIN, TIN PLATE, &TC.—A business man in Paris desires 
te secure the representation of United Kingdom firms in 
France for the sale of tin, tin plate, etc., in large quantities. 
(Reference No. 162.) 

FURNITURE AND HARDWARE.—A business man at 
‘Tours desires to secure agencies of British firms in France 
tor the sale of high-class furniture and all articles usually 
sold by furniture dealers and hardware merchants. The 
applicant travels throughout France, but principally in the 
contre, west, and north-west. (Reference No. 163.5 





ITALY. 

CHEMICALS, DRUGS, ETC.—An export and import 
agent at Genoa, who was formerly in business in Turin, 
desires to secure agencics tor United Kingdom manufactures 
of chemicals, drugs, etc. (Reference No. 137.) 


COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARNS, FABRICS.—A 


Manchester firm established at Milan desires to secure 
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agencies for United Kingdom manufactures of cotton and 
woollen yarns, and fabrics. The applicants will deal on a 
merchant basis if given the sole agency for Italy. (Reference 
No. 164.) 





MEXICO. 

CriCLEs, GAUGE GLASSES, HARDWARE, ETC.—A 
well-established firm at Guadalajara desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufactures of hardware, 
cycles, gauge glasses, etc. The applicants are prepared to 
pay cash against documents at Vera Cruz, and would be 
Willing to have the documents consigned to the British 
Consul at that port. 

Practically the whole of the hardware trade in this 
country was in the hands of Germans before the war. 
(Reterence No. 165.) 


ee eS 


MEXICO, CUBA, WEST INDIES. 
MANCHESTER DRESS GOODS.—An — experienced 
traveller covering the West Indies, Cuba and Mexico, will 
be in the United Kingdom at the end of February, and is 
open to take up an agency for a good Manchester house. 
(Reference No. 138.) 





MOROCCO. 

A young Moroccan desires a position in a United Kingdoin 
firm which is already specialising or prepared to specialise 
in trade with Morocco. The applicant speaks and writes 
French, English and Arabic, and has been in business at 
Mogador as commission agent. He is prepared to ~iscon- 
tinue relations with firms which he represents at present. 
as he desires ultimately to become manager in Morocco of 
the Moroccan branch of a United Kingdom firm. (Reference 
No. 139.) 

TEXTILES, HOUSEHOLD REQUISITES.—An import- 
ing and exporting house at Rabat desires to secure agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers or suppliers of enamel- 
ware, glassware, drapery, woollen goods, etc., cigarettes, 
pipes, ete., and green tea, etc. (Reference No. 166.) 


—_————. eee 8 


NETHERLANDS. 

PLANT FOR COKE OVENS AND MANUFACTURE OF 
BY-PRODUCTS.—Certain Dutch firms which are interested 
in the projected establishment of coke furnaces in the Nether- 
lands, will shortly be in a position to accept delivery otf 
plant and machinery. The object of the undertaking, apart 
from the manufacture of coke, tar, benzol, and sulphate ot 
ammonia, will be to supply light and power to the neigh- 
bouring districts. United Kingdom manufacturers will, on 
applicaticn, be placed in touch with the directors of this 
undertaking. (Reference No. 140.) 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON GOODS.—A merchant at the 
Hague desires to act as agent for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of woollen and cotton goods. The applicant has 
vecupied an official position in the Netherlands during the 
war, and claims to have an intimate acquaintance with 
Dutch wholesale and retail houses. He is prepared to cover 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and other Continental markecis. 
(Reference No. 141.) 

LAMP GLASSES (CHIMNEYS).—A firm at Amsterdam 
desires to place orders in the United Kingdom for lamp 
glasses (lamp chimneys), and will be glad to be placed into 
communication with firms who are able to supply under 
present circumstances. (Reference No. 167.) 


NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 

METAL BEDSTEADS.—A firm at Amsterdam desires to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of meta! 
hedsteads, with a view to obtaining an agency for their sale 
in the Netherland East Indies. (Reference No. 168.) 





NORWAY. 

PRINTING AND BOOKBINDING MACHINERY, 
PRINTERS’ TYPE.—A Norwegian importer of these goods, 
who has hitherto mainly bought from Germany, would like 
to be placed in communication with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of these articles. (Reference No. 169.) 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 


SOUTH AMERICA, SPAIN, PORTUGAL. 

LEATHER, AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, TOOLS, 
PERFUMERY, ETC.—An agent already representing a 
well-known British firm of manufacturing stationers, and 
who has been travelling in Spain, Portugal, and South 
America for some 28 years, is desirous of getting into touch 
with first-class British manufacturers of the following goods, 
wishing to extend their trade to the countries before- 
wentioned:—Leather and fancy leathers; agricultural 
machinery and tools: perfumery; chemicals and drugs; 
hollow-ware ; ironmongery and Birmingham goods. (Refer- 
ence No. 170). 





ee 


PORTUGAL AND WEST AFRICA. 
PHARMACEUTICAL AND CHEMICAL PRODUCTtTS.— 
\ Lisbon firm of wholesale chemists and druggists seek 
agencies for Portugal and West Africa from United Wing- 
dom manufacturers of pharmaceutical and chemical pro- 
duets or other suitable articles. (Reference No. 142.) 





SPAIN. 

GENERAL AGENCY.—A tirm of merchants at Barcelona 
desires to secure the sole agency for Spain of United King- 
dom manutactured goods which are not at present directly 
represented there. All business will be transacted through 
a well-known firm of export and general merchants in 


London. (Reference No. 143.) 
HEAVY IRONMONGERY, SEWING NEEDLES, 
METALS, ETC.—A business man at Zaragoza desires to 


secure an agency tor United Kingdom manutacturers of 
heavy ironmongery, sewing needles, tubes, metals, steels, 
ete. (Reference No. 144.) 

DRUGS, CHEMICALS, OLEAGINOUS SEEDS, ETC.— 
A general agent at Barcelona desires to secure the repre- 
sentation of United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers 
of drugs, chemical products, raw material for fertilisers, 
oleaginous seeds, oils, etc. The applicant does business with 
the wholesale trade only. (Reference No. 145.) 

GENERAL AGENCY, MACHINERY, ETC.—A merchant 
at Madrid desires to secure the representation in Spain 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of machinery of all 
descriptions, and is also prepared to take up the sale of 
ether articles. The applicant is well recommended by a 
certain United Kingdom firm which has carried on a con- 
siderable business through him. (Reference No. 146.) 


EE 


SWITZERLAND. 
PROVISIONS.-—An old-established Swiss merchant with 
ofices in London, desires to be placed in communication with 
good United Kingdom provision houses. London and con- 
tinental references can be supplied. (Reference No. 171). 





CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Port- 
land House, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence 
furfher information may be obtained :— 

AUTOMOBILES.—-A Toronto firm, which operates a 
machine shop, will be glad to undertake the agency of a 
United Kingdom manufacturer of automobiles. 

MANUFACTURERS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A steel 
manufacturing company in HKastern Canada has facilities 
for manufacturing, under Royalty, specialities protected by 
British Patents which proprietors may wish to introduce 
into Canada. They invite correspondence from manu- 
facturers interested. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR HONEY.—A Canadian firm, in 
a position to offer honey of several grades, asks to be placed 
in correspondence with United Kingdom buyers. 
MARKET SOUGHT FOR ELECTROLYTIC ZINC AND 
LEAD.--A Canadian company, manufacturing electrolytic 
zinc and lead, are desirous of getting into touch with United 


Kingdom buyers, for whose information samples and 
particulars of analysis have been transmitted. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR WASHBOARDS AND 
NITCHEN WOODENWARE.—A Canadian firm, manu- 


facturing washboards and kitchen woodenware generally, 


is desirous of arranging for their sale in the United 
Kingdom. 
(Note.—-Communications in regard to the foregoing 


enquiry should be addressed as indicated above. | 
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Shipping and Transport. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


NATIONAL SHIPYARDS AT CHEPSTOW. 

The Shipping Controller desires to announce that the 
National Shipyards, the construction of which was under- 
iaken at a war emergency measure, are, in view of the 
Armistice, being finished off on a reduced scale, all measures 
being taken to protect the value of the property with a view 
to securing that it realises a fair value eventually as a going 
concern. 

Any persons or bodies who are prepared to submit pro- 
posals for the acquisition and operation of the Yards, should 
communicate with the Secretary, Ministry of Shipping, stat- 
ing how far they are prepared to enlist the co-operation of 
labour by the adoption of the co-partnership principle or 
otherwise. 








CANADA. 





ST. JOHN N.B. AND SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE. 

The Norwegian steaniship ‘‘Henrik Ibsen’’ recently arrived 
at St. John, New Brunswick, states the Imperial Trade 
correspondent at the port, direct from South America with 
a full cargo of coffee, cocoa and hides, all of which were 
shipped through this port to upper and Western Canadian 
points. This was the first general cargo steamer from South 
America to be brought to this port, the traffic hitherto 
having keen carried on through New York. The steamer left 
en 24th November in ballast for New York. 





RESUMPTION OF WORK ON WELLAND CANAL. 

A semi-official announcement has been made that the 
resumption of work on the Welland Canal connecting Lake 
Krie and Ontario, will be resumed this spring, according to 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto. 

The estimated cost of the main contracts in the work is 
20,000,000 dols., of which 12,000,000 dols. were expended 
Lefore the war. In addition there are further expenditures 
contemplated for land, cement, steel bridges, lock gates, 
valves, etc., amounting to 8,000,000 dols., of which 4,000,000 
have been expended. 





ITALY. 





KSTIMATE OF MERCHANT TONNAGE. 

An article in the ‘“‘Sole’’ of the 12th January states that 
G3 per cent. of Italian merchant tonnage has been lost 
through the action of enemy submarines during the war, so 
that at present the vessels flying the Italian flag do not 
reach a total of 1,000,000 tons dead weight (approximately 
566,600 gross tons). 

Signor Villa is credited with the statement that in order 
to assist shipbuilding, certain changes are to be made in+the 
provisions of the recent decree which caused such consterna- 
tion in Italian shipbuilding circles. 

There are in Italy 14 shipbuilding yards, with 35 slips 
for the construction or iron ships, and 32 vards with 100 slips 
for wooden ships. At present 23 steamers of about 8,000 
tons, with a total capacity of 105,000 tons, are under con- 
struction. Besides this, material for other 12 steamers will 
be Jaid down as soon as slips are free; whilst 14 wooden 
motor vessels and 23 sailing ships are also building. 

It is estimated that during the present year 70 steamers 
can be built on existing slips and on those to be constructed, 
and that 200 a year can be built when all the yards are fully 
equipped, including those which the Admiralty may spare 
for building merchant tonnage, without including the out- 
put of yards at Trieste and other Adriatic ports. 

The Italian. Reconstruction Committee estimates Italy’s 
needs of merchant tonnage at 3,542,364 tons dead weight 
(approximately 2,361,574 gross tons). 

Taking into consideration steamer tonnage only, and 
under the most tavourable circumstances, Italy will possess 
the following tonnage (dead weight) in 1919:— 

852,365 tons which may be ceded to Italy by England ; 

200,000 tons from the United States; 100,000 tons which 
may be assigned to Italy from enemy tonnage, making a total 
of 1,152,365 tons, leaving a deficit of over 2,000,000 tons 
dead weight. 

italian construction in coming years may be increased to 
200,000 tons, but even then it will be years before the 
requisite merchant fleet. can be built up. 














SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued. 


PROPOSED ITALIAN TRANS-BALKAN 
RAILWAY. 

According to ‘‘L’Esportazione, Milan,’ the Italian 
Superior Council for Public Works has approved the genera! 
plan for the construction of a Trans-Balkan Railway from 
Valona to Monastir across Albania. From Monastir it is 
propesed to build a line to Uskub where connection will be 
made with the existing railway system between Salonika 
and Constantinople. 

Great importance, from the point of view of Italian in- 
terests, is attached to the line between Valona and Monastir 
(260 kilometres), as it is expected to serve as the means for 
opening the Balkans to Italian trade. 

In the project is included a proposal to establish a ferry 
boat service between Valona and Brindisi or Otranto. The 
latter does not affurd such good port accommodation as the 
former, but by its use the crossing would be shortened by 
about two hours. 

A fuller account of the scheme is published by L’Istituto 
ltalano per lVespansione commerciale e coloniale of Venice 
in pamphlet form under the title of ‘‘ La Transbalcanica 
Italiana Roma-Valona-Constantinople.”’ 





— —— -- - . ee 


JAPAN. 





PROPOSED STANDARDISATION OF SHIPS 
AND MATERIALS. 


A Report has been issued by the Japanese Government 
of the work of the Committee which has been conducting an 
investigation into the standardisation of freight boats. 

It is claimed, in the preface of the Report, that the adop- 
tion of standards in the building of freighters will facilitate 
the supply of materials, and enhance the efficiency of yards; 
so that the cost of ships will be considerably reduced. 


War ano Peace Tyres. 


Types ot freighters are divided into two broad classes— 
one for war and the other for peace requirements. War-time 
types are four in number, which can be speedily built to 
make good probable losses in tonrage. All boats built 
according to these standards, the Committee state, would be 
very simple in construction, but much is sacrificed in other 
respects. 

The types for peace-time are sixteen, including six special 
types. In drawing up these plans the Committee have con- 
sidered the weight of bodies, the consumption of fuel and 
other points, and have avoided. too much uniformity in 
construction. Builders are also allowed to introduce some 
variations in their plans of building. . 


STANDARDISED MATERIALS. 


in the case of the war type boats, standard sizes of 
imaterials are classified into thirteen, and it is recommended 
that the steel for bodies should be within 30 feet in length 
and 78 inches in width. Boilers are required to be strictly 
uniform. 

in the case of the peace type boats materials are classified 
into thirty-one. Only in the length and width of body 
material and boilers is uniformity observed. 

Outlining the present irregularity in materials, the 
Committee state that as the result of inspection of seven- 
teen boats now under construction, much irregularity has 
been discovered in the shapes used. In all, materials of 
ninety-one different sizes were used. In a boat of 12,000 
tons, fifty-one different sizes were discovered in use. Even 
in a steamer of 2,000 tons twenty-one different sizes were 
observed. 

After giving a minute description of the different types, 
the Committee advise the Government first to take measures 
to induce builders to adopt the standards. The first recom- 
mendation is to grant facilities to builders to adopt them 
by legislation or other measures. Secondly, the Government 
are recommended to give bounties or compensation to 
builders for the adoption of standards. 

Standard materials, states the Report, should be made 
principally by private steel mills, while the Government 
steel works would devote its plant to the production of 
other shapes. 

It is further advised that not cnly private shipbuilding 
vards, but the Navy, should be urged to standardise the 
materials they use in building ships. 


— 
—— 
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Textiles. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
COTTON SPINNING AND WEAVING RETURNS. 


The following statement, showing the quantity of cotton 
yarn spun, and of cotton woven goods produced, in British 
India and the Native States during the month of August, 
19i6, 1917, and 1918, have been extracted from returns 
issued by the Indian Government :— 











Menth of August, 





1916. 1917. ; 91s, 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 








BRITISH INDIA AND NATIVE 
STATES. 


Cotton yarn spun .. Lb. 59,565,988 | 53,272 479 | 58.0'9,718 





SSS a 

Grey and bleached Lb. = 24,727,065 | 21,470,904 | 26,547 229 
piece goods... \ Yards (02,660,204 | 91,450,266 '109,382,328 
2». = 11,767,143 | 9,600,179 8,70:),229 


Coloured piece goods | a . 


a I Paivy 5 YF @ 2 a »¢ De 
ds i Oey DG ‘ pVSI4 42,738,920 v.« }, 1S: I S3Y 


Grey and coloured 





goods (other than ‘Lb. 282,483 339,354 SLU, 146 
piece goods) | 
Hosiery es 7 is 32,245 | 20,309 28,963 
Miscellaneous goods " 113,758 129,251 132,377 





Total of woven Goods* lb. 36,922,694 


31,612,277 | 35,965, 125 





* Including 46,220 lb. of cotton goods mixed with silk or woo | 
in 1917 and 7,151 Ib. in 1918. 


THIRD FORECAST OF COTTON CROP 

The third forecast of the Cotton Crop has been issued by 
the Department of Statistics. The forecast is based on th« 
situation in the beginning of December, based on reports 
furnished by provinces, which comprise the entire cotton 
area of India. 

The total area for the seasen 1918-19 amounts to 19,677 ,WUU 
acres, as against 23,789,009 acres (the revised figure) on the 
same date last year, or a decrease of 17 per cert. As com- 
pared with the fina] estimate of last year (24,781,000 acres), 
the present estimate shows a decrease of 21 per cent. 

The total estimated yield is 3,282,000 bales of 400 ib. each, 
as against 3,939,000 bales (the revised figure) on the same 
date last year, or a decrease of 17 per cent. The present 
estimate of out-turn, as compared with the sum of actual 
exports (net) abroad, mill consumption, and extra-factory 
cepsumption in 1017-18 (8,860,000 bales), shows a decrease 
of lo per cent. 

The present figures for the provinces are as follows : — 

| 1918-19. 1917-le. 

Provinces and States. Area Yield Area Yield 
(acres) (bales) (acres) (bales) 

Bombay (a) ...... 4,618,000 549,000 6,670,000 1,241,000 
Central Provinces and Bera: 4,212,000 789,000 4,564,000 591,000 
ES eee a aie ” 722,000 519,000 2,524,000 48,000 
eS eee Joeeees 1,580,000 501,000 1,740,000 281,000 
United Provinces (@) ...........c..0.-c00 863,000 175,000 1,816,000 19,000 





ER RRs SE ene 70,000 98,000 220,000 7 &,000 
ia es ailislaie " gidpctelehicne 338,000 70,000 236 U0 35,000 
EI iid leceneiidiiiecsdonenusieies 73,006 6 000 71,000 20,000 
Bihar and Orissa (b) ................. 77.000 19,000 67 ,000 1¢ ,000 
North-West Frontier Province ....... sa 33, U0U 9,000 88,000 16,000 
III. <cthdidin: | cc cbuihiecnineabasidiidibdiadiiibieeie 33,000 12,000 32,000 12,000 


Ajmer-Merwara “are ibaa ahs 30,000 14.000 (c) 68,000 (c) 14,000 
fats crceueuconcnsitaniic ..... 2,881,000 200,000 3,445,000 450,000 
Central India ............ eee eee 1,261,000 153,000 1,304,000 174,000 
796,000 §1,600 827,000 218,000 


EE ee ee 
Rajputana ....... panalestes ieee eae er 292,900 61.000 (c) 432,000 85,000 
a nt , 95,000 °6 000 150,000 18 000 

SS are _.......... 19,677,000 3,282,000 23,789,000 5,939,000 


= — 








NOTE.—A bale contains 400 Ibs. of cleaned cotton. _ 

(a) Ineluding Indian States within provincial boundaries. 

(b) Excluding Indian States for which the yield is roughly estimated at 
1,000 bales. 

(c) Revised figure. 

The Second Estimate of the Cotton Crop appeared on 
p. 787 of the ‘‘Journal” of 19th December. 





EGYPT. 


TREATMENT AND PROTECTION OF 
COTTON-SEEDS. 


The Egyptian cotton crop, according to a review issued by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, benefited on the whole by the 
relatively warm weather which prevailed in October. The 
pink boll worm attack has been, generally speaking, some- 
what lighter in Lower Egypt than in past seasons. The 
available ginning out-turns up to date are practically similar 
to those of last year in Lower Egypt, but lower in Upper 
Egypt. . . . 9 

Taking all the various factors into consideration, and 
working on a cotton area of 1,361,000 feddans, according to 
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the measurements made by the Survey Departinent, the 

Ministry of Agriculture estimates the crop at 5,252,000 

cantars, or an average yield of 3-86 cantars per feddan for 

the whole country. (feddan=1-038 acres ; cantar= 99-04 Ib.) 
CoTTon Seep ‘TREATMENT. 

The Lgyptian Government has now applied, for the first 
time in the ginneries of Upper Egypt, the treatment of 
cotton-seed by hot air, with a view to kill the pink boll-worm 
in the seed. All the working ginneries in that part of the 
country have been fitted with approved machines for this 
purpose from the beginning of the present cotton-ginning 
season, and from the reports of the inspecting entomologist 
of the Ministry of Agriculture it appears that these machines 
are working satisfactorily. 

The erection of similar machines in the ginneries of Lower 
Egypt will be enforced from ldth July, 1919. 

ConTROL oF CoTTON SEED. 

Since August, 1917, the Egyptian cotton seed crop has 
been under Government control. ‘This control is of a dual 
nature, viz., control of export and of use of cotton seed for 
local, industrial and other purposes, and control of sowing 
cotton seed. 

The first is exercised by a Board set up in Alexandria by 
proclamation under the authority of the British and Egyp- 
tian Governments, and is called the Cotton Seed Control 
Board. This Board takes over all cofton seed arriving in 
Alexandria, and buys it at prices fixed for each of the three 
varieties for account of H.M. Government, and ships the 
seed to the United Kingdom. The Board also issues licences 
to the local crushing indusiry to take seed for the production 
oi domestic oil, and seed-cake for local consumption. 

The control of sowing cotton seed is exercised by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. No cotton seed may leave a iactory 
unless it 1s consigned to Alexandria, or is issued on licence 
to the crushers, or issued as sowing seed on orders from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Ginners and their ginning clients 
can only issue sowing seed if they hold a licence to do so 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, and they must deliver 
such seed directly at the factory only to cultivators, who hold 
permits issued by the Ministry of Agriculture for specified 
quantities, based on the area laid down by decree as 
cultivable in cotton. 

Thus, whilst the maximum amount of cotton seed available 
for oil-producing purposes is assured, at the same time, the 
quality of cotton seed used for sowing purposes is, to a 
great extent, safeguarded by compelling the cultivators to 
take direct from the ginning factories instead of buying 
through middlemen, who nctoriously traded in interior seed 
in the past. 

Incorporated in this scheme for the control of seed for 
suwing purposes is a scheme for the direct distribution of 
cotton seed on credit to cultivators, which the Ministry of 
Agriculture inaugurated some seven years ago. Under this 
distribution scheme over 40 per cent. of the cotton seed 
required for the 1918 crop was supplied by the Ministry. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
ORGANISATION OF COTTON GROWERS. 


The Governors of the cotton-growing States have issued 
a proclamation calling on business men and merchants to 
‘organise and unite with the determined purpose of with- 
holding from sale all cotton until a price can be obtained 
roe will cover the cost of production, plus a reasonable 
profit. 

lt has also been resolved ‘‘to urge farmers and dealers 
not to sell cotten for less than 35 cents a pound, basis 
middling.” 

According to the press, plans for the organisation of a 
general committee, representing domestic cotton interests, 
which shall have charge of the arrangements for the inter- 
national cotton conference, proposed by the National 
Association of Cotton Manufacturers, were adopted at a 
meeting of the board of government of the latter associa- 
ion at Boston in November. It has also been arranged 
to send to Kurope a special committee, which shall formally 
extend invitations to associations of spinners and other 
interests in Great Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, and 
other Allied and neutral European countries. 

The general committee that will have charge of arrange- 
ments will be drawn from every important branch of the 
domestic industry, and the President and Secretary of the 
National Association have been empowered to form and call 
the first meeting of this committee of about sixty-five 
members. It has been decided that its membership shall 
be made up as follows :— 

1. Five members appointed by the Secretary of 

_ Agriculture. 
2. Five members appointed by the Secretary of 
Commerce 
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3. The President and nine members of the Nationa! 
Association of Cotton Manufacturers. 
+. The President and nine members of the American 
Cotton Manufacturers’ Association. | 
5. The President and four members of the Southern 
Cotton Shippers’ Association. 
6. Five members representing the manufacturers ct 
textile machinery 
7. The President and tour members of the Nationa! 
Association of Compressmen. 
The President and four members of the Nationa! 
Ginners’ Association. 

9. The President or a member of the Cotton Exchange in 
each of the following cities: Charleston, Dallas, 
Galveston, Houston, Memphis, Montgomery. 
Savannah, New Orleans, and New York. 

10. One member appointed from each of the eleven 
cotton-growing States. 

from this committee will be selected a smaller executive 

committee in charge of the conference plans, and which will 
in turn appoint many sub-committees to look after details 
of the conference. 


NH 





Chemicals. 


MEXICO. 


OPPORTUNITY FOR TRADE IN CHEMICAI. 
GOODS. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
Mexico City. 

‘There is a possibility of establishing a considerable trad 
in chemical goods, drugs, aniline dyes, etc., in the Mexican 
market, but at present, owing to existing conditions, Britis): 
exporters have no share in this trade at all. | 

There should be a good opening for drugs, as none what- 
ever are manufactured in Mexico. 

In addition to drugs for medicinal purposes, this country 
consumes a considerable quantity of acids and heavy 
chemicals tor use in mines. The only local source of supply 
is, so far as can be ascertained, a German firm which manu- 
factures some sulphuric acid, nitric and hydrochloric acids 
and superphosphates (bone treated with sulphuric acid) for 
commercial purposes. 

With regard to aniline dyes, this trade was naturally ver) 
largely in the hands of the Germans before the war. Aniline 
dyes are at present imported from the United States, but 
no reliable statistics are available as to the quantities. 

British C.P. Goods (i.¢., chemically pure articles for pur- 
poses of analysis) are unknown in Mexico. Before the wa 
pure chemicais came from a well-known German firm. This 
firin have in recent years established a factory in the United 
States. They, together with two other firms are the chiei 
exporters from the United States at present. 

SuGGESTeD EXHIBITION or BriTIsH Goops. 

{t would be an advantage if British exporters could send 
samples of their goods for exhibition in Mexico City, par- 
ticularly of aniline dyes. An Englishman in the City, whe 
is an expert chemist, promises his co-operation free of charge. 
should it be possible to open a suitable exhibition room in 
Mexico City. No doubt the exhibiting firms would be 
willing to contribute to the cost, and in time it might be 
possible to enlarge the scope of the undertaking to include 
all kinds of British goods. 


CHEMICAL RESOURCES AND INDUSTRIES 
IN NORTH MEXICO. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
Mexico City. 

The following account of the chemical resources and in- 
dustries in North Mexico is not exhaustive, but will afford 
an idea of the situation to United Kingdom firms preparing 
enterprises in this region : — 

Sources or InNpustTRiaAL ENERGY. 

Bituminous coal is mined in large quantities in the 
Northern part of the State of Coahuila, being employed in 
and representing a vital asset for most of the industries of 
Mexico. Enormous deposits of this fuel exist, and have 
hardly yet begun to be exploited, whilst for the moment 
transportation troubles prevent this fuel from rendering 
adequate services. 

The enormous natural deposits of crude petroleum along 
the Eastern Coast are so well known that comment upon 
their industrial significance is unnecessary. 

Hydro-Electric power comprises the third potential source 
of industrial energy in Mexico. Relatively little development 
has been accomplished in proportion to the possibilities of 
the country. 
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At Conchos to the South of Chihuahua a Canadian com- 
pany has erected, but not completed, a large dam and power 
development and distribution project, which has been 
calculated to be able to develop sufficient power to supply 
the towns and mining centres within a large radius. This, 
jhowever, represents an almost isolated effort, whilst in the 
Sierra there is enormous water power going to waste and 
awaiting future development. 

SULPHURIC ACID 

Sulphuric acid has a large consumption in Mexico for 
inany purposes, and can undoubtedly be manutactured trom 
native raw materials, as there are many deposits of pure 
sulphur and iron pyrites. The largest sulphuric acid factory 
to-day in Mexico is at Dinamita, Dgo., in connection with 
the dynamite works there. The process used is that owned 
by a United States company, using the catalviic ageut. 
The factory uses the native raw material in the matter of 
sulphur and pyrites. 

There is another sulphuric acid factory in the capital, but 
ot small dimensions. 

SULPHUR. 

There are large deposits of sulphur at Conejos, between 
Torreon and Chihuahua, susceptible of altogether profitable 
development, particularly if the Louisiana process is applied, 
i.c., that of sweating it out of the ground. 

NITRIC ACID. 

There is only one factory in the Republic producing nitric 
acid, and that is located at Dinamita. Nitrate of soda is 
imported from Chile as the raw material, and so far as is 
known there exist no deposits of this within the Republic. 

CEMENT. 

lhere is a large plant for the production of cement at 
Hidalgo, near Monterrey, with modern machinery and very 
considerable capacity, which supplied a great part of the 
cement for the harbour works at Tampico and Vera Cruz, 
and the Water Works in Mexice City. This article will, in 
the future, be in great demand, and at Hidalgo there are 
inexhaustible deposits of the raw materials for its manu- 
facture in conjunction with crude oil fuel from the coast. 

Grass Works. 

There is am extensive glass factory at Monterrey, where 
are manufactured most of the bottles for the extensive 
brewing industry throughout the country. 

Caustic Sopa. 

There exist in different parts of the Republic on the site 
«of dried-up lakes, large quantities of ‘‘tequesquite,’’ a 
natural carbonate of soda, but very impure. In one case at 
least in Mexico City this element from Lake Texcoco 
is being employed, and there is also a small factory 
employing the same raw material at Guadalajara. 
There exist all ever the Republic, and especially in the 
Northern part, enormous deposits of almost pure sulphate 
of soda, which could also be employed for the manufacture 
of caustic soda. 

There are also very considerable deposits of common salt, 
hut impure, the principal of these being at Salinas, San 
luis Potosi, Palomas in the State of Chihuahua and Viesca 
in the State of Coahuila, the output being principally con- 
irolled by an English corporation. 

CARBONATE OF Sopa. 

In addition to the tequesquite deposits there are also in 
Sonora, some sixty kilometres from the northern cnd of the 
Crulf of California, some of the largest deposits in the world 
of almost pure carbonate of soda. It is the property of the 
Mederal Government. This property has never been ex- 
ploited for lack of transportation facilities. 

From any of tle raw materials quoted above, and in con- 
junction with fuel or electric energy, unlimited amounts of 
caustic soda, soda ash, and silicate of soda could be manu- 
factured, all of which commodities enjoy a large consump- 
tion within the Republic. 

PuHospHaTe Rock. 

[In the State of Coahuila, near to the boundary of 
Zecatecas, south-west of Saltillo, there are mountains of 
phosphate rock containing millions of tons of this valuable 
fertiliser basis, which have never been exploited for the 
usual reason of lack of transportation facilities. 

AMMONTA. 

The manufacture of ammonia has been commenced on a 
small scale, but to decided commercial advantage, at Dina- 
mita, Dgo., it being derived from the oil cake produced in 
the cotton seed industries of the locality. 

Coat Tar Dres. 

With an enormous tonnage of coal being converted into 
coke at the mines of Coahuila, there is obviously much raw 
material available for the dye industry, and all of its deriva- 
tives, including explosives. This raw material is at present 
going to waste. 

There is a fair consumption for aniline dyes in the 
Republic in both the woollen and cotton industries, which 
to-day import all of their colours. 
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Oils. 


ZANZIBAR. 








PRODUCTION OF COPRA. 

Coconut cultivation ranks in importance next to cloves 
in Zanzibar. It is estimated in the latest Colonial Report 
on the Protectorate that there are about 48,000 acres under 
coconuts in the two islands. 

Only a tew large plantations are systematically laid out, 
but most clove properties include irregular plantings of 
coconuts, and, in the majority of cases, considerable areas 
of undeveloped land suitable for coconuts. Many native 
villages are situated in the middle of coconut groves. 


(}uALITY OF CoFRA. 

The quality of the copra compares unfavourably with that 
of Cochin cor Ceylon. Much is produced by the small grower 
or trader, neither of whom possesses proper drying facilities. 
The faults are remediable, and copra produced on the 
Government plantations has been favourably reported on 
by London brokers. 

Exports. 

The export of copra produced in the Protectorate was in 
LOLT, 6,583 tons, valued at Rs.2,992,219, as compared with 
5,742 tons, valued at Rs.1,652,611 in 1916. Prices ranged 
between Rs.128 and Rs.464 a ton. 





(Manchuria). 


CHINA 





BEAN CROP. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
DAREN. 
‘The following information in regard to the 1915 crops in 
Manchuria has been obtained from a reliable source :— 


Sora BEANS 

In South Manchuria a certain amount of damage was done 
to the crop by rain in the latter part of July, and _ the 
beginning of August. In the higher districts the damage 
done was slight and the harvest has been an abundant one, 
probably 20 per cent. higher than in a normal year. In the 
low-lying districts, however, the rainfall was excessive, and 
in the district round Changchun the harvest has been 
especially pcor. Late rains in September have also generally 
affected the quality of the crop. 

In North Manchuria very little damage was caused by 
rain, and the early deliveries of grain were of good quality. 
The crop is said to have been more than usually plentiful, 
though the political situation and the constantly varying 
rate of exchange have adversely affected the market. 

No reliable figures for the total crop can be given, but the 
probability is that they are slightly in excess of last year’s 
totals. 

There is stili a large quantity of last year’s beans available 
—estimated at 230,000 tons—but the quality is poor and 
little of this stock is likely to reach the coast. 

KKAOLIANG. 

A fair crop has been harvested, and though some damage 
was done by rains in certain districts the crop generally 
speaking may be regarded as normal, and a considerable 
improvement on that of 1917. 

Castor SEED, PERILLA SEED, HEMP SEED. 


The harvests are. in each case, better than in 1917. 





GREECE. 





OLIVE OIL STOCKS. 

The Acting Commercial Counsellor at Athens has tor- 
warded the following reports on the olive oil stocks in the 
various Consular distri¢ts :— 

MITYLENE. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Mitylene reports that the stock ot 
olive oil remaining on the island from the 1917 season 1s 
2,187,500 okes; the amount that is expected from the ‘915 
season’s crop is 5,000,000 okes. 

The wholesale price for delivery on the quay is 4 drachmas 
per oke, the minimum price for edible oil being 4:30 
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drachmas. The retail price is from 4:60 drachmas per oke, 
the cheapest edible oil being 5 drachmas. 
Morea. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Patras estimates the 1918 vield of 
oil in Morea at 7,000,000 okes, being sufficient only to meet 
local consumption (exportation is at present prohibited.) 

CRETE. 

H.M. Vice-Consu! at Canea states that the total stock of 
olive oi] in Crete, remaining over trom 1917, is estimated 
at 2,500 tons. Of this, half would be available for export 
should the existing prohibition be raised. The quantity of 
olive oi] to be obtained from the 1918 crop is estimated at 
34).000 to 35,000 tons. 

Prices vary considerably. During this month wholesale 
prices have fluctuated from 3:10 drachmas per oke on 4th 
November, to 3°32 on Ilth November, to 2-60) on 2Ist 
November, to 2°80 later. It is probable that these prices 
will fall owing to the magnitude of the new crop and the 
lack ot storage accommodation. 

Retail prices are from 30 to 40 Jepta per oke more than 
the wholesale prices. 

VoLo. 

HM. Vice-Consul a: Volo reports that practically none 
of the 1917 olive oil now remains in his district. The new 
Mount Pelion district olive crop is estimated to yield about 
three million okes of oil for 1918. The price on the spot 
where produced is about 4 drachmas per oke in bulk, but 
recently at Volo the price, when obtainable and purchased 
by the barrel, has been about five drachmas per coke. Smat: 
quantities are retailed by dealers at about six drachmas per 
oke. 

SYRA. 

H.M. Consul at Svra states that the stock ot olive oil at 
Svra is 55,000 okes (excluding large quantities of — the 
91S crop expected from Crete, Calamata, and Mitylene}. 
There is no local production of olive oil in this district. 

The wholesale price per oke is 3-90 to 4 drachmas, and the 
retail price is 4°20 to 4°30 drachmas. 

(Notr.—One oke=2°80 Th. av.: drachma= 100 lepta=one 
franc. | 


OO 


ITALY. 





ENCOURAGEMENT OF ESSENTIAL OL 
INDUSTRY. 

To encourage the essential oils and perfumery industry in 
liaiy, the following concessions have been granted by Decree 
No. 1915 of 17th November, L918, published in_ the 
“Gazzetta. Ufficiale’ of 26th December. 

(1) Cultivators of flowers for essential oils and perfumes 
are exempted from land tax for ten years, and in certain 
cases, from income tax on the proceeds of such cultivation 
lor live years. 

(2) Italian manufacturers of essential oils from oils and 
herbs, and manufacturers of perfumes are exempted from 
(a) customs and octroi taxes on imachinery and building 
materials. 

(b) from Income-tax for five consecutive years. 

(c) from taxes and supertaxes on their buildings tor five 
years 


_———-._ —E 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








EXPORTS OF VEGETABLE OILS. 

Kxports of vegetable oils since the United States became 
the food reservoir for the world, on account of the war, have 
fallen off, according to statistics announced by the United 
States Food Administration. 

The three-year pre-war average on exports of vegetable 
Gils was 332,436,537 Ib. The exports in the fiscal year 1916- 
1917 were 206,708,490 ; in the fiscal year 1917-1918 they were 
151,629,983; from July, 1917, to 30th September, 1917, thev 
Were 227,719,553, and from July, 1918, to 30th September, 
IMIS. they were 26,026.70] Ih. 


IMPORTS OF CHINAWOOD OILS. 
linperts of Chinawood Oil into the United States for the 
rst half of 1918 showed a considerable increase compared 
with the same period in 1917, being valued at 443,375 dols.., 
as against a nominal amount in the same period of the 
previous year, and 60,450 in 1916. The total shipments from 


Ist January to 3st August were 5,143,727 Ib.. valued at 
(61,943 dols. 
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SHIPPING. 
STATISTICS OF MERCANTILE MARINE. 

The Aélnische Zeitung gives the following | statistics 
with reierence to the German mercantile marine and its 
fate during the war :— 

When the war broke out there were 5} million gross 
registered tons sailing under the German flag. Of this ton- 
nage, nearly 35 million tons were in foreign countries and 
were unable to reach any home port; but 2} million tons 
out of these 33 millions were able to take refuge in neutral 
ports. The following figures show in thousands of tons the 
distribution of these 24 million tons as between various 
countries :—tnited States, 620; Chile, 320; Brazil, 239; 
Portugal and Portuguese Colonies, 230; Holland and Dutch 
Colonies, 130; Spain and Spanish Colonies, 207; Italy and 
Malian Colonies, 170; Turkey, 73; Argentina, 64; Norway, 
30; Peru, 43; Uruguay, 43; Mexico, 38; China, 21; Greece, 
iS; Siam, 18; Cuba, 16; Colombia, 15; Danish Colonies, 8. 
Of the remaining German tonnage in foreign waters at the 
outbreak of war only 8,000 tons were in Austrian waters, 
while 550,000 tons were seized in the enemy ports where 
they lay or arrived shortly after the outbreak of hostilities, 
and 324,000 tons (including 65,000 tons in German colonial 
harbcurs) were brought in as prize. 

Thus about 2 million tons were lett in full German 
possession. The rapid conquest of Belgium increased this 
figure by 125,000 tons; about 75,000 tons were recovered in 
Russia, and 24,000 tons were brought back from Norway. 
When Turkey became Germany’s ally the 73,000 ions ct 
German shipping in Turkish waters again passed 
into German possession... Thus the amount of German 
tonnage in German hands’ was_ increased — shortly 
after the outbreak of war by 300,000 tons altogether. Of 
the shipping in Turkish waters, however, 33,000 tons were 
lost subsequently by war measures, while the remaining 
40,000 tons, together with 25,000 tons of the ships recovered 
from Russia (these 25,000 tons being in the Black Sea), are 
now in enemy hands under the conditions of the armistice, 
hut remain nevertheless Germany property. The net amount 
of shipping recovered by Germany since the outbreak of war 
amounts therefore to 200,000 tons, so that altogether there 
are 2; million tons left to her in home waters. The German 
shipping in neutral harbours appeared at first to be safe; 
but in the long run, of the States which were neutral at the 
outbreak of war, only Chile, Holland, Spain, Argentina, 
Norway, Peru, Uruguay, Mexico, Colombia, and the Danish 
Colonies have remained neutral. The tonnage in ports be- 
longing to these States, amounting to about 950,000 tons, 
should therefore at first sight appear safe ; but as a matter of 
fact the shortage of ship-room caused by the war has led 
some of the neutrals to requisition part or all of the Ger- 
man shipping in their harbours. Peru and Uruguay have 
requisitioned all German shipping in their ports. Chile 
and Argentina have requisitioned a part, the amouni 
of which is not certain. 60,000 tons have been 
surrendered to Holland and Spain as compensation for sunk 
ships, and the 8,000 tons in Danish Colonies have changed 
possession during the war. Thus there remain 725,000 tons oi 
German shipping in neutral ports as undisputed and un- 
touched German property. Together with the ships in home 
waters this makes up 3 million gross registered tons. 

The other States neutral at the beginning of the war have 
joined the enemies of Germany at one time or another. 
Italy and Portugal have to be considered separately, inas- 
much as they had availed themselves of the disputed right 
of requisitioning while still neutral, with the result that the 
400,000 tons of German shipping in Italian and Portuguese 
waters still remain German property, like the 225,000 tons 
requisitioned in the neutral States above mentioned. These 
625,000 tons therefore, like the 65,000 tons in Turkey and 
the Black Sea, are in enemy hands but are not enemy 
piceperty. 

The United States, Brazil, China, Greece, Siam, and Cuba 
have taken the opportunity of their entrance into the war to 
seize about 950,000 tons of German shipping in their ports, 
just as England, France, and Russia did at the beginning 
of the war with the German ships in their harbours. Al- 
though the legality of this procedure is doubtful, all this 
shipping, to the amount of 14 million tons, must be reckened 
as lost, as must also the 324,000 tons brought in as prize. 
Incidentally, of the 1,800,000 tons which have thus fallen 





FES UTE i EE 


2S 


| 


fone ome 
eae 


SSS TS 





146 THE BOARD OF 





TRADE JOURNAL. 


JANUARY 30, ivi 





THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN POWERS—continued. 





into enemy possession about 700,000 tons have already been 
destroyed by German war measures and by accidents. 

To sum up, it appears that of the 53 million tons making 
up the German mercantile fleet at the outbreak of war 3°7 
millions are still German property. Of this tonnage 2} 
millions are in home waters or the immediate neighbour- 
hood thereof, } million are lying untouched in neutral 
countries, 625,0U0 tons have been requisitioned by neutrals 
ior their use, and 65,000 tons are placed in enemy hands by 
the armistice. ‘the remaining 1-8 million ions must be 
reckoned as lost. Assuming turther that of the ships in 
German home waters } million tons have been lost on war 
service (this estimate is undoubtedly high) there still re- 
main 3} million tuns in German ownership. To this must 
be added the ships built during the war, which amount to at 
least 1 million tons, so that the German mercantile marine 
at the present time still comprises abcut 45 million tons. 


ROLLING STOCK. 
STATISTICS OF RAILWAY ROLLING SIrOCk. 


in connection with the surrender of railway rolling stock 
imposed on Germany by the terms of the armistice, the 
Voessische Zeitung states that the German railways have a2 
poniinal stock of 56,0085 locomotives and 782,529 goods trucks. 
In reality, however, there are at present only 50,/UU loco- 
motives, and accurding to the latest census (taken at the 
beginning of October, 1918) only about 46,000 passenger 
coaches, 12,000 luggage vans, and 459,000 German goods 
trucks available in the country. The remaining locomotives 
and trucks have either been lost in the course ot the war, 
or are at present in the lately occupied territories or in 
joreign countries, whence they can hardly be expecied to 
return in the immediate future. The proportion ot loco- 
motives and trucks requiring repairs is abnormally high as 
a result of war conditions. In the case of locomotives the 
proportion is 30 per cent—50 per cent. The number of goods 
trucks requiring repair is about 45,000. The working 
capacity of the repairing shops is reduced by strikes and by 
the diminished capacity of the individual workinan. The 
number of locomotives and trucks available is further re- 
stricted by the requirements of demobilisation. So far it 
has only been possible to provide 57 trains daily for the 
return of the Western army and 16 daily for the Eastern 
army. Then the demands of the enemy have to be con- 
sidered. In the first place about 20,000—25,00U prisoners 
of war have to be returned per day, for which about 14 
trains per day are required; and finally Germany has to 
surrender 5,000 locomotives and 150,000 trucks. This 
original demand has been further sharpened since the con- 
clusion of the armistice. The Entente demands that the 
5,000 locomotives shall comprise 2,000 of the heaviest, 2,000 
of the heavy, and 1,000 oi the lighter class, and that the 
trucks shall comprise 15,000 passenger coaches, 6,500 luggage 
vans, 69,000 open goods trucks, 40,000 covered goods trucks, 
and 28,500 special goods trucks. These figures, it is true, 
will probably be somewhat modified. The demands oi the 
Entente exceed by far the amount of rolling stock formerly 
requisitioned by Germany in enemy territories, as is shown 
by the following figures:—In the Belgian locomotive park 
the heaviest class made up only about 9-5 per cent. of the 
total stock. Of the Belgian and French locomotives cap- 
tured by Germany only about 230 or 11:3 per cent. belonged 
co this class. The present German locomotive park, includ- 
ing the locomotives left behind in Belgium, imay be esti- 
mated to include about 13,500 belonging to the heaviest 
class; and of these only about 8,100 (or 60 per cent. of the 
whole number) are in working order. The mumber of 
Belgian and French trucks captured by Germany amounts 
to about 100,600, comprising about 9,000 passenger coaches 
and luggage vans. 71,000 open goods trucks, and 20,000 
covered goods trucks. The Entente demands the surrender 
of 180,000 trucks, including 88,500 open and special goods 
trucks and 40,000 covered trucks. This demand exceeds by 
about 50,000 the number of trucks captured by Germany. 


The fact must be remembered also that German goods trucks 


in general have a far larger carrying capacity than the 
Krench and Belgian (especially the Belgian) trucks. In 1912 
only 47 per cent. of the covered and 44 per cent. of the 
open Belgian coal and coke trucks had a carrying capacity cf 
15 tons or more, while in 1918 83 per cent. of the covered 
and 85 per cent. of the open German coal and coke trucks 
had this carrying capacity. The original final date fixed for 
the surrender of German rolling stock was 11 December. As 
the surrender was not completed by this date a new final 
date has been fixed, z.e., Ist February, 1919. It must be 
borne in mind that a not inconsiderable part of the rolling 
stock to be surrendered is already in the hands of the enemy, 
since Germany has left behind about 3,000 locomotives and 
100,000 trucks in the evacuated territories. 
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GRADING AND MARKING OF BUTTER AND 
CHEESE FOR EXPORT. 

The Regulations contained in the Commerce Regulation: 
(Statutory Rule No. 347 of 1913), relating to the grading 
and marking of butter for export from Australia, have been 
amended by Statutory Rule No. 292 of 1918, which substi- 
tutes the following Regulations for those so numbered in th 
onginal Regulations : — 


Grading und Marking of Butter and Cheese. 

“G4. All butter and cheese submitted for grading fu: 
export shall be graded in accordance with the standards se: 
ut in Regulations 35 and 36. 

Butter Grade Standards. 
“30. The grading of butter under the Commerce Act shal! 
be carried out according to the following standards : — 
Choicest —Pure creamery butter graded at 92 to 10 
points inclusive. 
Ist Grade.—Pure creamery butter graded at 90 and 9j 
points inclusive. 
2nd Grade. 





Pure butter graded at 86 to 89 points 
inclusive. 

3rd Grade.—VPure butter graded at 82 to 85 points 
inclusive. 

Pastry Butter.—Pure butter which is not rancid, and 
which, in the opinion of the Inspector, is 
lit for export and which grades less than 
82 points. 


Cheese Grade Standards. 
*36.—The grading of cheese under the Commerce Act shai! 
be carried out according to the following standards : — 
Supertine.—Pure cheese graded at 95 to 100 points. 
Ist Grade.—Pure cheese graded at 90 to 94 points. 
2nd Grade.—Pure cheese graded at 83 to 89 points 
3rd Grade.—Pure cheese graded at 75 to 82 points. 


Grade Marking of Butter and Cheese. 
‘40. The officer shall apply to all butter and cheese sub- 


mitted for grade marking for export, the official grade mark 
denoting the grade.’’ 


REGULATION UNDER THE COMMERCE AC'! 
AS TO SHIPS’ STORES. 


Statutory Rule No. 283, of 1918. contains an amended 
Regulation (Ne. 4) which has been issued under the Coni- 
monwealth Commerce (Trade Descriptions) Act, 1905. The 
Regulation states that Regulation 4 of the Commerce 
tegulations, 1913 (Statutory Rule No. 347, of 1913), is 
repealed, and the following inserted in its stead:.—- 

“4. These Regulations shall not apply to ships’ stores 
brought to or shipped in Australia, provided that with regard 
to butter supplied to a ship in Australia the quantity that 
may be regarded tor the purposes of these Regulations as 
ships’ stores shall not exceed ten 56 Ib. boxes. or thei 
equivalent.” 


DENATURATION OF AMYLIC ALCOHOL ANE 
KUSEL OIL. 

Customs By-Law No. 284, which has been issued by the 
Cominonwealth Department of Trade and Customs, specifies 
the methcds which must be followed in the denaturation of 
Amylic Alcohol and Fuse! Oil in order that they may be 
imperted free of duty into the Comonwealth of Australia in 
accordance with Tariff Item 4 (a), viz.:— - 

1. If for use in the manufacture of paint— 

By the addition of— 
2 per cent. wood naphtha. 
1 per cent. pyridine. 
2. If for use in the manufacture of pyroxylin varnish— 
By the addition of an equal volume of— 
(a) Commercial methy! alcohol; or 
(b) wood naphtha; or 
(c) purified acetone. 
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3 If for use in the manufacture of esters (or ethers) and 
paint removers— 

- By the addition of not less than 3 lb. of glacial acetic 
| acid and 2! Ib. concentrated sulphuric acid 
(specific gravity not below 1-84), or when sodium 
acetate is used, not less than 7} lb. of dried 
sodium acetate and 4} lb. of concentrated sul- 
phuric acid (specific gravity not below 1-84) to 

each gallon of amylic alcohol or fusel oil. 

4. The denaturants shall be of Australian origin when ob- 
sainable, and shall be of such standard as may be approved 
by the Comptroller-General. 

“5. The importer or manufacturer to declare on the face 
ef the entry that the denaturated amylic alcohol or fusel oil 
will be used only for the purpose for which it was 
denaturated. | 

Customs By-Law No. 219, dated 6th May, 1912, is 
eancelled. 





CANADA. 





GENERAL LICENCES FOR IMPORTS AND 
EXPORTS. 

[The Board of Trade have received a communication from 
the High Commissioner for Canada stating that he has been 
informed by cablegram from the War Trade Board at 
Ottawa that all goods, except certain foodstuffs, the im- 
portation into Canada of which or the exportation of which 
from Canada is restricted, are now covered by general 
Import and Export Licences. 

All foodstuffs imported from or exported to Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Roumania, Switzerland or 
Spain still require individual Import or Export Licences. 

When imported from any country other than those named 
above, the General Import Licence covers all foodstuffs 
except macaroni, vermicelli, spaghetti, wheat flour, wheat 
and oats, candy and confectionery, cocoa or chocolate, pre- 
pared or manufactured, and sugars. When exported to any 
country other than those named above, the General Export 
Licence covers all foodstuffs except wheat and oats, wheat 
flour and farina, fresh milk and cream, butter, cheese, con- 
densed, evaporated and powdered milk, bran, shorts, mid- 
dlings, pollard, glutenmeal, brewers’ and distillers’ grains, 
cottonseed cake, meal and oil, linseed cake and meal, calf- 
meal, patent and proprietary cattle foods, eggs, sugars, 
syrups and molasses, sugar beets, clover seed, oils, grains 
and screenings of grains, and canned salmon. 

The ‘‘ Trading with the Enemy Act ”’ is still applicable to 
all imports and exports. 





KEDAH : PERLIS. 





SUSPENSION OF EXPORT DUTY ON RUBBER. 
By Resolutions passed by the State Councils of Kedah 
and Perlis on*3rd October, 1918, and 28th October, 1918, 


respectively, the duty on cultivated rubber exported from 
those States is temporarily remitted. 





REVISED IMPORT DUTIES ON TOBACCO, 
CIGARS, ETC. 

The duties on tcbacco, cigars and cigarettes imported into 
the States of Kedah and Perlis have been revised by 
Resolutions of the State Councils, dated 24th October, 1918, 
and 2isi Octeber, 1918, respectively, as follows :— 

Rate of 
Import Duty. 
Dols. Cts. 

Rigas Oe CR ccikiccescicesecccess per lb. O 80 

Se NID sciscuabeaninmiesiacesnimennns per lb. O 60 

3. Unmanufactured tobacco and _ native 

tobacco, other than cigars, cigarettes 


TE etc deecsecaneccesreeens per pikul 10 0 
4. Manufactured tobacco not provided for 
above 


idthnbemabhcareneeceeen per pikul 0 60 
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EXPORT PROHIBITIONS : REVISED LIST. 

The ‘* Journal Officiel ’’ (Paris) for the 2lst January pub- 
lishes a Presidential Decree, dated the 20th of January, 
which provides that :— 


Art. 1. All export prohibitions (with the exception of those 
referred to in Art. 2) established since the beginning 
of the war are withdrawn as from the 2lst January. 

Art. 2. The exportation, and also the re-exportatien (after 
warehousing, transit or transhipment, or under the 
‘temporary admission’? régime) of the goods 
enumerated in the schedule attached to the present 
Decree is prohibited until further notice, except as 
provided for in the following Article. 


Art. 3. The exportation or re-exportation of the goods 


enumerated in the schedule shall be conditional on 
the obtaining of an export licence, which will be 
issued by the Ministry of Finance. Nevertheless, 
merchandise of the prohibited kinds coming from or 
going to countries with which special agreements have 
been concluded as regards free transit through 
france, will continue to benefit by the regulations 
in force, subject to the formalities compliance with 
which has hitherto been required. 


LIST OF GOODS, THE EXPORT OF WHICH IS 
PROVISLONALLY PROHIBITED. 
No. in French 
Customs Tariff. Articles. 
Live Animals. 


1-3 Horses, mares, colts, mules, asses. 
4-13 Cattle, sheep, goats, pigs. 
ex Lt bis Live poultry. 
Animal Products and Waste 
1b Meat, fresh, frozen and chilled. 
17 Hams and salted meats. 
ec 18 Poultry, dead. 
21 Hides, raw, green or dry, large or small. 
ex 22 Peltries, raw (other than rabbit skins). 
23 Wool in the mass, combed or carded, 
dyed or not. 
244 Horse hair, raw, prepared or curled. 
25 Hair, raw, combed or carded, or in 
bundles. 
ec 30 Animal fats, other than fish oils, includ- 
ing so-called extraction greases, suint 
(from sheep’s wool), suintine—oil of 
suint, grease for soldering. 
32 Grease (déqgras) from hides. 
cx 3A 


. ges. 
30 bis and ter Condensed milk, with or without the 
addition of sugar. 


36 Cheese. 
37 Butter. 
Fish. 
ex 46 Cod, dried, salted or smoked. 
ex 47 Sardines, tunny fish and mackerel pre- 
served in tins. 
Materials for Carving. 
66 Bones and hoofs of cattle, raw. 
Farinaceous Foods. 
68 Wheat, spelt and meslin (grain and 
flour). 
69 Oats (grain and meal). 
70 Barley (grain and meal). 
i] Rye (grain and meal). 
72 Maize (grain and meal). 
73 Buckwheat (grain and meal). 
74° Malt (whole or ground). 
oe ae Bread. 
ez 76 Groats and grits (coarse flour). 
76 ter Gluten. 
77 semolina and Italian pastes. 
79 Rice. 
80) Pulse. 
SZ Dari, millet and canary seed. 
83 Potatoes. 
Fruits and Seeds. 
ga Oleaginous seeds and fruits. 
er 89 Seeds for sowing (other than flewer 


seeds 
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No. in French 
Articles. 


(‘ustoms ‘Tarift. 
Colonial Produce. 


90 and Sugar. 

95 Preserves (confitures). 
Of Coffee. 

97 C‘ocoa. 

QS Chocolate. 

LOY Tobacco of all kinds. 


bege table Oils and Juices. 


10 and 111 Kixed oils, pure and scented. 


111 bes Edible vegetable tats. 

11 (ums (turpentine, resins. colophany 
pitch, etc). 

HIS Spirits of turpentine. 


Medicinal Vegetable Substances 
Cinchona bark containing more than 
5 per cent. ot sulphate ot quinine. 
Wood. 


~ 
~~ 
| 
we 
~~ 
ws 
~. 
~ 
~~ 


128-134 | 

35 iS, - t h is 4 a 
ae vs 36 : -Common and hne woods, and boxwood. 
138-140 


Fibres. Stems and Fruit for Industrial Use. 


141 Cotton. 
141 bes Cotton waste and cotton yarn waste. 
142 Flax. raw, hackled, combed or in tow. 
143 Jute. raw. in the fibre, hackled, twisted. 
combed, or in tow. 
ex 144 Vegetable hair (crin vegetal) piassava 
ex 145 and istle. ; 
Various Products and Waste Substances. 
160 Hops. 
wd 162 bis ; Sugar beets. . 
164 Fodder, turf for litter and dried beet- 
root pulp. 
165 Bran of all sorts of grain. 
166 and 166 &:s Oil cake. 
167 Rags (drelles). 
168 Cellulose pulp. 
Beverages. 
es 171 Wines (other than ** vins de crus ”’). 
ox 174 Alcohol (other than potable spirits). 


Marble. Stones. Earths, Mineral Combustibles, ete. 

Diamonds, not mounted. 

Phosphates ot natural lime, corundun. 
natural, in the rough 

Bricks and tiles. 


es 175 ter 
ex 179 ter 


-18)-181 quiny. 


_ 
~ 


184 his Lime. 

185 Cement. 

190) Coal and coke and coal cinders. 

197 Petroleum, schist and other mineral! 
illuminating oils. 

198 Heavy oils and residues of petroleum 


and of other mineral oils. 


Metals. 
Gold, platinum and silver, crude, in 


ec 200 and 201 
lumps, ingots, bars, powder, and scrap. 


204 Iron ore. 
ex 205 bis ferro-manganese. 
219 Iron and steel: waste, scrap iron and 


waste of old manufactures which can 
only be utilised for resmelting. 


231 Manganese ore. 
Chenvical Products. 
cx 235 Oleic acid of animal origin, steari acid 
and deglycerinated oils. 
ex 250 Benzoate of soda. 


ex Zo2 
eg 257 ter 


Sulphate and nitrate of ammonia. 
kormie aldehyde. : 


262 bes Carbide of calcium. 
cx 270 Nitrate of soda, of lime, and ot potas- 
sium, calcic cyanamide. 
274 Sulphate and other salts of quinine. 
279 bis Superphosphate of lime. 


ex 280 Chemical products derived from coal 
tar, except benzine, naphthalene, 
toluene and phenol. 


ee 282 Urotropine, sparteine and its salts, anti- 
pyrine, aspirin, pyramiden (amido 
pyrine). 


Artificial corundum, and alundum, in 
the rough. 


~ 
~ 
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No. in French 
Customs Tarift. Articles. 


Pre pare ad Dye Ss. 


OY Dyes derived trom cual tar. 
Various Compounds. 
rv bl2 Soaps (other than perfumed). 
319 leculzee of potatoes, maize and ether. 
32 Candles of all kinds. 
327 bis Casein. 


Harthenware and Pottery, Glass and Ciysta. 

: BAT bes el Insulators for electricity, of faience. 
349 quing porcelain, stoneware or glass 
349 to 349 quater Glass, rough, cast or moulded 


351 Window glass. 
“ 359 Bottles, phials and flasks, COM Mon, 
empty. 
30] Incandescent electric lamps. 
Yarns. 


303-364 
305-866 


Yarns of linen, hemp and ramie. 
Yarns of jute. 

Paper and Manufactures of 

ea $61 Newsprint paper. 

ex 463 Cardboard, vulcanised. 

166 and , Paper representing money.* 

1566 bes 4 


~ 
- 
a 


Hlides ane Nhins, Prepared. 
Transmission belts of natural ar arti- 
ficial leather. 


ew $88 and 489 


Metal Manufactures. 


19D bes Coins of gold, silver, copper or billon. 
cu 912 Locomotives. 


» O24 bis Wireless telegraphic apparatus. 


Ch 
cu O44 bis Needles for knitting hosiery. 
Wooden Manufactures. 
YS Empty casks. 
Miscellaneous 
vr 620 Rubber manufactures: tyre covers and 


pneumatic tyres, and solid tyres for 
the wheels of carriages or bicycles, in 
# rough, partly finished or completed 
state; transmission belts of  balata, 
tubber, or rubbcred tissue. 


In connection with the foregoing notice, it should be inen- 
tioned that a Notification was published in the ‘ Journal 
Officiel ’’ for the 26th January to the following etfect :- 

In order to avoid all misunderstanding on the subject ci 
the application of the Decree of 20th January regarding the 
regime ot export prehibitions, the Ministry cf Foreign 
Affairs and the Ministry of Industrial Reconstruction com- 
municate the following note :— 

Trade with the enemy, cither directly or by inter- 
mediaries, is prohibited (Decree of 27th September, 1914. 
Law of 4th April, 1917), except for the derogations accorded 
by Decree (Decree of the 15th January, 1919). 

Consequently, products the export of which from France 
is tree can be sent to countries bordering on the Central 
iimipires only if such products are furnished with the guaran- 
tees required by the arrangements concluded between thosc 
countries and the Allied Governments. (Certificates ot 
yuarantee tor Holland and the Scandinavian States, and 
consignment to the S.S.S. for Switzerland). 

Notices to be published in the ‘ Journal Officiel will 
notify the régime established by the Allied Governments for 
the resumption (reprise) of trade with other European. 
States. 


NEW LIST OF GOODS ADMITTED WITHOUT 
IMPORT LICENCE. 

the ‘Journal Official” (Paris) for the 21st January con- 
tains a Presidential Decree, dated the 20th January, which 
abrogates, as from the 21st January, so far as concerns 
the goods enumerated in a schedule annexed to the Decree. 
the general import prohibition established by the Decree of 
the 22nd March, 1917. The prohibition régime is maintained 
until further notice, in respect of other goods. 

A translation of the Schedule annexed to the Decree is 
given below. It will be seen that the enumeration follow- 





*A Ministerial Decree of the 20th January provides for 
lie maintenance in force of the Decree of the 3rd July. 
1918, as modified by the Decree of the 11th December, 1918. 
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that adopted in the French Customs Tariff. All these goods 

are now admitted into France and Algeria without the 

formality of an import licence. The new list takes the place 

ot the list published at pp. 193-194 of the ‘‘Board ot Trade 

Journal’ for the 26th July, 1917, as amended by the notice 

at p. O40 of the ‘‘ Journal ” for the 20th September, 1917: 
REVISED LIST OF GOODS IN RESPECT OF 

WHICH NO IMPORT LICENCE [S 
NECESSARY. 


No. in French 


Taritt. 
Animals, Living. 
| Horses. 
L dus Horses for slaughtering. 
2 Mules. 
3 Asses. 
{ to 13 a Cattle, sheep, goals, pigs. 
ez JA & 14 bis, |), ; 
ro -Game, poultry, pigeons, rabbits, 
Animal Products and Waste. 
cre «Lb Fresh meat. 


iw Hams and salted meats. 


17 bes Porkbutchers’ wares (chareuterc 
tabriquée). 

7 ter Ox cheek 

Ls Poultry and pigeons, dead. 

Is bes Deer, rabbits, venison, and other game, 
dead. 

18 quater Goose liver, fresh or salted. 

19 Meat preserved, in tins. 

20) Extracts of meat in tablets or otherwise. 

20 bis Guts, fresh, unprepared, dried or salted. 

22 Peltries, raw. 

24 Horse hair. 

2d Hair, raw, combed or carded, in bundles. 

26 Feathers, 

27 Silk in the cocoon, raw, wrought or 
thrown, floss silk (bourre). 

28 Human hair, unworked. 

29 Poil de Messine. 

3 Animal fats other than fish oils, includ- 


ing so-called extraction greases, suint 
and suintine. 


3l Margarine, oleomargarine, edible fats 
and similar substances. 
32 Grease from hides (fish oil with added 


potash, which has been used in the 
preparation of chamois leather). 


ae Animal wax. 
34 Eggs of poultry or game, volk ot eggs, 


sweetened or not. 


34 bis Silkworms’ eggs. 

35 Milk. 

35 bis Milk, condensed, pure. 

35 ter Milk, condensed, with the addition ot 
less than 50 per cent. of sugar; milk 
flour, with an addition of less than 60 
per cent. of sugar. 

30 Cheese. 

37 Butter. 

38 Honey. 

Bo Organic manures. 

te) Bones, calcined, white. 

4) Boneblack (animal black). 

12 Hide parings and gluestock 

13 Other raw animal products and wastes. 

Fish. 

lt & 45 Fresh fish (fresh water and salt water). 

46 Fish, dried, salted or smoked. 

47 Fish, preserved, marinated or otherwise 
prepared. 

48 Oysters. 

49 Lobsters and rock lobsters, fresh, pre- 
served in the natural state or pre- 
pared. 

30 Mussels or other shellfish 

5] Fish oils. 

52 Spermaceti. 

53 Roes of cod and mackerel. 

54 Whalebone, crude. 

5d Dogfish skins and sealskins, raw. 

6 Coral, unworked. 

58 Fish bladders, raw, or simply dried. 

Animal Substances, Raw, for use in Medicine or 

Pharmacy. 

59 Sponges of all sorts, rough. 

61 Other substances in the rough (musk, 
tails of the musk rat, dried 


cantharides, castoreum, amberyris, etc. 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


ape oo 


144%) 


—— oe 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


No. 


in French. 
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Materials for (ty vii, 


Elephants tusks and teeth, tortoise shell, 
artificial ivory and tortoise shell: 
casein, hardened: shells; bones and 
hoots of cattle, rough: horns of cattle. 


’ by ’ 
Marcnaceous Foods. 


Malt (germinated barley). 

Ship's biscuits and bread. 

Groats, semolina (scmoules en gruau), 
pearled or clean grain. 

Millet, hulled or cleaned. 

Gluten, dry, moist, and flour enriched 
with gluten. 

Seivolina tx¢ iodles « Zi pate s) and Italian 
pastes. 

Sago, salep, manioc tlour. 

Manioc, raw or dried. 

Rice in the husk, whole rice, rice flour, 
broken rice and grits. 

Pulse. 

Chestnuts. 

Chestnut flour. 

Dari, millet and canary seed (grain and 
flour). 

Potatoes. 

Fruits and Seeds. 

Table fruits, dried or drained. 

Table fruits, candied or preserved. 

Fruits for distillation, green aniseed. 
juniper berries and fennel seed, 
myrtle berries, bilberries, sloes, and 
prickly pears. 

Figs. raisins and dates, destined ex- 
clusively for distillation or the manu- 
facture of wine. 

Seeds for sowing. 

Colonial Produce. 

Molasses. 

Syrup (strops). 

Sweetened biscuits (other than those 
from bread-flour | farines panifiables}). 

Preserves (confitures). 

Cocoa. 

Pepper. 

Pimento. 

Amomums and cardamonis 

Cinnamon. 

Cassia lignea. 

Nutmegs. 

Mace. 

Cloves. 

Vanilla. 

Tea. 


Vegetable Oils and Juices. 


Fixed oils, scented. 

Edible vegetable fats. 

Volatile oils or essences. 

Perfumes, syuthetic or artificial, pure or 
mixed with natural products or 
essences—vanilline and its derivatives. 

Vegetable wax (carnauba, myrica, and 
other). 

Gums (other than turpentine, resins. 
colophany pitch, cakes of resin, tar 
| brazs]). 

Vegetable tar (goudron). 

Resin oil. 

Resin and other exotic resinous products, 
other than of pine or fir. 

Balsams. 

Camphor natural, raw or refined, and 
camphor, artificial or synthetic. 

Rubber, balata, gutta-percha, raw, cr 
melted down in lumps. : 

Birdlime. 

Manna. 

Aloes. 

Opium. 

Liquorice juice. 

Sarcocolla, kino and other dried veget- 
able juices. 


Medicinal Vegetable Substances. 


Roots. 
Herbs, flowers and leaves. 





JaNuAaRY 80, 1919 








THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





150 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





Kieselguhr or infusorial earth. 


179 quater. 
Pumice stone, rough, in pieces, lumps, 


179 auing 


No. in French. 


319 bis 


—continued. 








No. in French 
Tariff. Tariff. 
1296 ter Peels and barks. 185 bis Pipes and moulded articles of cement. 
i26 quater Lichens. concrete, and reinforced cement. 
127 Medicinal fruits and seeds. 185 Tiles of compressed cement. 
Wood. +94 , Marl. 
" , : S bis Ice. 
135 Logs, brush and firewood 189 Sulphur not purified (including ores and 
136 Charcoal and charred boon. . | pyrites), triturated, purified, refined 
138 bine wood, and wood used for cabinet or ne Ley 
140 D ails a Coal tar. 
, ) coe 193 Bitumen. 
Fibres, Stems, and Fruits for Industrial Use. 193 bes Bitumen and asphalt, rock and cement 
142 bis Hemp. (mastic); tiles, paving slabs, blocks. 
144 Phormium tenax, abaca (Manila hemp), 194 Mineral wax or ozokerite. 
aloe, and other fibrous vegetable sub- 199 Jet. | 
stances, not specially mentioned (in 196 Amber, yellow (succin). 
the Tariff). 197 Petroleum, schist, and other mineral 
i44 bes Ramie or china grass. illuminating oils, crude, refined, 
145 Canes and reeds, raw, dog grass, rae and essences. 
piassava and istle, esparto and coco 19s Heavy oils and residues of petroleum 
fibres. and of other mineral] oils. 
146 Osiers raw, stripped, canes and reeds, Metals. 
known as China rattans, for basket- 2, 
making. os | [ron ore. | | 
147 Lime bark for rope-making. 212 bis. fron sparkles (cuttings from wire 
143 Coconut shells and empty calabasnes. 918 —e me aa 
149 Hard seeds for carving purposes. or 29) ree —— o battitures of iron. 
7 sail -e opper ore. 
Dyes and Tanning Materials. ex 222 Lead ore. 
150 to 1d7 Roots, herbs, leaves, flowers, berries, ex 223 Tin ore. 
seeds, fruits and bark suitable for dye- ex 224 Zinc ore. 
ing or tanning. ee 225 Nickei ore. 
| | . . 226 Mercury, native. 
Vartous Products and Waste Substances. 228 Arsenic, ore, metallic. 
158 Vegetables, fresh, salted or pickled, pre- 229 Cadmium, crude. 
served or dried. 230 Bismuth (tin-glass). 
158 bis Cahbage tor sauerkraut. ee 233 Ores not speciaily mentioned (in the 
160 & 161 Hops and lupuline of hops. Tariff) except chrome, molybdenum 
i62 & 162 bis Beetroots, tresh, dried, entire, in and woltram ores. 
| ; _cossettes or powdered Chemical Products. 
i | 163 Chicory roots. 7 234 to 282 aa , ; 
i 164 Forage, turf for litter and dried beet- cx 234 to 282 All chemical products (coming under 
i root pulp. Tariff Nos. 234-282) except the follow- 
i 164. bis Yeast. ung, the importation of which is still 
i 164 ter Millet straw for brooms. prohibited : —234, liquid bromine ; 234 
| 164 quater Corn straw, clean, bleached or dyed, with bis, bromides ; ex 238, acetic acid, 
T or without ears. stearic acid, oleic acid of animal 
1 165 Bran from any kind of cereal. origin, deglycerinated oils; 242, 
qf L166 bis {ake, other than from oil seed and potassium and carbonate of potas- 
i brewers’ grains. sium; 246, caustic soda ; 247-8, car- 
’ 167 Rags (drilles). | bonate of soda, raw or refined ; ex 252. 
| 169 Peat and turt for fuel. sulphate and nitrate of ammonia: 
f ‘2 170 Plants of fruit trees and forest trees. ex 206, acetate otf soda; 257 bis, 
| sa 170 bis Vegetable products and waste not speci- methylic alcohol ; 257 ter, formic alde- 
fied (in the Tariff) other than natural hyde; 262 bis, carbide of calcium; 
i fresh flowers. 265 bis, liquefied chlorine; 267, 
i glycerine ; Cz 270, calcic cyanamide ; 
4 Beverages. ex 271 bis, pyrolignite of lime; 271 ter, 
i 170 ter Must. acetene; ex 273, sulphate of copper; 
' 172 Vinegar, other than perfumed. ez 280, chemical products derived 
179 bis Cider and perry. from coal tar as specified in the 2nd 
E 172 te Beer. paragraph of article 280 of the Tariff; 
172 quates Mead. 281 ter and quater, celluloid. 
173 Orange juice. Prepared Dyes. 
174 ter Crushed apples and pears. 283 to 293 Prepared dyes (other than those derived 
Marble, Stones, Earths, Mineral Combustibles, ete. from coal tar). 

pe 175 bis Alabaster, rough, squared or sawn. Colours. 

ex 175 ter Precious stones, rough. 299 to 310 1 Gol e ; ; ‘ 

ex 176 Agates and other similar stones, rough. 295 to 297 and / Colours, with the exception of varnishes 

ex 176 brs Rock crystal, rough. — a Various Compounds. 
‘yp 177 Stone, worked, including building stone, aii Sa 
worked, cut or sawn with flat surface ; 313 Dressing for sizing thread and preparing 
lithographic stones. tissues. dn 
i78 quater Whetstones, Turkey stone and Arkan- ited _ Compound medicines : — 

sas stone for grinding and sharpening ow 315 and Distilled waters, — non-alcoholic. i 

tools, rough, worked, cut, polished, ex 316 Not specially mentioned in the Tari, 

shaped. and not figuring in any olficial phar- 
176 Kaolin. —_ “macopola. | 
179 bis Alunite, raw. 3La Chicory, roasted or ground, and substi- 

sx 179 ter Natural phosphates, mica, asbestos, _ tutes. 
crude. 318 Starch, properly so-called. 
319 Feculz of potatoes, maize and other. 


Tapioca of any origin, raw, in lumps or 
granulated. 


or powdered. 

180 il 319 ter Dextrine and other products derived 

4x 181 quater. Common pottery for building. | from fecule, —_ starches or other 

182 to 184 Building stone, rough, paving stones, | amylaceous substances not specified. 
320 Sealing wax. 


broken stones for roads, and plaster. 
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No. in French 
Tariff. 
324 
325 | 
395 and 326 bis 


3206 ter 
327 
327 013 


329 


continued. 





Isinglass, glue made from the tendons 
of whales, and similar glues. 

Glue from bones, sinews, skin, etc. 

Gelatine in powder, leaves, sheets or 
plates. 

Pastes tor printing cylinders, with 
basis of gelatine or glycerine, with 
or without the addition of sugar. 

Albumen. 

Casein, pure or combined with alkalis, 
in a solid state or a state of solution. 

Sugar of milk. 


KRurthenware and Poltery. 


33: } 


338 to 340 


342 
343 and 344 


FD 34; ter 


352 to 354 


ex 358 


360 
302 


457 bis 


Drainage pipes. 

Other earthenware and pottery of com- 
mon clay, not varnished nor enamelled. 

Stoneware: utensils and apparatus tor 
the manufacture of chemical products ; 
pipes of all shapes; other stoneware, 
common, of all kinds, = sanitary 
apparatus, household articles, bottles, 
etc. 

Ceramic paving tiles, of common clay, 
tine clay and stoneware. 

Faience of common paste and stanni- 
ferous. 

Artificial teeth of porcelain, enamel, or 
similar material, without fittings of 
precious metal. 


(class and Crystai. 


Watch and clock glasses. 

Spun glass, balls and artificial coral ef 
glass; glass pearls and other vitrifica- 
tion in beads, pierced or cut ; imitation 
precious stones, charms (breloques), 
coloured or not, of glass. 

Cullet or broken glass. 

Articles of glass, not specified (in the 
Tariff). 

Tissues. 


Heddles of twisted thread, for weaving, 
glazed or unglazed. 

Transmission belts of camel’s hair, with 
or without an oily coating. 


Paper and Manufactures of. 


Newspapers and pericdical publications. 


Hides, Skins and Peltries, Prepared. 


477 bis 


Skins and hides, prepared, tanned, 
tawed, curried, varnished, chamois- 
dressed or parchment-dressed, ‘‘hon- 
aroyees,’’ and otherwise prepared. 

Artificial leather, common, cr leather 
board. 

Artificial leather with balata, rubber, or 
similar basis. 

Straps for sabots, soles, cut out, of 
leather beaten and = sleeked, heels, 
stiffeners, and the like, whole or in 
cut pieces, of natural leather. 

Uppers for top boots, and boots, gaiters, 
leggings, vamps, goloshes (cambered 
or not), backs (quartiers) of leather, 
varnished or not. 

Harness-makers’ wares. 

Transmission belts, bands 
for transmission belts 
leather hose, cutbands, 
plates and ribbons, without teeth 
(inon boutés), for cards, muffles 
(manchons), and manufactures. of 
skin or leather for pneumatics, spin- 
ning, weaving, and machinery—of 
natural leather. 

Transmission belts, bands and _ thongs 
therefor, and other similar manuiac- 
tures of artificial leather. 

Peltries, prepared, or in sewn pieces. 


and thongs, 
and cords, 
and pieces, 


Manufactures of Metal. 


Paper-making machines. 


No. in French. 
Tariff. 
52] 


521 bi 


w 


521 ter 


021 quate 


425 quater 


527 bis 
539 and 540 


544 
544 bis 
5:15 bis 


5-45 ter 


546 
546 bis 


047 
o62 quater 
ex os 


569 


596 and 596 bis 
5958 

599 

601 bis 

HZ 

602 bis 

602 quater 

603 bis 

603 ter 

G03 quater 


| 603 quing. 


619 
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Presses and machines for printing, for 
letterpress printing, tor lithography, 
phototype, copper plate, and for all 
other kinds of impressions on paper, 
cardboard, wood, metal, celluloid and 
plastic materials, in black or in colour, 
flat, hollow, or embossed. 

Machines for folding, for casting type, 
for goffering; machines for coating, 
varnishing, gumming, bronzing, auto- 
matic margin gauges, machines and 
material for bookbinding. 

Machines for ruling and perforating 
papers and cardboard, ‘or making 
envelopes, boxes and tubes, for trim- 
ming, cutting, cutting out, stamping, 


lathes for preparing and_ drilling 
stereotype plates. 
H’resses and machines tor stereotype 


printing, other than hydraulic; drying 
presses, troughs and furnaces, presses 


for casting cylindrical stereotype 
plates; cylinders tor  scorping, 
machines for rolling the stereotype 


plates; linotypes and _ otver similar 
machines for setting type. 

Machines for rinsing, corking, and 
placing capsules on bottles, and for 
filling bottles. 

Refrigerating machines and apparatus. 

Stereotype plates, plates and dies for 
printing on paper, other than paper 
hangings, with or without designs, 
obtained by photo-mechanical process 
or otherwise. 

Needles for sewing, and sewing machine 
needles. 

Needles for tulle, lace, knitting, etc., 
machines, fancy and articulated. 
Crochet and embroidery needles and 

button hooks. 


Piercers for office or shop use tor 
piercing paper, tissues, etc. 

Pins. 

Buckles, clasps, hooks, eyes, and 


fasteners for dresses, trousers, waist- 
coats, braces, belts, gloves, footwear, 
and for all made-up articles, composed 
of iron, steel, copper, brass, and all 
other common metals; and metallic 
parts of such articles. 

Fish hooks. 

Limbrella trames. 

Household articles of iron or steel, er 
Llack sheet iron, not specitied (in the 
Tariff). 

Coffee mills with boxes of wood, cast iron 
or sheet iron; articles of domestic 
economy ; meat pressers, meat cutters, 
fruit presses; small household pumps. 

Apparatus for water closets, lever or 
balance ; water tanks for flushing. 


Articles of Wood. 


Brooms ot sorghum or camelina; 
Lrooms, common, of birch, and others. 

Button moulds. 

Sabots. 

Wood, cut, for roller blinds. 

Small wood wares (boisellerie). 

Woodturners’ wares. 

Rims of bent wood, not hollowed nor 
moulded, not shaped, for velocipedes. 

Shuttles for any kind of weaving, 
finished or not. 

Handles for agricultural implements, of 
wood. 

Other articles of wood (not specially 
mentioned in the Tariff). 

Cylinders or plates of wood, engraved 
for printing painted papers, tissues, 
waxed cloths or linoleum. 


Miscellaneous manufactures. 


tigging and fittings for ships not 
specially mentioned (in the Tariff). 
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continued 





No. in French 
Tariff. 
620 ft: Mica in sheets or plates; mica wares: 
micanite; micanite and mica  con- 
glomerates; papers and cloths treated 
with mica, mixed or not with other 
materials. 

Felt. 

Burners with branches tor acetylene 
lighting. 

Plain burners for acetylene lighting and 
detached parts thereof. 

638 Scrapings of ivory resulting sunply from 
a first operation, whether sawing or 
other, neither polished nor smoothed : 
plates, slabs, tubes; beads (noyaur) 
not exceeding 3 centimetres in dia. 

Ends of amber and amberoid, cut cr 
moulded, not pierced, not mounted, 
nor polished, nor completely shaped. 

common, with 


621 to 625 


(2x O31) uate } 


O30 iin 


ex 644 Brushmakers’ wares, 
mountings of wood. 
644 his Paint and other brushes. 
645 Buttons. 


NETHERLANDS. 





EXPORT OF BRICKS, ETC., PROHIBITED. 

The Board ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of H.M. Chargé 
d’ Affaires at the Hague, to the effect that the exportation 
of the undermentioned articles from the Netherlands has 


telegraphic information from 


‘been prohibited as from the 17th January :-—Bricks, lime, 


sandstone. eale-sinter bricks, roof tiles, firebricks, baked 


sewer tiles. and firestcne. 





SPAIN. 





EXPORT OF OLIVE OLL. 


With veterence to the notice at page 318 of the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’’ for the 5th September last, respecting the 
export of olive oil from Spain, the Board of Trade are in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office. of telegraphic informa- 
tion from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid to the effect that the 
export of olive oi] is now authorised up to a total quantity 
of 90,000 tons. subject to permit, end on condition that a 
quantity equal to 50 per cent. of the amount applied for its 
placed in bond for home consumption. The amount so 
reserved is to consist of ordinary oil. 

The export tax is reduced to 25 pesetas per 100 kilogs for 
oil in barrels and skins, and to 20 pesetas per 100 kilogs for 


Spanish trade mark brands in tins and bottles. 





NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (63d. 





post free.) Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 
to ‘*‘The Editor.”’ 


Ail editorial communications should be addressed 


The Publishers (to whem should be addressed all communi- 
H.M. 


London, 


cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are 
Office, 


W.C.2, or branches (see Cover). 


Stationery Imperial House, Kingsway, 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


} 


*All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION, 








RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 





The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa. 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought 
into force as from to-day. Further relaxations will be 
announced in subsequent issues of the ‘‘Journal.”’ 


A. ENPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable to 
each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted that 
goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, and goods 
on List B to ali destinations outside the British Empire, 
while goods on List C are prolubited only to countries 
neighbouring eneniy countries.* 

It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is In no wavy attected 
by these modifications. 

| Note.—Attention is called to the tact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter and 
accompanied personal effects) are prohibited on List C.) 


HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading. From. To. 
I ici coi ela is Lalani 0s A C 
Aneroids suitable for aircraft .............. A C 
SE ‘andeluas: Ga ceibdhapindanksconuueisboanei«s A C 
Banana meal and banana flour and pre- 

parations containing banana meal and 

I E . kisinncieecsnscddasenass nea | A C 
Barcemeters and their component parts A C 
NE  Meded da sili ciate Rian uaminGnaniineinnse A C 
EE ET Ne TO TES PEE ee A C 
BEE. sscuchepasids vaencseubesseliiiandaios suistineenss A (' 
Crmmnel, TAGs OF RONG occ ccceessccseeesssses. A C 
Casings, hog ............ peeniiaiebinthiiicunmekinidnes A C 
IN ancintevieskdatdeisantcnmieseiene A C 
SRI, -cxcidhiecavahiodcbiamasaaadianinantiinonins- A C 
‘Celluloid’ sheet, non-inflammable, and 

similar transparent material, non- 

soluble in lubricating oil, petrol, or 

RI lan cicpiracwauddivernnvadiaedabssoctan oo A C 
RE dicencdutenciss sn uametieeiiaetbeadvnmblaedian i C 
SO UM naidacnivncccwen Pree er en ee Oo eee B C 
Condiments not otherwise — specifically 

prohibited eee eeeeeserecesesecseescceesccscsess A C 
EY ankcskd cecrec diepaemenbeeieenerentier A C 
SEE bcc nyscecsnccenccduenenenniecesccdwenemens \ C 
Dextrine and all articles and mixtures 

and preparations containing dextrine A C 
BE cawekesdadas cedevdcegemnennnanrereadipies A C 
BE scacdincpewenies nein epencnniie ib ( 
Ginger, crystallised or preserved ............. A C 
SY vcaangutdalemedstatadsescucnntiawubdavaveasey A C 
ED IE cs icderedevndnscdsucnvescaees A ( 
NE, 555. sannsucealeuhbhvaunnacmenenbin j5 C 
EL, ease ctiincoukan dewaenwiekanneddsbwbniekaiiees A ( 
NIG ksciiin<siatectddavinicsiteosrioss A U 
Milk sugar (lactose) jeeudsidadiaiikdedtsede<skenews A ( 
Needles tor boot-making machines A C 
Palladium and its alloys and manufactures 

containing palladium ..................... B ( 
Pepper, black, Indian and Ceylon............ 13 ( 
ID Liicananccusdinibiieensnuckiépeniieses LS C 
Pickled onions and_ pickled walnuts, 

EPO COUNROEED oe siiiniisccsesceesssseces. A ( 
TIT snccniaunentiainiiasnuetiaenanttanienens A ( 
Sago and sago flour and meal ............... A ( 
Silk bolting cloth ............ sienna dnitgeeidbie B ( 
Soap, including soft soap. ...................668 A C- 
Soups, compressed and desiccated ........... A C 
Spelter and spelter dross ........... se dldaibsedaik A C 
Starch, articles containing starch and 

~ mixtures and preparations of starch... A ( 
Stellite and similar alloys ..................... A C 


other Foreign Countries in Europe and on the Mediter- 
ranean, except France and French Possessions, Italy and 
[talian Possessions, Belgium, Portugal], Greece, Spain and 
Morocco, Palestine and Svria, as far north as a line from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as far East as thie 
Hejaz railway inclusive, and to all parts in any such foreign 
countrics. 
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HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading. from. To. 
Tapioca and tapioca flour ...................... A C 
i te icici cao tink paieedeunkien B C 
i icicle puitae diam inennesarnd B C 
EPR TREN, BPR PT ce ve eT Cena B C 
Vegetables, dried, preserved, canned or 

RR, eed acd ante sren ene pakbapeeaie cals B C 
I ha a Na a lees kl a eens ba A C 
CE iii iod peeiadesbnanedewerapeneins wi A B 
ren en rye re es A B 
ca os bee cai A B 
Wire netting of iron or steel.................. A B 
Wire rope of iron or steel ................. ieee A B 
I sialic cnsineissinnieinneneniie B ; 
Zinc, alloys of zinc, manufactures of zinc 

nls rudd daeia A C 
ID eee acinditinibinkisdnicn nndwaehiniedectaas A C 
I i il eh arinbins Teckwncisinaknceumpcniwnlie B C 

CHEMICALS. 
Saccharin, and articles, mixtures and 

preparations containing saccharin ... A C 

Sn SID ssituctiinitnclinnceniacunvaenuanacsedern A C 
HEADINGS ALTERED. 
Delete. Substitute. 


(A) Cereals, prepared foods (A) Cereals, prepared foods 

derived wholly or partly derived wholiy or partly 

from. from, containing milk. 

(C) Cereals, prepared foods, 

derived wholly or partly 
from, except such as 
contain milk. 

Giucose and articies, 1A) Glucose 

mixtures and prepara-  (C) Articles, mixtures and 

tions containing glucose. preparations containing 

glucose not otherwise 

prohibited. 

Meat of all kinds except 


—_ 
° 
=~ 

a 


— 


(A) Meat of all kinds Hin (A 


cluding tinned == and tinned, potted and 
potted meat). turtle meat. 
(13) Meat, tinned, potted or 
turtle. 
(A) Tinplates, and . gas (A) Tinplates. 


meters, and component (C) Gas meters and com- 
parts thereof, made ponent parts thereot 
wholly or partly of tin- made wholly or partly 
plate. of tinplate. 
(A) Wire rods and wire oi (A) Wire rods. 
iron or steel. (13) Wire of iron or steel. 
IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

In last week’s issue of the “Board of Trade Journal” 
(page 119) it was stated that certain general licences ‘which 
were announced us being terminable on March last will be 
withdrawn with effect from that date.’’ ‘‘March last’’ should, 
of course, read ‘‘March Ist.’’ 

The following further general licences have been issued 
and will remain in force until ist July :— 

Goat and sheep skins, tanned. 
Sheep and Jamb skins, dressed. 
EXPORT OF SOUTH APRICAN SHEEPSKINS. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is now prepared to consider applications tor licences 
to export to approved destinations jimited quantities of 
Sheepskins of South African origin. 





EXPORT OF SPICES. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is now prepared to consider applications for licences 
to export Spices, including Pepper. 

Exporters are reminded that it will be necessary for the 
Department to limit the total quantities of Spices exported 
to Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Switzerland. All appl- 
cations for licences to export to those countries should be 
accompanied by the various certificates issued by the re- 
spective importing associations in those countries. 

CARGOES FOR DENMARK. 

The exemption from the surcharge of 15 kroner per ton 
levied on coal, coke-uven coke and patent fuel shipped to 
Denmark, which was granted by the Controller of Coal Mines 
in respect of shipments under contracts made after the 3lsi 
December, 1918, has now been extended to cargoes for Den- 
mark the loading of which commenced on or after the 25th 
instant irrespective of the date of the contract. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





RAW HIDES: GENERAL [IMPORT LICENCE. 


The Board of Trade have issued a General Licence to the 
Customs Authorities, with effect from Ist February until 
further notice, fer the admission of Raw Hides of all descrip- 
tions and weights. The issue of this General Licence, which 
will remain in force indefinitely, is equivalent to the entire 
removal of the Prohibition on the Importation of Raw 
Hides, which will therefore be allowed admission as from 
Ist February without licence. All Hides arriving before Ist 
february will be licensed. 

In connection with the removal of restrictions on import, 
the Secretary of the War Office announces the cancellation 
of the Imported Hides (Control) Netice, 1916, and the 
{mported Hides (Dealings) Order, 1916, by which the Army 
Council took possession of and restricted dealings in certain 
descriptions of imported Ox, Cow and Bull Hides. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES TO SLAM. 


The following names are added to the list of persons and 
bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to Siam 
may be consigned :— 

Magan 8. Davo, Bangkok. 
Maung Ngwe Zin and Sons, Lampang. 





GENERAL LICENCES FOR EXPORT OF 
* PHOSTO ~ AND BLENDED OILS. 


The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that an open general ticence has been issued permitting the 
exportation of the undermentioned goods to all destinations 
except isuropean or Asiatic Russia and other foreign destina- 
tions in Europe or on the Mediterranean Sea (other than 
france and French Possessions, Italy and Italian Possessions, 
Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Greece, Morocco, Palestine and 
Syria, as far north as a line from Alexandretta to Aleppo 
iaclusive, and as far east as the Hejaz railway inclusive) : — 

‘*Phosto’? animal food. 
Biended oils containing not less than 50 per cent. 
mineral oul. 

Applications to the War Trade Department will in future 
not be required in respect of any of these goods when it is 
desired to export them to destinations other than those 
specified. 

IMPORTS INTO BELGILUE AI. 
ArticLes Frere oF Import Licence. 

The Belgian ‘Trade and Reconstruction Section oi the 
Department of Overseas Trade have received from the Bel- 
gian Government the following official list of articles which 
inay now be imported into Belgium free of import licence : — 

Anvils. 

Augers. 

Axes. 

Balances. 
Basket-work. 
Beetroot—ali kinds 
Bill-heoks. 


biacking. 

Boilers for Central Heating. 
Bone. 

Books. 

Bottles. 


Bricks—ordinary. 

Bricks—refractory. 

Brushes—all kinds. 

Buttons—all kinds. 

Calculating machines. 

Carbons ior ciectrie are lamps. 
Cards—playing. 

Cash registers. 

Casseroles. 

Cement. 

Coment goods of all kinds. 

Ceramic tiles and paving stones. 

Children’s prams. 

Chisels—cabinct-makers’, sculptors’, joiners’, turners’. 
(hoppers. 

Circulators (heating). 

Clock glasses. 

Clothing, cloth, and accessories. 

Coffee mills (in parts, or fully completed). 
Conipasses—shoemakers’, carpenters’, joiners’. 
Contact breakers (electric installations). 
Copper furnishings. 

Cork (raw) and cork dust, and all kinds of cork articles. 
Corks. 

Corkscrews. 

Crops (in sheaf or ear). 

Cutlery. 
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Klectric are lamps. 

Electric stoves. 

Electric installations (contact breakers, insulating tubes, 
insulating tubes, insulators, wire for electric 
canalisation). 

Mncaustics. 


Faience—tiles of all kinds 
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Diamonds (cut and uncut). Plaster. 

| Down feathers for bedding. Playing cards. 

1 Drainpipes. Polishes for cleaning or polishing furniture, floors, 

H Earth. metals. 

; Karthenware goods. Pomades. 


Porcelain—all kinds, white, coloured, painted or gilded. 
Porcelain—tiles, bottle stoppers. 

Prams—children’s. 

Precious stones. 

Pruning knives. 

Publications. 

Radiators for central heating. 





lcathers (down tor bedding). Rakes. 
Files, Ranges (kitchen). 
loodstuffs—all kinds execpt cereals for bread-making Registers—cash. 


and sugar. 
lorage (seeds). 


Roof slates. 
Rubber—raw. 


forage (green). Sates. 
Sand. 


orks (gardening). 

Foot warmers (all kinds). 

I’ cotwear. 

Gas burners, meters, stoves 

Glass window panes, tiles, fiag-stones, plaques, bottles, 
phials, demi-johns, tumblers, laboratory and scien- 
tific instruments of all kinds, optical glass. 

Glasses—-watch and clock. 

Glue. 

Grain. 

Gravel. 


Saws. 

Scientific instruments. 

Scissors. 

Scythes. 

Seeds—forest trees, forage. horticultural. 

Seaweed. 

Sea-wrack (varec.) 

Sewing machines, needles, accessories, and spare parts. 
Shears. 

Shrubs—live. 





Green forage. Sickles. 

Grindstones. islates—roof. 

Hammers. Spades. 

Hardware (various articles). Spirit varnish. 

Hatchets. Sponges. 

Hay. Starch. 

Heating irons. Stone for constructional purposes—rough, hewn, cut, 
Hoes. polished or carved 

Horn. Stone for plaster. 

Horses. Stoneware. 


Incandescent mantles. 

[Incandescent electric lamps. 

lndiarubber (raw). 

[nsitruments—optical, scientific, surgical. 


Stones—precious. 

Stones—grindstones, lithographic stones, millstones, 
whetstones. 

Stoves—electric, gas, petrol. 


insulators—insulating tubes. Straw. 
lrons—heating. Sugar. 


ivory. 

Joiners’ chisels and compas:es. 

Kitchen utensils of all kinds. 

Kitchen ranges and circulators. 

iKnives—for pruning, butchers’, tanners’, coopers’, 
curriers’, sadlers’. 

K nives—-palette for saddle packing. 

Laboratory instruments. 

Lamps—petrol and accessories. 

Lamps—electric, arc, and incandescent. 

Lanterns—all kinds. 

Larding-pins. 

Lime. 

Lithographic stones. 

Locks—all kinds. 

Luggage——personal. . —— 

Machines—calculating, sewing, tvpewriting, weighing. 

Malt—brewers’ and distillers’. 

Mantles-—incandescent. 

Matches. 

Meters—gas, water. 

Mills—coffee, pepper. 

Milistones. 

Mirrors. 

Needles—ordinary, and for sewing machines. 

Optical glass and instruments. 








‘Taps—all kinds. 

Tiles—ceramic, faience, glass, porcelain, and all kinds. 

Travellers’ personal luggage. ; 

Pumblers—glass, crystal. 

Turnscrew. 

Typewriting machines. 

Trees (live). 

Varnish—oil and spirit. 

Vices—tools. 

Watch glasses. 

Water meters. 

Weighing machines. 

Whetstones. 

Window panes. 

Wire tor electric canalisation. 

Writing paper. 

Additions to this list will be published from time to time 

as they are received. 


LICENCES FOR GOODS NOT ON ABOVE LIST. 


It should be noted that applications for Import Licences, 
which are at present required for all goods not included in 
the above list, should be made to the Ministére des Affaires 
Economiques, Bureau des Licences, 10, Place Royale, 
Brussels, which will require the following form to be filled in: 


Oi! varnish. Sr ree scnlddiibints) sienibeginintecs PI iiiktiinnicnsiaicaans 
Pauints—prepared or not. E PORCRBICR. «000000000008 iniieniion Hossa taniuedesoensceese 
Paper—writing. PIN -sxcvewisetarksukpeceueemniassnieis seebemiamenisemneiiadunaeiainl 
Pa per—news. requests that the following import may be authorised :— 
Paving stones—-glass, ceramic. PO GE MEE cisiccnsctiansiecscsonvcerssessacens piibanckininnvecennbaial 
Pearls— real. enn ANP OUP Eis dns iubsnsiiciasivdedacecsescrsedesnnavens 
Pencils. Is it a firm order—............... 

, Penholders. NT oncivkantibidieedwnpiisoccéevsnns 

Pepper mills. SC NEE NET cccideinnutendsonpeeesss 

Perfumery and accessories ee CMD GE HINES ID cco sss ccccuidnwnweundsckndvevcdscencen 
Periodicals. Be aiiterithataneiircnsevasviesads 

Petrol lamps and accessories, stoves. Nett weight or number of articles..........................sceeseee0 
Pharmaceutical products. Nicci tac cx alk aids ema oesiabaelbacbiisaknianltl 
Phials. Re ND si cnccciceinnniacnantesiis 

Pickaxes. Name, nationality, profession and address of consignor. 
CD MW Or ae iia aa il aie ler a i a ended eas cenbewoninndeal ~ 
I rah ata ik te cee ai ta lac cilia ts és 
Pipes—drain. Name, nationality, profession and address of consignee in 
Planes. NE tentcitestnecaicnaiaiaieasbnaunadimsteaiunes sdbasewes seanncewnesl 


>I. . , a 
Plants—growing. 


eesreeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer SESS eeseeseee eS Seseeeeseeseseseeesesese eee SeSGeeseseesenses eeoeree 
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(1) The consignor is deemed to be the person to whom the 
goods are despatched in Belgium. . 

(2) By transporter is meant the person dealing with the 
reception, passage through Customs. etc., on behalf of the 
consignor. 

(3) Whether for re-equipment or restocking of a business 
undertaking, or for wholesale or retail supply. 


NOTES. 

(1) Applications for import licences should be made in 
triplicate to the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Bureau des 
Licences, 10, Place Royale, Brussels. They should be made 
out on special forms as above. Applicants may always, at 
their discretion, stipply the Ministry in addition to the 
particulars required on the Application Form with any 
information which might appear to them hkely to tacilitate 
the consideration of their application. 

(2) A single application tor licence can only apply to one 
class of goods. In any case where all the goods for which a 
licence has been granted will not be imported at the same 
time, the Customs authorities will endorse the licence with 
the amount actually imported. The licence will then be valid 
for the importation of the surplus. 

(3) The Depart:ment of Economic Affairs thinks it advisable 
to draw the attention of applicants to the fact that the 
grant of an import licence for Belgium in no way affects 
the necessity of obtaining export licences in the countries 
of origin of the goods, neither does it guarantee that means 
of transport will be made available for their despatch to 
Belgium. 

(4) The Ministry of Economic Affairs reserves to itself the 
right at any time to suspend any licences which may lave 
been issued. 


IMPORTS OF SULPHATE OF COPPER 
INTO ITALY. 

With reference to the notice published in the ‘Journal’ 
of the 16th January, H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome 
telegraphs that the importation of sulphate of copper into 
Italy is not prohibited, but that it 1+ controlled by the Giunta 
Teenica. 








RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 


STEEL SLABS, EIC. 





In reference to the Notice isstieqd by the Minister of Muni- 
tions dated the 8th November, i918, whereby certain maxi- 
mum prices and provisions were published with regard to 
Steel Slabs, Plates, Strips and pieces cut from Plates, suit- 
able tor re-rolling, and Steel Plates, Sheets and Black Plate, 
all open annealed produced in Sheet Mills, the Minister of 
Munitions gives notice that the undermentioned maximum 
prices and provisions shall as from the Ist December, 1918, 
be substituted for the maximum prices and provisions con- 
tained in the Notice of the &th Noveiber, 1918 ;— 


Maximum Prices and Provisions. 
per ton. 
£ os. d. 
1. Steel-Slabs, Plates, Strips and pieces cut 
from Plates, suitable for 1e-rolling ............ 10 Ff G 
Steel Plates, Sheets and Black Plate all Open 
Annealed Produced in Sheet Mills. 


1) tons and upwards of one size and one per ton. 


thickness £ s. d. 
B. Atpowe BOG tm. Bhs ocociicccccscccccccce dcccccaccces 16 10) 0 
3. 3-16 in. and under to 1-8 in. inclusive ... ..... 1G 15) (OO 
4. Under 1-8 in. thick No maximum prices. 


per ton. 
Under 10 tons down to and including 2 tons extra. 


of one size and one thickness .................. OL O 
Under 2 tons down to and including 1 ton 

of one size and one thickness .................. O15 1) 
Under 1 ton down to and including 5 ewt. of 

one size and one thickness ..................00. : @ @ 


Under 5 ewt. of one size and one thickness ... 110 0 
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The maximum prices for detective steel 
Pilates, Sheets and Black Plate above 
inentioned will be £1 per tom less than the 
above. 


Mxtias for sizes, etc., as follows :— per ton 
> « <4 
>. Over 4 tt. wide up to and including 5 ft. .. G10 0 
6. Over 5 it. wide up to and including 6 ft. br 
‘3 Re-shearing tO EXACE SIZES 2.2... ccc ccc ceeccces: ot 0 
ie. Sa I ince cere asbneensiesansmenmnanasonnaaeny vu 15 oO 
icine ns. ccsidinie denndedeaeehioniatnnuanetean 1 uo OO 
1. Hvdraulically flattening 2.0.0 0.000.000. eee e ee. cr Oo ”@ 
IL. Mamgding ........cccccccccccceeccecceuee seeeeeceuecene. Ol 8 
BIN nit. a enianneccnbbainanentinnvanidwhatnrniamunibinl lL 1lo 4 
13. Under 250 square inches area .................6-. ii 4 
14. Painting one coat both sides ordinary paint 
a NII <n uintiniiisteaisabiiiaeaiiediaminndnains 2 0 VU 
15. Circled, curved, tapered and thin plates to 
sketch to be subject 
to arrane- 
ment 
Bets, SOUMNORNES CII oi oi crcoenscnenessccnnnssesenereanns No exira. 
Extras for Lengiks. 
No. Kaxceeding. Not exceeding. Pan. and thicker. 
ft. ft. £ os. d. 
le ) lo nil 
is Lv) 12 nil 
1G 12 14 nil 
i) 14 16 OQ 2 6 
2] 16 IS 0 5 Vv 
22 18 2) 0 7 6 


These prices and extras are applicable to all orders for 
Home Trade and export. 

The above-mentioned maximum prices and extras do not 
apply to separate and independent orders involving the sale 
of less than a total ef two tons in any one specification. 

All the foregoing prices are nett, t.o.t. Producer’s works. 


TINPLATES AND TERNEPLATES 
PRICES. 

In reterence to the Notice issued by the Minister ot 
Munitions, dated the 24th August, 1917, whereby certain 
maximum prices and provisions were published with regard 
t> Finplates and Terneplates, the Minister of Munitions 
vives notice that the undermentioned maximum prices and 
provisions shall, as from the lst December, 1918, be sub- 
stituted for the maximum prices and provisions contained 
in the Notice of the 24th August, 1917:— 

Maxtmem Prices ror TINpPLATES AND TERNEPLATES. 
(With the exception of Staffordshire Tinplates.) 

Per basis box net t.o.t. maker’s works or nearest staiion. 
Coke Tinplates:— 

[.C., 20 x 14, $12 sheets, 108 Ib., 32s. 6d. 
D.C., 25 x 17, 50 sheets, 94 Ib., 31s. Gd. 
S.D.C., 22 x 15, 100 sheets, 163 ib., 48s. 

28 x 20, 30 x 21, 191 x 14. 182 x 14, at basis price for 20 x 14. 

fist of extras and allowances are all net; and for li2 
sheet boxes, excepting in the cases of doubles and siall 
doubles. 

Extras per basis box (where not otherwise stated) over 
ihe price of Coke Tinplates. 

Small Lots.—Any size ordered in quantities of less than 
~ tons, 6d. 

Common Charcoal Tinplates, 1s. 

Charcoal Tinplates, through thax :— 


MANIALU ML 


Tin per basis bes. S. 
a a ee ee 4 ¢ 
es oii cas sahecniecebasdies 5 9 
NN i ch at 7 3 
8 eras here ee ae . 8 9 
te, eee ere oe 10 6 


Crosses (in all qualities), each cross, 7s. 

Intermediate weights to be charged pro rata. Thus, 122 lb. 
substance will be 3s. 6d. basis extra over I.C. substance 

Ordinary Stamping Steel, 3s. 

Spectal Deep Stamping Steel, 9d. 

Odd sizes, basis extras. 


Over Ptin. Lond. 


Width. Over Over Over 

24in. 32in. 34in. 
to $21n. to32in. to 40in. 

inciu- inclu- inclu- 
sive. sive. sive. 

x. de s. d x. d. 
luvin. to 12in. “ re = ¥3 0” 9 1 oO 1 3 
Over 12in. up to 17 in. inclusive = ee Te Bite Breas Fie 
» IW7in. ? 18 in. s9 ts = ag a L 0 1 3 
18 in. >» 22in. i at Ee os... 8°32" ..: 2a 
22 in. » 2in. se ne ‘, Sree SE aees. 2e 
23 in. . 24in, PS R. Wee of eres ge eee 


24 in 26 in. ‘a ..4, 2 2 xc 3-8 





x 


“ 


eS ae Sa 


Dap Se ep TS. 


ee ores 
part ees 


Seen aden 
SS SR 
—— 


vee 
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DAin. Lana and Under. 


Leneth 

24 inn. Under Under Under Under 

Wridth ny. 24in, 2. In. 17 in. i2 In, 

to 23 to l7 to 12 to 10 

in. in, ~ in, 

i. . ad s. a. s. d d 

Join. to 12 in.inelusive , a 2 i @ 608 2a ® ao 

Over 12in. up to 17 in. inciusi: DS ag hn # as 6..1 @.. — 
17 1n. » Win. i Oo 8... 2. Oo 9 


23 in. » 2tin. »» 4 i @..t 8 

“Extra boxes of 56 sheets basis, Is. 

xtra for boxing sniail sizes in 112 sheets boxes, this extra 
being applicable only to smail sizes that are customarily 
packed in boxes of 225 sheets or thereabouts, basis, Yd. 

fixtra for boxing doubles, 34 and 25, 25 sheets per box, is. 
(Special boxing not covered in list to be based on actual cost.) 

Lissue Papering at cost. 

lronhvojping, 20 x 14 and under, 5d. per box; over 20 x [4, 
od. basis. 

Clapping, 2d. per box, all sizes. 

Zinlining, 20 x 14, 112 sheets and small sizes, Is. 3d. per 
box: 20 x 14 and small sizes, packed 225 sheets, Is. 45d. 
per box; over 20 x 14, Is. 3d. basis extra. 

Special Plates for Milk required to be tinned with list on 
long side, such as 253in. x 9 7-l6in., to carry a special extra 
of ls. basis. 

faggers.—Sizes larger in area than 20 x 14 of 40g.=300 
sheets. 20 x 14x 112 tb. and thinner substances, Is. basis ; 
20 x 14 x 112 sheets. This extra will apply to 28 x 20, 

Allowance to be made per basis box belew the price ot 
Coke Tinplates. 

Lights.—Reduction of jd. per lb. basis for each 1 lb. down 
from 108 to 80 Ib. substance, and 3d. per ib. basis reduction 
for each | lb. down thereafter, including Taggers. 

Urassorted.—lx substance and thinner, Iid.; thicker 
than Ix, 3d. 

Wasters.—2x substance and thinner, ls.; thicker than 
2x, Is. Gd. 

Charcoal Wasters.—Per basis box below the price of Char- 
coal Tinplates. lx substance and thinner, 2s.; thicker than 
Ix, 3s.; packing in bundies instead of boxes, Gd. 

Maximum Price for Terne plates.—d30s. 6d. per basis box, 
2.€., 2s. below the basis price of Coke Tinplates. Ail other 
extras and allowances as for Coke Tinplates. 

Waste Waste Tinplates and Waste Waste Terneplates at 
not less than 2s. basis below the price for Waster Tinplates 
and Yerneplates respectively. 

To the maximum prices and extras for Tinplates and 
Terneplates a sum not exceeding 2 per cent. on such prices 
may be added in the case of sales made by persons other 
than the makers or their agents, plus the actual cost of 
delivery from works to destination. 

In the case of dealings between merchant firms it is not 
permissible for each of them to add such 2 per cent., as in 
no case must the cost to the ultimaie consumer be beyond 
2 per cent. over the said maximum prices, plus carriage 
charges. 

Merchant stockholders delivering trom their own ware- 
houses {not public warehouses) are permitcved to sell from 
their stock at the maximum prices, plus the maximum addi- 
tion of 74 per cent. on such prices, exclusive of inwards and 
outwards carriage. - This 7} per cent. will include the 
merchants’ commission of 2 per cent., and is not in addition 
thereto. 

All communications with reference to the above shall be 
made to:— ) 

The Director of Steel Production, 
Ministry of Munitions of War, ° 
Whitehall Place, London, 5.W. 1. 

Notz.—The above prices shall not apply to sales and 
purchases for export except in the case of sales and 
purchases made through official agencies for Alhed 
Governmenis. | 


DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 


DISCHARGE OF DISABLED SAILORS AND 
SOLDIERS. 


The Ministry of Labour announce that the position of the 
disabled sailor or soldier engaged in industries has been 
receiving the careful consideration of the Government, and 
as a result it has been decided that no disabled sailor or 
soldier employed in State-owned Factories or Establish- 
ments shall (other things being equal) be discharged until 
after the dilutee or the ex-service man of the same class of 
skill. This means that the disabled sailor or soldier will be 
entitled in his class of skill to be discharged last of those in 
any factory who have entered into the employment of the 
factory after the outbreak of war. Men, however, who were 
in their employment prior to the war are equally entitled to 
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consideration with the disabled man, and the length of their 
service should be regarded as an important factor in their 
favour. 

Instructions to this effect have accordingly been issued 
by the Ministry of Munitions to all factories or establish- 
ments under their direct administration. 

The Minister of Labour trusts that in view of the services 
rendered to the State by the men in question, all employers 
of labour throughout the country will see their way to adopt 
so far as possible the same procedure oi discharge in regard 
to their own employees, and thus to secure that the disabled 
man shall be the last of his class to be discharged. 





THE ARMY OF 1919. 

he Secretary of State for War has authorised the sollow- 
ing announcement :— 
~Consequent on the discussions which have been taking 
place during the last i0 days between Ministers and between 
the various Departments in London on the question ot the 
proper maintenance of the Armies of Occupation and other 
matters immediately connected with the strength and wel- 
fare of the British Army, a conference has been convened in 
Paris by the Prime Minister at which, amongst cthers, the 
Secretary of State for War, Sir Eric Geddes, Sir Douglas 
Haig, and the Chief of the Imperial General Stafi were 
present. 

The conclusions which have been reached are of a far- 
reaching character, and will be brought finally before the 
Cabinet early this week. It is expected that an announce- 
ment covering the general policy tor the Army during 1919 
will be made in the newspapers on Thursday morning. 

Meanwhile, attention is directed to the position of our 
military atfairs at the present time and their bearing upon 
British interests. The old voluntary Army which existed 
before the war, and which performed such extraordinary 
feats in the early days, no longer exists as a military organ- 
isation; in its place a gigantic Army of between three and 
four million men has come into existence during the war, 
first on a voluntary, and ultimately on a compulsory, basis. 
nis Army having defeated all antagenists, and carried the 
British arms to victory in every theatre of war, is now in 
process ot rapid demobilisation. Whereas a forinight ago 
about 8,006 men a day were being passed into civil life, the 
numbers have now reeched 30,000 a day, and witil shortly 
aitain the figure of 40,000 a day. 

it is obvious that if this process were to continue at this 
rate for a couple of months more, we should be leit without 
formed and organised bodies of disciplined troops in any part 
of the world in which we are involved. To build up the old 
voluntary Army would take at least the greater part of the 
present year, and before any great volume of volunteering 
can be expected it is necessary that the rates of pay should 
be made attractive, and that large numbers of men now 
serving shall have been released into civil life, and after a 
spell there shall have been able to exercise a free choice in 
regard to re-entering the profession of arms. 

We are thus confronted with a certainty of an utter gap 
between the great compulsory Armies which have won the 
war and the comparatively small long-service professional 
forces which are required to hold and garrison the British 
Empire. The proposals which will shortly be announced are 
intended to provide for this intervening period. They will 
make sure that we have in every theatre of war sufficient 
forces during the preseni year to see that we are not robbed 
of the truits of our victories, and that the Germans and 
their confederates are made to execute faithfully and 
punctually the conditions, not only of the Armistice, but of 
ihe Treaty ot Peace when that is signed, and they will also 
enable us to discharge our own duty towards our Allies and 
those who are dependent upon us. 

It must be clearly understood that while Great Britain 1s 
prepared to do her share of the work that has still to be 
dene, she will not be asked to do more than her share, and 
that the United States, France, and Italy will act with her 
in maintaining the common interests and securing the ad- 
vantages gained iogether. Further, Great Britain’s special 
obligations in maintaining the Indian Empire and the wide 
regions which we now hoid in the Middle East, as well as 
the part played by the Royal Navy, have been taken into 
consideration in computing what that share should be. 

The task to be undertaken is, therefore, the formation and 
maintenance of Armies of Occupation of a moderate size 
compared to what we now have, but of the highest discipline 
and efficiency, which will discharge our duty and safeguard 
British interests during the period which must elapse before 
the ordinary peacetime volunteer Army can be created. 
Prompt action according to a comprehensive design is there- 
fore imperative. 

It is the intention of the Government that the pay of the 
Armies of Occupation which must be maintained during 191° 
in the various theatres shall be immediately and substanti- 
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ally advanced, and that good facilities for leave shall be 
given te all men chosen to serve in them. All the rest ol 
our present Armies will continue to be demobilised as quickly 
as possible, and if the present rapid rate 1s maintained a 
verv few months should see our military establishment re- 
duced to the minivium necessary to do what is needed in the 
intervening period before a permanent voluntary Army can 
be created. 

If the main objects for which we have been fighting are 
clearly held in view, the measures which are required will be 
readily comprehended. 











NUMBERS DEMOBILISED. 


announces that since the date of the 


The War Office 
Armistice the following numbers have been discharged or 
demobilised : — 

To Noon, 27th January. Officers. Other Ranks. 
Demobilised ....... saci eeae a 19,084 659,438 
Discharged medically unfit 51,739 
Discharged from _ classes 

W.W. (T), P. & P. (T) of 
NE ancensts a cnnced ence 144,351 
BE cc singidiauancaiaes i9,084 855,528 








EDUCATIONAL COURSES IN SCOTLAND. 

With reference to the official announcement already made 
on 14th December, 1918, of the institution of a scheme oi 
grants applicable to the United Kingdom to enable ex- 
Service officers and men of sufficient educational promise to 
undertake courses of higher education, the Director-General 
of Civil Demobilisation and Resettlement of the Ministry 
of Labour now desires to make intimation of the arrange- 
ments which have been come to for the administration oi 
the scheme as regards Scotland. 

1. The scheme for aiding the attendance of men at courses 
of higher education in Scotland will apply to courses con- 
ducted at the Universities, Theological Colleges, Technicai 
Colleges, Schools of Art, and other institutions for higher 
education, known as ‘‘Central Institutions,’’ and also to 
mstitutions for the training of teachers. A sum for aiding 
selected students to attend such courses has been placed on 
the Estimates of the Scotch Education Department, and 
Education Officers representative of that Department will 
be aitached tc the two Scottish Directorates of the Appoint- 
ments Department of the Ministry of Labour, and will be 
charged with the duty of dealing with the application for 
aid towards attending courses at these institutions. 

2. Applications for aid may be made by the following 
classes of candidates : — 

(a) Ex-Service candidates who have already been 
admitted to, or have, at the date of this notice, 
concluded arrangements for entering any of the 
institutions referred to above. 

Candidates of this class whe desire aid should forward 
their application (to he made on Form D.Q., which is pro- 
curable at any office of the Appointments Department) 
through the Authorities of the Institution which they are 
attending, or propose to attend. These Authorities, if they 
are satisfied that the applicant is doing good work in the 
eourse upon which he has entered, or that he shows suffi- 
cient promise of doing so, are requested to transmit the 
application with a certificate to the foregoing effect, together 
With any recominendation which they may desire to make 
to the Education Officer, District Directorate, Balmeral 
Hotel, Princes Street, Edinburgh, in an envelope bearing 
the stamp of the Institution. Applications so marked will 
receive priority of consideration. 

(b) Ex-Service men who have not been admitted cer 
promised admission, as in (a), should forward an 
application on Form D.O. to the nearest office of 

the Appointments Department. 

candidates not yet demobilised should make 
application on Army Form Z.15, or Navy Form 
$.1299, following the directions on the Forms. 

Candidates still serving in the Army may obtain help and 
advice in the selection of courses suited to their cireum- 
stances and capacities from one or other of the travelling 
Adviscry Boards visiting the several armies in France or 
Italy, or a District Directorate of the Appointments Depart- 
ment in this couniry. 

3. As previously announced, the amount of the assistance 
to be granted will be determined separately in each case. 
On the one hand, this amount will be limited to the actual 
sum deemed sufficient to meet the necessary fees and the 
expenses of maintenance of the candidate after due account 
has been taken of his private means (if any); of any 
scholarships to which he may be entitled; and to the assist- 
ance which can be reasonably expected from those who would 
in ordinary circumstances have borne or contributed to the 
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expenses of his training. On the other hand, it is intended 
that the amount of the assistance shall be such as wili enable 
« candidate to take his course of training under reasonably 
adequate conditions, even though he or his friends are not 
im a position to meet any part of the expenses of the course. 

4. District Directorates of the Appointments Department 
of the Ministry of Labour have been established at (a) the 
Balmoral Hotel, Princes Street, Edinburgh, and (b) Queen’s 
Hotel, Leonard Street, Perth. Applicants ordinarily resid- 
ing in Scotland may cbtain forms from one or other of the 
foregoing Directorates, according to the part of the country 
in which they are ordinarily resident. The province of the 
District Directorate of Perth embraces: Aberdeen, Argyll, 
Banft, Caithness, Clackmannan, Elgin, Fife, Forfar, Inver- 
ness, The Isles, Kincardine, Kinross, Nairn, Perth, Ross, 
and Cromarty, Stirling, Sutherland; and that of the 
Histrict Directorate of Edinburgh embraces: Ayr, Berwick, 
Dumbarton, Edinburgh, Haddington, Kirkcudbright, 
Lanark, with all Glasgow area, Linlithgow, Peebles, Ren- 
frew, Roxburgh, Selkirk, Wigtown. 


ORDERS CANCELLED. 


IMPORTED HIDES. 

The War Office have cancelled (under date 23rd January) 
the imported Hides (Control) Notice, 1916, and the Imported 
Hides (Dealings) Order, 1916, by which the Army Council 
took possession of, and restricted dealings in, certain 
descriptions of imported ox, cow and bull hides. (See notice 
of General Licence for importing hides in the Export and 
In.port Section.) 











BUNG GUT AND GOLDBEATER SKINS. 
‘The Admiralty have cancelled as from 23rd January, the 
Bung Gut and Goldbeater Skins Order, 1917, made by them 
on the 19th March, 11F. 


STRAW. 

The Army Council has made an Order cancelling the Order 
of 30th July, 1918 (which prohibits the lifting and using of 
hay and straw in England and Wales) in so far as it relates 
to ali oat straw, wheat straw, rivet wheat straw, buckwheat 
straw, barley straw, mustard straw, rye straw, pea straw, 
bean straw, and threshed tares in respect of which no pur- 
chase note bas been signed on Ist February. 

This forage is, therefore, released. The Order of 20th 
August last (which prescribed maximum prices for hay and 
straw) and the Orders amending it are not affected by the 
new Order. 

Similar steps have been taken to secure the release of the 
same classes of forage in Scotland. 








ANCHORS AND CHAIN CABLES. 


The Admiralty have cancelled, as from 27th January, the 
Anchors and Chain Cables Order made by them on the 27th 
day of September, 1917. 

The Food Controller has revoked the following Orders : — 

The Gooseberries Sales (England and Wales) Order, 1918. 

Order dated 7th June, 1918, amending the Gooseberries 
(Sales) (England and Wales) Order, 1918. 

The Soft Fruit (Sales) Order, 1918. 

The Soft Fruit (Sales) (Amendment) Order, 1918. 

The Strawberries (Retail Prices) Order, 1918. 

‘the Piums (Sales) Order, 1918. 

The Blackberries Order, 1918. 

Fhe Damson (Sales) Order, 1918. 


POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO MESOPOTAMIA. 


Parcel Post to civil addresses in Mesopotamia, which was 
suspended in September, 1917, has now been reopened. The 
postage is the same as to India. The following articles may 
not be sent if intended for sale :— 

Cotton piece-goods, woollen piece-goods, silk piece-goods ; 
cigarettes and country biris, cigarette papers; cotton and 
woollen hosiery and underwear ; lampware; stationery ; lace, 
insertions and embroidery. 

There are restrictions on the transmission of arms, etc., 
cotton seed, opium, wines and spirits, and tin. 

Imitaticn coins, quinine which has been coloured pink, 
cocaine and similar substances, ganja and charas, and similar 
substances, and lead, may not be sent. 











MAILS FOR SWEDEN AND FINLAND. 


Mails for Sweden and Finland containing letters, etc. (but 
not parcels) which reached London between the 12th and 
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the 17th of December last inclusive, have not reached their 
destination, and have, it is feared, been lost at sea. 





MAILS FOR ROUMANIA. 

The Postmaster-General announced on 25th January, that 
the mail service to Roumania has been resumed for all classes 
of postal packets except parcels. The time of transit will! 
be longer than under normal conditions. 





TRANSMISSION OF PARCELS FROM UNITE) 
KINGDOM TO WEST COAST OF 
SOUTH AMERICA, 

The Postinaster-General has instructed the Acting British 
Post Office Agent at Colon to forward to Port Limon on 
any suitable steamer any parcel mails for Costa Rica which 
are forwarded to him for onward transmission. Parcels for 
Colombian Pacific and Ecuadorian ports will also bemefit by 
this decision, and the delays which have recently been caused 
at Colon through the infrequency of the usual steamship 
services will therefore be removed. 





LOSS OF MAILS FOR RUSSIA. 
Mails containing correspondence as indicated below have 
been lost at sea. 
Destination. Dates for London. 
Letter Mails Parcel Mails. 
North Russian Expedi- 9 — 14 Dec. 17 — 2 Dec. 


tionary Force, Archangel 17 — 20 Dec. 
Naval Forces, Archangel 11 — 14 Dec. 13 — 22 Dee. 

17 —- 18 Dec. 

Archangel (Civil) ......... 10 — 13 Dec. 


16 — 17 Dec. 


FOOD SECTION. 
BACON. 


ihe Ministry of Food announce a considerably inproved 
quality in the bacon supplies. For the next three weeks 
the Ministry will not issue to importers tor distribution any 
Mnglish Cut Bellies, American Cut Bellies or Short Clear 
Backs, except on demand. 

Retailers are informed that the Food Controller now offers 
no objection to householders purchasing bacon in large quan- 
tities, such as a side at a time, as the supplies of bacon are 
sufficient for this purpose. The retailer should accordingly 
put himself in a position to serve customers with larger 
amounts, while, at the same time, making sure that none 
ot his registered customers is unable to obtain an adequate 
~upply. 











SACKS OF HOUSEHOLD FLOUR. 

In order to relieve congestion at the ports and facilitate 
distribution, the Food Controller is prepared to authorise 
householders to purchase and keep in the house up to one 
sack of flour per household, notwithstanding the provisions 
of the food Hoarding Order. 





SUGAR SUPPLIES. 

Lord Bledisloe, as Chairman of the Royal Commission en 
the Sugar Supply, announces that, as from Monday, the 
27th, supplies of sugar to all manufacturing trades will be 
upon the basis of 100 per cent. of their consumption of sugar 
in 1915. Sugar confectioners, bakers, mineral water manu- 
facturers, and other traders, who since 28th December have 
been receiving supplies of sugar at the rate of 50 per cent. 
of their 1915 consumption, will, after Monday, receive 
supplies at the same rate as manufacturers of jam, marma- 
lade, and condensed milk, and wholesale druggists who are 
at present receiving the full 109 per cent. of their 1915 
consumption. 

The public are reminded that, as previously announced, the 
domestic sugar ration will be raised to 12 ounces, as from 
Monday next, the 27th instant. 





CONTROL OF SYRUP, MOLASSES, ETC. 

The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply desire to make 
it known that, except as regards the provisions of the Syrup, 
Liquid Glucose and Molasses (Prices) Order of the 16th 
November, 1918, all restrictions limiting the importation and 
sale of Syrup, Molasses, and other articles of like nature 
and use, will be removed on and after Monday, 24th 
Vebruary, 1919. ; 

The prices at present in force, viz. :— 

60s. per ewt. for Syrup and Refined Treacle in barrels, 

80s. per ewt. for Syrup and Refined Treacle in containers, 

15s. per cwt. for Molasses for manufacturing purposes only. 
15s. per ewt. for Molasses in bond for cattle feeding and 
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with such additions and variations as are allowed by the 
Order referred to, will remain in force as maximum prices 
only. It is hoped that an increase in supplies will make jt 
pessible for the Koval Commission and others to sell at q 
lower figure. 





MARGARINE RATIONING., 

rhe ood Controller wishes to announce that there is no 
oficial foundation tor the prevalent rumours that the 
Margarine Rationing Scheme will be withdrawn at a very 
early date. ‘No decision has yet been taken on this subject, 
but should it be found possible to relax the restrictions at 
present in operation, sufficient notice will be given for the 
various branches of the trade and other persons concerned 
to make their arrangements. 





NEW POTATOES ORDER. 

The Food Controller has signed an Order slightly amend. 
ing the Potatoes (Consolidation) Order, No. 2, 1918. The 
result of the new Order will be to transfer that part of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire which lies to the East of the rail- 
way line trom Selby tc Bawtry via Doncaster to the East 
Riding surplus zone, but the loading stations on this new 
boundary line will remain in the West Riding, and growers 
may continue to load potatoes at stations on this line direct 
to any part oi the West Riding. All other stations in the 
transierred area will be regarded as being in the East 
Riding. 

The alteration came into force as from the 20th instant. 





POTATO CROP, 1919. 

The Food Controller does not propose to take over the 
19L9 potato crop, and hopes that it will not be necessary 
cither to fix prices or to interfere with the normal methods 
of its distribution. If, however, it becomes necessary in 
the national interest to fix any maximum prices, the maxi- 
mum growers’ prices for Ware Potatoes in the United King- 
dom will not be less than those obtaining during the present 
season. 





PRICES OF APPLIUS. 

The ood Controller has issued an Order amending the 
Apples (Prices) Order, 1918. 

Under the new Order imported apples may be sold by 
the first owner by weight as well as by package. If sold by 
package the maximum prices are the same as those at present 
obtaining, namely, 58s. 4d. for barrels containing not less 
than 112 lb.; 67s. 8d. for barrels containing not less than 
130 Ib. ; and 19s. 9d. for cases containing not less than 38 |b. 

If sold by weight the maximum price is at the rate of 
6s. per cwt. 

The Order comes into force on 27th January, 1919. The 
maximum retail price is not affected and remains at 9d. 
per Ib. 





STATUTORY LIST. 


AMENDMENTS TO LIST OF FIRMS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES WITH WHOM TRADING IS 
PROHIBITED. 


An Order of Council, dated 24th January, amends in the 
following respects the Statutory List of persons and bodies 
of persons with whom trading is prohibited : — 


SCHEDULE. 
ADDITIONS TO LIST. 
Morocco. 
Salama, Viuda de S.. Melilla. 





NETHERLANDS. 

‘ Farnsum’’ N/V., Scheepsbouw Maatschappij Gebrs. 
Niestern (see under Niestern Gebrs.). | 

Hollandia Pelter Ijenfabriek, Hartmansstraat 354A, Rotter- 
dam. 

Niestern Gebroeders N/V., Scheepsbouw Maatschappij 
‘Farnsum,”’ Delfzijl. 

Petroleum Handel Maatschappij, De Ruijterkade 1925, 
Amsterdam. 

Wagenborg, Egbert, Waterstraat, Delfzijl. 
| NETHERLAND East Inptes. 

Djokjakarta Handelsmaatschappij, Djokjakarta, Java. 


SPAIN. 
Berthold, Ricardo, Calle Coello 193, Barcelona 
legler, Hermann (of Numax S/ A), Barcelona. 
Massenez, Otto, Hotel Malaga, Madrid; and Fontanella 10, 
Barcelona; also at Alcola and Henares. | 
Okliger, Ernest (of Numax S/A), Calle Alcoy 13, Barcelona. 
Streichardt, Otto (of Numax S/ A), Barcelona. 
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REMOVALS. 


MEXICo. 





Bach, S., Mexico City. 
Gaitan, Juan, Mexico City. 
Hess, Edward, Tepijulapa. 
| Morocco. 
Abitbol, Moses and Sons (Abitbol, Joseph M., Samuel M., 
Rafael M.), Laraiche. , 
NETHERLANDS. 
Kruthoffer and Doll, Veerkade 8, Rotterdam. 


NETHERLAND East INDIEs. 
Begeer, Koninklijke Utrechtsche Fabriek van Juweelen, 
Zilverwerken en Penningen van C. J., Samarang. 
Fenjan, Macassar. 
PERU. 
Said e Hijos, Arequipa. 
SPAIN. 
Pedret Garriga, J., Cortes 702, Barcelona. , 
Penas, Hijos de Francisco de las, Almeda de Colon 26, 
Malaga. 
Ramos and Montilla, Malaga. 


GENERAL SECTION. 
TRADE BOARD ORDERS. 


ToBacco. 

Tine Minister of Labour has made the following Special 
Order, dated 24th January, in pursuance of Section | of the 
Trade Boards Act, 1918, with respect to the Tobacco Trade: 

Whereas the Trade Boards Acts, 1909 and 1918, apply to 
the trades specified in the Schedule to the Trade Boards 
Act, 1909, and to the Trades specified in the Schedule to the 
Trade Boards Provisional Orders Confirmation Act, 1913, and 
the Minister of Labour is empowered under and by virtue 
of Section 1 of the Trade Boards Act, 1918, to make a special 
Order applying to T'rade Boards Acts, 1909 and 1918, to any 
specified trade to which they do not at the time apply, if he 
is of opinion that no adequate machinery exists for the 
effective regulation of wages throughout the trade, and that 
accordingly, having regard to the rates of wages prevailing 
in the trade, or any part of the trade, it is expedient that 
the Trade Boards Acts, 1909 and 1918, should apply to that 
trade. | . 

And whereas the Trade Boards Acts, 1909 and 1918, do not 
apply to the trade specified in the appendix to this Order, 
and the Minister of Labour as respects that grade is of the 
aforesaid opinion: . 

Now, therefore, I, the Minister of Labour, in pursuance 
of the powers given to me by Section of the Trade Boards 
Act, 1918, and by any other statute in that behalf, do hereby 
make a special Order that from and after the date hereof the 
following provision shall have effect (that is to say) :— 

Article 1.—The Trade Boards Acts, 1909 and 1918, shall 
apply to the trade specified in the appendix to this Order. 

Article 2.—This Order may be cited as the Trade Boards 
(Tobacco) Order, 1919. 








APPENDIX. 

The Tobacco ‘Trade, that is to say, the manufacture of 
tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, cigarette tubes, and snuff, includ- 
ing all preparatory processes and including also the opera- 
tions of storing, and _ storekeeping, boxing, packeting, 
labelling, parcelling, and despatching, and all, other ware- 
housing and packing operations incidental to the manufac- 
ture of any of the above-mentioned articles. 





Notice oF INTENTION TO MAKE Spectar ORvER. 

1. The Minister of Labour hereby gives notice (under date 
2th January) that he intends, pursuant to the powers 
conferred upon him by Section 1 of the Trade Boards Act, 
1918, to make a Special Order applying the Trade Boards 
Acts 1909 and 1918 to the Trade specified in the Appendix to | 
this Notice. | 

2. Copies of the Draft Special Order may be obtained on 
application in writing to the Secretary, Ministry of Labour, 
Montagu House, Whitehall, London, S.W. 1. 

3. Objections to the draft Special Order must be sent to 
the Ministry of Labour at the above address within 42 days 
from the date of this Notice. 

4. Every objection must be in writing, and must state:— | 

(a) The specifie grounds of objection ; and 
(b) The omissions, additions, or modifications asked for. 


APPENDIX. 

The Aerated Waters Trade, that is to say, the manufac- 
ture, wherever carried on, of mineral or aerated waters, non- 
alcoholic cordials, flavoured syrups, unfermented sweet 
drinks, and other similar beverages, and the manufacture 
in unlicensed premises of brewed liquors, including (a) the 
operations of bottle washing, bottling and filling, and all 
other operations preparatory to the sale of any of the afore- 
said liquors in bottles, jars, syphons, casks or other similar 
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receptacles; and including also (b) the operations of botile 
washing, bottling and filling, and all subsidiary operations 
preparatory to the sale in bottles, jars, or other similar 
receptacles of cider, ale, stout, porter and other alcoholic 
beers, where all or any of such last-mentioned operations are 
or is conducted or carried on in association with or in con- 
junction with all or any of the operations specified under (a) 
above so as to form a common or interchangeable form of 
employment for workers, and whether the two sets of opera- 
tions or any of them are or is carried on simultaneously or 
not. 





THE PIT-WOOD ORDER, 1918. 


Sir J. B. Ball, Controller of Timber Supplies, has issued 
the following notice, under date 28th January : — 

Pursuant to Paragraph 3 of the Pitwood Order, 1918, 
notice is hereby given, that as and from the lith day of 
February, 1919, the maximum prices at which Pitwood im- 
ported from outside the United Kingdom may be bought or 
sold or offered for sale or purchase in the United Kingdom 
shall be as follows.: —— 

1. Pitprops cut to lengths delivered on rail at mine sidings 
or, failing rail connection, at mine premises :— 


S ¢ 

Oe MU ensitssandosancnes 33 © per 100 lineal feet. 
L a err rere 45 G .. - ™ - 
4} ‘ bvidcnnimaabadeiih 00 9 ,, 

— ree. 60 0 

ih ‘sc ‘edtndeiieaemesend (3) 6 

6 “4 ndiie sendewdabinds S88 0 

Hs (iC ana enleeal 1OL 6 

Le ae mara 120 O 


Terms 2} per cent. discount on usual monthly account. 

2. Pitwood imported from France, Portugal, or Spain, 
delivered ex ship at South Wales Ports, GOs. per ton for hard- 
wood and 65s. per ton for softwood. 





THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY 
ACT, 1918. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265, of 1918 
(Non-I*errous Metal Industry), that Licences under the Non- 
Kerrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board ot Trade to the undermentioned companies, firms or 
individuals : — 

Bonniwell and Watson, of New Exchange 

Middlesbrough. 

Bradbury, W. H., of High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall. 
Brown, C. 8S. Vesey, of 16, Rue da Paz, Porto (Portugal). 
Brown, T., trading as IT. Brown and Co., of Royal Exchange, 

Middlesbrough. | 
Warter and Co., W. J., of 5, Fenchurch Street, E.C.3. 
Crispin, A. B., of Copper Works, Stratford, E.15. 

Deeley, W. E., of 11, Victoria Buildings, Victoria Street, 

Manchester. 

Hall, J., trading as C. Hall and Co., of Newtown Iron 

Works, Dixon Street, Manchester. 

Hatrick and Co., Ltd., J. L., of 70 and 72, St. John Street, 

Clerkenwell Road, E.C. 3. ‘ 

Howard Wall, Ltd., 25/37, Hackney Road, E.2. 
Hull, Blyth and Co., of 1, Lloyd’s Avenue, E.C.3. 
Instone and Co., Ltd., S.,; of Billiter Buildings, 22, Billiter 

Street, E.C.3. 

London Bronze and Metal Foundry, Lid., The, of 46, Spel- 

man Street, Spitalfields, K.1. 

Maclaren and Co., Ltd., R., of Eglinton Works, Canal 

Street, Glasgow. 

Macpherson and Co., A. J., of 5, East India Avenue, E.C.3. 
Marshall, R., trading as Marshall and Co., of 45, West Nile 

Street, Glasgow. 

McCrone, E., trading as E. McCrone and ©o., of 82, Mitchell 

Street, Glasgow. 


Muller and Co., Ltd., C. E., of Royal Exchange, Middles- 


Buildings, 


brough. 

Pollock Brown and Co., of American Wharf, Chapel, 
Southampton. 

Poole, Henry, of 325, Holyhead Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 


Reid and Johnson, W., of Mansion House Chambers, 11, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 

Roberts, Evans and Woodhead, of 19, Oldhall Street. 
Liverpool. 

Sowden, W., trading as W. Sowden and Sons, of Farnley 
Moor Top, Leeds. 

Steuart and Co., Ltd., W., of 113, West Regent Street, 
Glasgow. 

Stevenson and Co., W., of 72-80, Brawn Street, Glasgow. 

Volkart Bros., of 96-98, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3. 
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Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Luported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 4 weeks ended 23rd January, 1919:- 





Week 4 Weeks Week Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
28rd Jan., 23:d Jan., | 231d Jan.,/23:d Jan., 
1919. 1919, * 1919. i91¥. 





IMPORTS. Exports. 


Bales. Bales. Eales. Bailes. 
American .. 15,598 263,290 _— - 
Brazilian lj 1,883 -_ 

East Indian °67 267 | — 

Egyptian - .. 3217 | 52,360 | — 
Miscellaneous 10,48 2* 21,8887 _ 


Total .v ..| 29,581 
*Including 1,199 British East African, and 763 bales Foreign East 
African. _ 
+ Including 72 bales British West Indian, 1,199 bales British East 
African, and 908 bales Foreign East African. 





339,673 _ . ih 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 25th 
January, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Avorage Price. 
Wheat Barley 


gs. d. 
6] 10 


~7 


Week ended 25th January, 1919 


32 
23 
26 
32 
51 
64 
58 


Corresponding week in— 
1913. 


1914... 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
i919 


—_ 
OOO == ~ 





* Section 8 of the Corm Returns Act, Iss2, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that oflicer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the con- 
version is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every Bushel 
of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine 
Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE. 


DECISIONS BY THE UMPIRE. 

Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby gives 
Notice of the following decisions by the Umpire on questions 
whether contributions are payable :— 

A. The Umpire has decided that contributions are payable 
in respect of :— 

2444X. Workmen employed by a colliery company or com- 
mittee as whole time pick sharpeners at a weekly wage. 

B. The Umpire has decided that contributions are not 
payable in respect of :— 

2413. Workmen chosen by a committee of the workmen 
to sharpen workinen’s picks and remunerated by tees and 
not by a regular weekly wage 

{Nore.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part Il} (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1051. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 4th 
September, 1916. 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the question 
has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, as a matter 
not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordance with para- 
graph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance (Umpire) 
Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen whieh raise no 
question of general interest, or which merely apply a 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not published. | 
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COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Colonial and 
I oreign official and unofficial Periodicals and Articles gp 
irade subjects, recently received and filed for reference at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intellj 
gence), which are available for inspection at the Offices of 
the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, B.C, 9. 

. COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS. 
Australia 
The Budget, 1918-19. 
Brit.sh India— 

Phe Indian Trade Journal. Vol. Li. December, 1918, 

7 Issued by the Commercial Intelligence Department, India. 

Frade of Calcutta, April-September, 1918. No. 765. 

issued by Department of Statistics, India. 
Mauritius— 
ue Book for the Colony of Mauritius, 1917. 
Union of South Arrica— 
) ~ 4 . , 
ceport on the Native Areas in Natal, recommended by the Native 
Land Commission, 191%, ‘ ” Natives 
Capita. and The Indian Financial Review. Vol. LXI. N 036 
an Ins it] ev! . yi. aie NO, | 
December, 191s. Ls. 
Commerce. Official Organ of the Syvdiiey Chamber of Commere 
ft - i so i A « TCE, v 
No. 10. November, 1918, ant 
Report of the Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Australia 
_ Advisory Council of Science and Ladustry, 1918. 
Industrial South Africa. Vol. 13. No. 1388. October, 1918. 
the Journal of Commerce (Montreal). Vol. XLVI. No. 25. December 
1918. , 
The south African Mining Journal. Vel. XXVIII. Part 1. XN 
‘i stale ‘ “ha il ae he - - . . a QO, 14 'e 
ith November, 1918. " 
fhe Indian and Eastern Engineer (with Motor Supplement Vol 
“- 1G Use! ue Sup tt). ol. 
XLII. No. 6. December, 1918. ' 
South Australia— 

Annual Report of the South Australian Railways Commissioners. 1917-18 
Tasmania— ' 

Report on the Working of Goveramcut Railways, 1918. 

Victoria— 

Report of the Victorian Railways Commission, 1918. 

South Airican Railways and Harbours. Report of the Genera! Manager, 

1917. 
Montlily Statistics of Cotton Spinning and Weaving in Indian Mills. 
No. 735. Issued by Calcutta, Superintending Government Printing, 
India, 1918. 
Canadian Textile Journal. Vol. XXXV. No. 25. December, 1918. 
Annual Report of the Department of Agriculture, 8lst Mareh, lo. 
Nyasaland Protectorate. Ne. 9651, 
Australian Bakers’ and Millers’ Journal. Vol. XXII. No. 257. July, 
1918, : 

The Storekeeper and County Trader Vol. XXV. No. 132. August, 198. 

The South African Farmers’ Advocate. Vol. XV. No. 3. November, 

191s. 

The South African Farmers’ Weekly, 13th November, 1916. 

SPECIAL ARTICLES. 

American Decimal System of Weights for Paper. 

‘Pulp and Paper Magazine of Canada.’’ 

A Review of the Economic Progress in South Africa.—I. 

‘South African Mining and Engineering Record,”’ 9th November, 1918, 

A Review of the Economie Progress in South Africa.—II, 

“South African Mining and Engineering Record.” 16th November, 193. 
Brazil and Japan: Commercial Intercourse Between the Two Countries. 
* The British Chamber of Commerce Monthly Journal’ (Sao Paulo). 
Vol. 1. No. 9. 9th September, 1918, 
Employment Management in Banking. 
* The Journal of Commerce” (Montreal). Vol. XLVI. No. 25. lth 
December, 1918. 
The Commerce of German East Alrica. : 
‘British South African Export Gazette.” Vol. XXVIII. No. 318. 
January, 1919. 
The Coming Trade War: British ‘Tcxtile Industry Developments. 
‘ British Chamber of Commerce Monthly Journal’ (Sao Paulo). 
Vol. I. No, 10. October, i915. 
(1) How the Universities Can Help in Agriculture. 
(2) Bovine Tuberculosis. 

(8) Sheep ‘** Breeding ’’ Wool. 

‘*The South African Farmers’ Advocate.”’ October, 1918. 
FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS. 


A Preliminary Report on Uranium, Radium and Vanadium. Bulletin 
No. 70. Mineral Technology 2. 
Issued by Government Printing Office, Washington. 
Mining and Concentration of Carnotite Ores. Bulletin 108, Mineral. 
Technology Il. 
Issued by Government Printing Office, Washington. 
Mexican Trade Review. Vol. II. Nos. 12-13. September-October, 1918. 
Textile Markets of Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru. No. 158. 1918. 
Issued by Government Printing Office, Washington. 

Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy for the Fiscal Year 1918. 
Issued by Government Printing Office, Washington. a 
Eighteenth Annual Report of the Director of Education, Philippine 

Islands. 1918. 
Federal Board for Vocational Education. State of Policies. 
Issued by Government Printing Office, Washington. we 
Evolution of National Svstems of Vocationa\ Re-Education for Disabled 
Soldiers and Sailors. 
Issued by the Federated Board of Vocational Education. (Bulletin 
No. 15.) 
SPECIAL ARTICLES. 
Pictoria! History of Coffee. 
» Tea and Coffee Trade Journal.” Vol. XXV. No. 6. Decem- 
r, 1918. 
Ranking, Commerce and ‘Trade. 
‘* Revue Suisse d’Exportateur.”’ No. 51. 28th December, 1918. 
“uture Railway Policy. 
‘“PRevyue Suisse d’Exporteur.” No. 52. 27th December, 1918. 
‘conomic Relations with Bulgaria. 
“ Schweizer Exporteur—L’Exportateur Suisse.’”’ No, 52. 28th Decel- 
-ber, 1918. 
Java as a Producer of Sugar. 
“ Schweizer Exporteur—L’Exportateur Suisse.” No. 52. 28th Decem- 
ber, 1918. . 
Java Teas in the United States. 
in “The Tea and Coffee Trade Journal.” Vol. XXX. No. 6. Decem 
ber, 1918. 
Review of Swiss Industry. 
‘‘ Revue Suisse d’Exportateur.” No. 51. 20th December, 1918. 
The Swiss Capital Market. call 
“ Schweizer Exporteur—L’Exportateur Suisse.” No. 62. 28th Decem 
ber, 1918. 
The Linen Industry. 
“Tl Sole.” 17th January, 1919. 
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